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PREFACE 



In prcfenting to the Public a View of 
Switzerland, a country of which fo much 
has been already written, it may perhaps 
become me to clear myfelf from the charge 
of prefumption. The defcriptiv^ parts of 
this journal were rapidly traced with the 
ardor of a fond imagination, eager to feize 
the vivid colouring of the moment ere it 
fled, and give permanence to the emotions 
of admiration, while the folemn enthufiafm 
beat high in my bofom 5 but when the fen-» 
' fations excited by thofe views of majeftic 
^randdur had fubfided, I recolleCted, with 
tegret, that the paths which I had delighted 

A3 to 
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to tread had been trodden before ; and that 
the objedls on which I had gazed with 
aftoniihment had been already defcribed. 
It is true, that the (ketch I have penciled of 
that fublime fcenery, however rude, will be 
found to be an original drawing, copied 
from nature, and not from books; yet 1 
Ihould fcarcely have prefumed to obtrude 
that unfinifhed outline on the public eye, 
if the other parts of my journal offered no- 
thing new to its obferyation. It is the pre- 
fent moral fituation of Switzerland that juf- 
tifies the appearance of thefe volumes, in 
which an attempt is made to trace the im- 
portant effeds which the French Revolution 
has produced in that country, and which 
are about to unfold a new aera in its hiftory. 
The governments of Switzerland, . placed 
within reach of the eledlrical fire of that 
Revolution, flafliing around all their bor- 
ders, behold the fabtle fpark, which finds a 
conduftor in the human heart, efcaping be- 
yond 
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yond its prefcribed limits, and feel its ftrong 
concuffion in every agitated nerve. 

ff 

I have endeavoured to give an additional 
intereft to my journal, by connecting the 
view of the manners and cuftoms of the 
Swifs towns, with a comparative picSlure 
of the prefent ftate of Paris ; and I offer 
this Work to the Public with far lefs hope 
from the experience of its paft indulgence, 
than folicitude to obtain its future favor. 
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CHAP. I. 

IniroduSf ion, -^Motives of my ^Journey to Switzerland.-^ 
Road from Paris to BafiL — BaftL — RefleBiom on 
Switzerland.—^Difpofttions and Occupations of the In- 
habitants of BafiL'-^Manners.'^Smoaking Clubs. ^^ 
Female Societies. — Public jlmufements. 

JJURING the period of that new fpecies 
of tyranny which affumed the name of revo- 
lutionary government, I was not merely in- 
volved in the common danger which threat- 
ened every individual in France, but had 
claims to particular profcription. It was not 
only remembered by many of the fatellites of 
Robefpierre, that I had been the friend of the 
VOL. I. B Girondc, 
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Qirowc, :p^ Sladianafc -.^okftd, martyred 
tiamc» which it was death to pronounce, 
but that I "had written a work, publiflied in 
England, in which I had traced, without 
feferve, the charaders of our oppreffors; 

whofe ferocious purpofes I had often heard 

. . '• . • • ■ ' 

developed ' ^ifh* the glowing eloquence of 
Vergniaud, and, the indignant energy of 
La Source. No danger could be more im- 
minent than that of living under th^ very 
tyranny which I had the perilous honour 

• • • 

of having been one of the firft to deprecate 
and to proclaim. 

In this fituation' an' opportunity prefentecj 
itfelf of obtaining a paflport for Switzerland 
— 7A paflport! — ^they who can. judge of all 
the bleflednefs that word unfolds, 2i;tc not 
thofe who, at a fafe diftance fjfom the go-^ 
vernment of Robefpierre, h^ve heard of its 
terrific influence, but thofe who were placed- 
within its favage grafp. Alas ! ^t the mo^ 

ment 



STATE OF SWITZERLAND* 3 

ment of my efcape, how^ncmny, inunured in 
the duogeons.of the tyrant, vainly wifhed 
to purchafe, at the price of all they poffef-. 
fed, the privilege of forfaking a country, 
compofed only of executione^rs and of 
viiftim^.i < ^ 



The road from Paris to Bafil leads for 
the moik part along a level country, which 
difplays sc pifture of fertility, but few fcenes 
o£ beauty or grandeur, except a branch of 
the Vofges., which; we^traverfed near Bel- 
fort, and whofe fwelling mountains, pre- 
fenting faint traces of thofe we were going 
to contemplate, we faw bounding our ho- 
rizon, and ftretching along the plains of 
Alface, 



I found Bafil crbuded with ftrangers of 

all ranks, and all nations, being, at that 

.period when general hoftility had barred 

the pafles from one country to another, al- 

voL. I. B moft 
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moll: the only fpot left open for the tranf- 
adions. of commerce, the afylum of the 
fugitives, and the dawning negociations of 
peace. 

The firft view of Switzerland awakened 
my enthufiafm moft powerfully — ** At 
length," thought I, "I am going to con- 
template that iriterefting country, of which 
I have never heard without emotion! — -I 
am going to gaze upon images of nature; 
images of which the idea has fo often 
fwelled my imagination, but which my 
eyes have never yet beheld, — ^I am going 
to repofe my wearied fpirit on thofe fublime 
objedts — to footh my defponding heart with 
the hope that the moral diforder I have 
witnefled fliall be rectified, while I gaze 
on nature in all her admirable perfections ; 
and how delightful a tranfition fhall I find 
iq the pi<flure of focial happinefs which 
Switzerland prefents ! I fhall no longer fee 

liberty 
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liberty profaned and violated;— here flic 
fmiles upon the hills, and decorates the 
' vallies, and finds, in the uncorrupted fimpli- 
city of this people, a firmer barrier than in 
the cragginefs of their rocks, or the fnows 
of their Glaciers ! ** 



Such were my meditations when I firft 
fet my foot on the foil of Switzerland ; the 
fcenery of the country more than fulfilled 
the glowing promife of imagination. With 
refped; to the character and manners of the 
people, a refidence of feveral weeks at Bafil 
fomewhat chilled my enthufiafm: I had 
frequent opportunities, of mixing in their 
ibcieties, and difcemed neither the love of 
arts, of literature, of liberty, or of any 
earthly good, but money— I heard of no- 
thing but the comparative value of Louis, 
and ailignats; and if I had not feen the 
Rhine rolling its turbulent waves majefti- 
cally by the windows, I might have fan- 

B 2 cied, 
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f ied myfelf in 'Change-alley, or the Perron 
of the Palais Royal. 

But if I was difappointcd, it was perhaps 
my own fault, or rather the fault of former 
travellers. Warmed with enthufiafm for 
• the natural beauties of the country, fancy, 
which loves the dreams of happinefs and 
pcrfedlion, has delighted to aflbciate with 
thofe enchanting fcenes, the charm of conge- 
nial fociety ; and to corineft with the fub- 
lime landfcape the higher quality of mind. 
Imagination places ftock-jobbers andufurers 
with as much reluctance amidft the grand- 
eur of Swifs fcenery, as it would fill with 
a mifhapen Gothic image the niche of a 
Grecian temple. It muft be indeed admit- 
ted, that the love of gold is a tafte pi'etty 
generally difFufed throughout Europe; that 
neither the inhabitants of Paris nor of Lon- 
don can be taxed with any remarkable indif- 
ference for riches ; nor have wealthy perfgns 

in 
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in either of thofe capitals any reafoh to 
complain of the neglcft of their fellow citi- 
zens.. But although the people pf mofl; 
countries are, with refped: to the refearches 
of gain, burghers of Bafil, during the hours 
of the morning, the evening at leaft is de^ . 
voted to amufement, to fdcial pleafure, to 
friendfhip, to fome objeft that cheers, or 
fooths the heart, and the projeds of intereft 
are laid afide till the morrow. At Bafil 
alone, the toils of trade find no relaxation; 
they begin with the day, but do not finifh 
at its clofe; fince even the hours of recrea- 
tion are made fubfervient to the Views of 
intereft ; and the only fpecies of amufe- 
ment in which the burghers of that city in- 
dulge themfelves, is one at which they 
can arrange their comcaercial dealings, ftrike 
♦bargains, and vigoroufly purfue that m^in 
chance which appears to be, their ** being*$ 
end, and aim/* 

B3 Widi 
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With thofe views, the men have formed 
themfelves into different focieties, called 
takagiesy or fmoking-clubs^ becaufe all the 
members fmoke moft furioufly. Each club 
is compofed of nearly the fame age^ a cuf^om 
to which the love of equality perhaps gave 
rife, but which is obferved to be extremely 
prejudicial to the manners of the young men 
of Bafil, by excluding all forms of deference 
and pblitenefs, as well as all means of im- 
provement. With refped to thefe things > 
there is indeed nothing peculiar to the clubs 
of Bafil i fince from Brookes *s, compofed of 
the honourable members of the Britijfh par- 
liament, to thefe tabagies, filled w^ith the 
fenators of the laudable Helvetic Body, a 
man who has long frequented fuch meetings 
becomes entirely unfit for all other fociety; 
he foon thinks it an hardfhip to pafs a» 
evening elfewhere, and terms all other 
company conftraint, becaufe it wants the 
eafe of a tavern, where tumult is miftakeu 

fcMT 
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for gaiety, and familiarity for friehdfliip. 
But while in other places the tafte for clubs 
is confined to a few perfons, Bafil is a 
town of clubbifts, containing no lefs than 
twelve fmoking focieties, each compofed of 
about fixty members, who meet every af- 
ternoon at an early hour, drink tea amidft 
the exhilarating futnes of tobacco, difcufs 
the political fituation, but far more indefa- 
tigably the commercial affairs of the town, 
calculate the gains and loffes of the day, 
form new fchemes of acquiring wealth, 
and feparate at the hour of fupper, before 
they have faid one word on any fubjed oi^ 
tafte, or literature. 

• The ladies of Bafil, abandoned by the 
men, have recourfe, to clubs alfo, and fome- 
times twenty ladies affemble together with- 
out one man being of the party, although to 
fuch as prefent themfelves, admittance, far 
from being refufed, is even gratefully ac- 

corded ; 
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corded; and fometimes a ftranger, taking 
advantage of the pofture of affairs at Bafil, 
which leads a coterie of young handfome 
women to confider his company as a favour, 
pays his homage to the ladies, while clouds 
of other incenfe are riling in every quarter 
of the town from the tabagies where their 
abfent hufbands are convened. 

The female focieties of Bafil are formed 
from infancy of children of the fame age, 
and of the fame clafs ; and during their 
childhood, the equality of years is foftridly 
obferved in thefe focieties, that fifteris, whofe 
ages differ three or four years, have their 
feparatc coteries in the fame houfe. There is 
fomething foothing in the idea of thefe 
infant affociations j it feems forming ana* 
ther barrier for our helplefs fex, againft the 
future tempefts of the world ; and no doubt 
many a fair member of thefe young focie-^ 
tics, wheji aifailed by thofe ftorms of mif- 

fortune^i 
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fortune^ which often beat with the maft pi- 
tilefs fury againfl: hearts that caa leaft xefift 
their violence, recalls with tender regret 
the focial circle of her childhood > and per- 
haps finds in the fympathy of fome female 
companion, to whom ihe is endeared by the 
charm of thofe early recollections, a fource 
of confolation and relief. The young un- 
married women, and the dowagers, have all 
t|ieir diftind: circles, fometimes increafed by 
the admiffion of fifters-in-law, who become 
part of the family, and fometimes by the 
introdudiion of accidental acquaintances^ 

They affemble by invitation fucoeffively 
at each other's houfes,ufually at three in the 
afternoon ; an hour which, though morrw 
ing with refpeft to dinner, and all the bufy 
occupations of life at London and Paris, 
finds the day far advanced at Bafil; where 
dinner is ferved, when it is noon by the 
clocks of that city, which, for feveral cen- 
turies 
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turics paft, have kept the van-guard of 
time, and for fomc reafon, forgotten in the 
lapfc of ages, probably becaufe not worth 
being reniembered, ftrike twelve, in defiance 
of common fenfe and convenience, when the 
folar fliadow points eleven* 

The ladies prefent themfelves at their co- 
teries with their work-bags upon their arms, 
and work and cbnverfation begin together; 
the latter turns, as in other uninftrufted 
minds, upon the every-day goflip of ordi- 
nary life. When the domeftic detail of 
houfhold anecdote, and the tattle of town 
fcandal fail, they haften to cards — what 
other refource is left ? Time cannot be filled 
up,, as it often is in mixed focieties, by the 
flutter of coquetry, and the arts of affeda- ^ 
tion on one fide, and by the offices of gallan- 
try, or the ftare of libertinifm on the other. 

" Where none admire, 'tis ufelefs to excel : 

.*« Where none are Beaux, 'tis vaiji to be a Belle." 

At 
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At thefe aflemblies the place of honour k 
at the window, to which, in every houfe at 
Bafil, convex mirrors are fixed, and give a 
view of all that is paffing in the ftreets to a 
confiderable diftance. Thefe mirrors, con- 
fill ted every moment by the ladies of Bafil, 
not to view themfelves, but their neigh- 
bours, would have furnilhedThomfon, had 
he lived in that city, with another image in 
his caftle of indolence, of the means of mur- 
dering time. 

Tea is brought at four in the afternoon, 
accompanied by a handfome collation, con- 
fifting of paftry, fruits, creams, and fweat- 
meats, and often of ham, and other cold 
meats. This fubfiantial kind of refrelh- 
ment is not found unacceptable after a very 
copious dinner, and with the perfpeciive of 
a folid fupper; the Swifs in general being 
poflfefled of a moft pow^erful appetite, per- 
haps arifing from the keennefs of their 

mountain 
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Mountain air. A dull game of commerce 
drags on the lingering hoilrfe till eight in the 
evening, when the ladies feparate, after a 
profufion of compliments, which they have 
not yet relinquiflied for the French mode of 
gliding out of the room. 

Sometimes their liege lords, the clubbifts, 
make a facrifice of cme dear evening of 
fmoke and ftock-jobbing, to the women; 
on thefe gala occafions, the card-party con- 
cludes with a fupper, fufEciently luxurious, 
but which might be more amufmg ; and 
as the law forbids any carriages to roll 
through the ftreets after eleven, the com- 
pany ufually feparate at that hour. 

Fathers and mothers of families, who 
have children married, fix one day of the 
week, which they call leurjour defamilky 
when all their offspring affemble at their 
houfe at dinner, fometimes to the fourth, 

fifth. 
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fifth, and even iixth generation; for the 
women marry very young, and not long 
fince there were nc^ lefs than fix kdies ia 
Bafil, whofe grand-children were grand- 
mothers. There is fomething refped:ablc, 
and even affeding, in thefe patriarchal meet- 
ings ; they feem a me^is of drawing dofer 
thofe ties of confanguinity which are the 
beft refuge againft human ills; in which 
the pureft af&ftions of the heart mingle 
thcmfelves with the wants and weaknefs of 
our nature; guiding with watchful tender- 
nefs the wanderings of youth, and fupport- 
ing with unwearied care the feeblenefs ; of 
age. 

The public amufements of Bafil were 
fufpended by the magiftrates, we were told, 
on account of the public calamities : the 
chief of which was the deamcfs of pro- 
vifions ; an evil the more eafily to be borne, 
as the town was then reaping an abundant 

harveft 
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harveft of gold from the calamities of other 
countries. Once a week, indeed, the dul- 
nefs of a card affembly was permitted to 
replace that of the coteries; and an occa- 
fional concert, harmonized the foul; but 
dancing was a diverfion too Jight for the 
times, and even a fet of dancing-dogs, of- 
fending againft the ftatute, were formally 
expelled by the CbaJfe^Coquin, probably in 
confequence of the general order of the Com- 
miffion of Six, inftituted at that period for 
clearing the town of unprofitable ftrangers* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

\ 
I 

Omptrrathe View oftke Spirit of Commerce in France^ hi'- 
fore^ andfince the Revolution. — Paper Sy/lenw-'-Femak 
Traders and ContraSlors^ 

IN France, a country fo near Switzerland 
in its geographical iituation, but fo diftant 
in the charader and difpofition of the peo- 
pie, things in this reiped: are managed bet- ' 
ter; and although the French are lately be- 
come, in fome fort alfo, a nation of ufurers 
and ftock-jobbers, their mode of toiling for 
wealth, and their mode of fpending it, are 
altogether different from the plodding ufages 
of their neighbours. 

The revolution, which deftroyed monar-* 
chy in Fiance, overthrew at the fame time 
the empire of ancient prejudices and habits. 
Before that event, vanity was the govern- 
ing fpring of French aiftion, and the prin- 
cipal aim, and aliment of that vanity, was 

rank 
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rank and titles. A trader only laboured to 
procure juft money enough to purchafc a 
charge of treafurer of France, or fecretuire 
du rot, and when thus honourably ennobled, 
confidered it as beneath his dignity to con- 
timie any longer that comnnercc which had 
ferved as the Hep-ladder to his elcvatiop. 

But the fcene is now reVerfed. Nobility 
exifts no longer, and opinions have under- 
gone as great a revolution as titles and for-i 
tunes. The poor are enriched j the rich 
are impoverifhed j labour is become neceC 
laryj induftry flouarilhes on the ruins of 
Vanity ; and, as the. impetuous FrOTich arc 
ever in extremes, their ancient difdain of 
mercantile occupations is fucceeded by a 
fort of rage for commerce. To this new 
fury they are animated, not only by the 
-call of neceffity, but by the defire of en- 
joyment. This people, the ever ardent 
lovers of pleafure, pant to repair thofe mo- 

3 ments 



tttttttsbf ferr<!* ahddeMilibti^t^hich wereloft 
to thfeir AcCUftorrisid,' ttMr is^o'tSd gifeiifes. 
They feek athiifeftient with fiew tk^tt^ 
nefs, and tfife tkbgetS lyHich they find at- 
tendant on a rtvolutiq^, only ferve to attach, 
therti ihdrfc tb the f)rcfent mbrifiAfat, On thfe 
Epicurean ]princi]pte of uiicfertaihty f efpeft- 
ing the future. 

Iftinienffe comftietcial fefourcfes are found 
jri thfe fertility, the fextent, the fituation, and 
the wants of the French Republic; but 
nothing cah be more amufing than the va- 
' tibus whimfical dittdtiohs ihto which the 
a(S(iVe, reftlefs genius of the people, have 
' turned their pfefent ragfe for traffic. All 
grafp at fomething Grange, arid fomethjng 
great; anew wotid fetrts bpening to their 
View, and whifch all fiiodel after their own 
faftiion. Evfety rtfian his felled Upon fonfie 
profound difcov^ty, fbhi6 hippy fpeciik- 
tion, which Will irtfalli^^ ftour fojfth an 

C eyer- 
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ever-flowing ftream of inexhauftible wealth. 
When one chimera fails, another fwiftly 
fprings up; all is *' bubble,, bubble, toil 
and trouble ;" fpurred by hope, or goaded 
by want, every man mounts the hobby- 
horfe of his imagination, amid whips it up 
to fome marvellous atchievement. 



One citizen frames ftoves of paper, more 
durable than brafs or fteel; another ereds 
mills that fcorn the aid of fire, wind, or 
water: another extrads new chemical fub- 
fiances, which, when applied to commerce, 
are to produce riches beyond the vifions of 
the alchemifts. All announce that they 
have fet their inventive talents upon the 
anvil, merely for the good of their country; 
and as the ideas which the revolution has 
^wakened, have given every individual in 
France fome floating notions of his own 
importance, every man, however ignprant 
or miftaken, boldly brings forward his in- 
fallible 
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fallible plan, infifts upon his right of 
being heard by his fellow-citizens, and 
calls upon every capitalift to haften to 
him with his funds, and calculate, if he 
can,, the enormous mafs of intereft with 
which the wings of every moment will be 
loaded. 



Thofe who decline fetting up as in- 
ventors, and enlightening the world by dif- 
coveries, although they refufe to travel 
through unknown tradts of commercial 
enterprize, at leaft engage in more beaten 
paths of gain. Throughout the wide ex- 
tent of the Republic, Gothic abbies are 
transformed into manufactories, cloifters 
become work-fhops, chapels are converted 
into. Warehoufes, the recefles of folitary 
fuperftition are invaded, and the hollow 
echoes of the long-refoutiding aifles, which 
were once only refponfive to the folemn, 
flow-breathed chant, now repeat the rude 

G a dilTr?- 
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diffonaiwre of the working's tppls. A 
ilrange confufion of images is excited in 
(he mind by the prefect contenp|]iUtion of 
thefe apticjue edifiqes, which imagination 
has bew accuftomed to appropriate to con*, 
genial inhabitants, pacing iUently along 
their vaulted paflages in 'floating garments, 
inftead of which you now meet the bare- 
armed, brawny artificer, and all idea^ of 
fol^mn ftillnefs vanjfh. amidft the rude 
gabble of his.noify brood. No doubt an. 
artifan is far more ufeful than » monk, but 
he looks miich lefs pifturefque whiai placed 
beneath a ruined ^rch, andgaz,ed at in per- 
ipedive. 

While fpeculators in the country are con- 
verting abbies intQ ipanuf^dtpries, fpecu- 
lators in Paris are perhaps j qn a (jurer prin^ 
ciple of calculation, transforming^ palaces 
into reforts of public amufement, fo new, 
fo various, and fo Grecian, ia all their plans 

and 
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lild dtfigriationi, that to tface d flight (ketch 
^ of thrift will rdjiiire oiYe of oUr whole fol- 
lowing chapter^. 

The fyftem of paper-moiiey cotltHbu(6d 
to eherifh the iiew fpirit of fpeciilatiori in 
France, by fufFeririg the inlagination to rove 
amidft ideal regions of viiioriary wealth. 
The moft trifling purchafe ot traiifadtion, 
At that period, had fomthrng in it of found- 
ing greatnefs ; a pair of fhoes cofi a thou- 
fand liVres, an ell of ribband five hundred; 
dnd as tfte wofrien in France haV6 even more 
a6:ive fprrits than the rtien, every lady who 
had fifty, or a huntfred thoufehd Kvres in 
hir pocket-book, confidered h6rfdf as a 
fort of capitalift ; arid hearing incef?kmr/, 

^ ■ i • 

from all parts, and in all diredioWs, tnat 
commerce was the infallible road to wealth, 
immediately fet up, with thofe folid funds, 
fome fpecies of trade. Oiie lady provided 

C 3 herfelf 
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herfelf with a cargo of pocket Lindker- 
chiefs, another with an aflbrtmentji of 
fhoes; fome fold tallow-candles, fome 
wax, fome dealt in powder, and others 
in fnufFj but all had their little traffic, all 
were; animated by the fame reftlefs fpirit of 
gain. This fpecies of commerce, however, 
was of fleeting duration. Sterne has ob- 
ferved, that t^renchmen conceive, better than 
they combine j ftill more juftly may this 
obfervation be applied to French women ; 
who, when they became adventurers in the , 
new world of traffic, exulted in the rapid 
augmentation of their wealth; and were 
aftoniihed to find that the merchandize, 
which was to replace the ftock, could no 
longer be purchafed with the fame capi- 
tal; till at length they difcovered, that 
their magnificent commercial profits were 
a fort of fairy-gold, which, when touch- 
ed, turned to fand; and that it was not 

the 
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the merchandize which had increafed in 
price, but the affignats that had diminifhed 
in value. 

A few of the moft beautiful, and the 
moft intriguing of the fair Pariifians, be- 
came the agents and emiffaries of their 
friends, lovers, or hufbands, in the public 
offices; and the marine, the war, and the 
home-departments, were filled with female 
contractors and negociators, who, for tha 
moft part, found that republican committees 
made no better defence than polifhed courts, 
againft the formidable artillery of bright 
eyes, gay fmiles, lively fallies, and ani- 
mated graces ; artillery which French wo- 
men know better how to wield, than the 
women of any other country. Minifters 
and commiflaries felt the energy of argu- 
mefits uttered by ruby lips, and the claims 
of a petition offered by a foft hand, of 
which the naked well-fhaped arm was 

C 4 grace- 
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gracefully ftretched out; and, upon tke 
whole, the women of Fiance, to whom, 
by the Conftitutional Ad:, all rights have 
been denied, find that they ftill hold a to- 
lerably defpotic empire over their lords and 
mailers, the ibvereign people. 

Of a diflferent dais. from, thffe female ne- 
gociators and merrh^mts, werethofe womea 
who J once poflfeffed of all, that rank a»d for- 
tune couldbeftow,^ were now reduced to ijup- 
ply the preffing wants of theimommty by a, 
ijielancholy ipecies of traffic; by felling 
various pieces of Qrij^niental^ needle- work, 
which they had, once been taught to execute 
as. an amufement, or by making a profet 
fion of thofe arts which, tbey. had once ac- 
quired as the.accpmpli&roents. of an elegant 
education, Aboye^dJ, drawing has proved 
an ufeful refpurce in thefe circumftances^. 
Many a lady has found in her pencil, a 
m^ans of fubfiftence for herfelf and family ; 

many 
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many a finiftied landfcape, deftined to grace 
a cryftal boudoir ^ or decorate a gilded pa- 
vilion, has ferved to furnilh the fair artift 
with the crujft of bread which, in fome 
lonely garret, flie moiikns with her tears. 
What a long and mournful page of tjran- 
fitions the domeftic annals of a revoliitioxi 
contain ! 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Jmufements of Paris.'^Balls.'-^FeJiivals.^'^upper given 
bj a Contraifor.'-^Drefs. — Parallel between a Contra£lor 
and a Stockholder. "--^New Ariftocracy.^-^Modern RoyaU 
ifts. — Odeon.'-^Bals a la ViSiime. ^Tivolu — Elyjium.-^ 
Bagatelle and other Public Gardens ^'^Glaciers of Paris ^ 

IF the morning at Paris is devoted to bufi- 
nefs, the evening at leaft belongs to plea- 
fure; over thofe hours fhe holds an un 
divided empire, is worfhipped at innu- 
merable altars, and hailed by ever- varying 
rituals. 

During the laft winter the amufements 
of twenty- four theatres, which were opened 
every night, were every night fucceeded by 
public and private balls, in fuch numbers, 
that there were no lefs than "two thoufand 
bail-rooms infcribed on the regifters of the 
pol ^ e, which keeps its wakeful vigils over 
every fort of amufement, in all their grada- 
tions, from the bright blaze of waxen tapers, 
which difplays the charms of nymphs 

drefled 
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drefled a la Sauvage^ or a la Grec, who 
gracje the fplendid ball de Richlieu ; to the 
oily lamp which lights up the fcvcr.th ftory, 
or the vaulted cellar, where the blind fidler^s 
animating fcrape calls the fovereign people 
to the cotillion of wooden fhoes, 

Thefe two thoufand ball-rooms of the 
capital afford ample proof that no revolu- 
tion has taken place in the manners of the 
French, and that they are ftill a dancing 
nation. They have indeed of late fully de- 
monftrated to the world that they are capa- 
ble of greater things; and that, when the 
energies of their fouls are called forth, they 
can follow Buonaparte acrofs the bridge of 
Lodi; but when their minds return to their 
natural pofition, every barrack has a room 
appropriated for dancing, and the heroes of 
Arcple, as well as the mufcadins of Paris^ 



cc 



All knit hands, and beat the ground 
" In a light fantaftic round." 

The 
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The fetes of the court, it is aflerted by 
the few perfons remaining in France, by 
whom they were frequented, were but taw- 
dry fplendour, compared with the claflical 
elegance which prevails at the fetes of our 
republican contradtors. As a fpecimen of 
thefe private balls, I Ihall trace a fhort (ketch 
©f a dance lately given by one of the fur- 
nifhers of itores for fleets and armies, in his 
i^cious hotel, where all the furniture, in 
complknee with the prefent falhion at Pa- 
ris, is antique; where all that is not Greek 
is Roman; where Hately filkenbeds, mafly 
fophas, worked tapeftry, and gilt ornaments, 
are thrown afide as rude Gothic magnifi- 
cence, and every couch refembles that of 
Pericles ,. every chair thofe of Cicero ; where 
every wall is finifhed in Arabefque, like the 
baths of Titus, and every table, upheld by 
Caftors and PoUuxes, is covered with Athe- 
nian bulls and Etrufcan vafes; where 
that modern piece of furniture, a clock, is 

concealed 
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concealed beneath the claffic bar of Phoebus^ 
and the dancing hours ; and every chim-. 
ney-Iron is fupported by a Sphinx, or a 
Griffin. The drefs of his female vifitors 
was in perfed: harmony with the furniture 
of his hotel; for, although the Parifian 
ladies a^e not fuipedted of any, obftinate at- 
tachment to Grecian modes of. government, 
they are moft rigid partizans of Grecian 
modes of drefs, adorned like the contem- 
poi^ari^s of Afpafia— the loofe light drapery^ 
the naked ai-ni, the bare bofom, the fandalkd 
feet, the circling zone^ the goldai chaii^^ 
the twifting trefles, all difplay the moft in- 
flexible conformity to the laws of repuhli- 
can coftume. The moft falhionaWe hair- 
drefler of Paris, in order to accommodate 
himfelf to the claffical tafte of his fair cut 
tpmers, is provided with a variety of an- 
tique bufts as models; and when he waits 
on a lady, enquires if ftie chufcs to be dreft 
that day, a la Cleopatre, la Dianne, or la 
3 Pfyche ? 



\ 
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PJyche? Sometimes the changeful nymph 
is a Vejial^ fometimes a Venus ; but the laft 
jage has been the Uiobi^ of late, fat and 
lean, gay and grave, old and young, have 
been all a la Niobe; and the many-curled 
perriwig, thrown afide by the fafhionable 
clafs, now decorates the heads of petty 
Ihop-keepers, 

The fair Grecians being deterrnined not 
. to injure the contour of fine forms by fu- 
perfluous incumbrances, no fafhionable 
lady at Paris wears any pockets, and the 
inconvenience of being without is obviated 
by flicking her' fan in her belt, fliding in a 
flat purfe of Morocco leather, only large 
enough to contain a few louis, at the fide of 
her neck, and giving her fnufF-box and her 
pocket-handkerchief to the care of the gen- 
tleman who attends her, and to whom fhe 
applies for them whenever fhe has occa- 
fion. 

For 
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For a fliort time during the winter, in 
defiance of froll and fnow, the, coftume of 
a few reigning belles was not a la Grec^ but 
a la Sauvage. To be drefled a la Sauvage, 
was to have all that part of the franpe which 
was not left uncovered, clad in a light dra- 
pery of. flelh colour. The boddice, under 
which no linen was worn (fliifts being an 
artide of drefs long fince rejed:ed at Paris, 
both by the Greeks and the Savages) the 
boddice was made of knitted filk, clinging 
exaftly to the (hape, which it perfe6lly dif- 
played ; the petticoat was on one fide 
twifted up by a light feftoon ^ and the feet, 

> 

which were either bare, or covered with a 
filk flocking of flefh colour, fo woven as to 
draw upon the toes like a glove upon the 
fingers, were decorated with diamonds,' 
Thefe gentle Savages, however, found them- 
felves fo rudely treated whenever- they ap.- 
peared, by the fovereign multitude, that at 
length the fafhions of Otaheite were thrown 
. ^ afide. 
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afide, and Greece remains the Handing order 
of the day. 

But to return to the contrad:or, and his 
ball — rafter feveral houf s had paffed in danc- 
ing cotillions, which the young women of 
Paris perform with a degree of perfeftioiiH-^ 
a light nymphiflig race urifeen clfewherc— • 
and after the walfe, which is now never 
^ forgotten at a Paris hall, .had proved that 
the fteady heads of Niobh were not to be 
made giddy, the company were kd to a 
fupper, furniflied with Eaftem magnificence, 
and decorated with attic tafte. After fup- 
per the folding doors of the ^faloon were 
thrown open to a garden of confiderabfe ex- 
tent, beautifully illuminated with coloured 
lamps^ and its trees bending with lavifh 
cluftcr^ of fruits of every, feafon, and every 
climate, formed of ice, while fountains 
poured forth ftpeams of orgeat, lemonade, 
and liqueurs. 

But 
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But while thefe i(tii*ator% of ^ .Q^ee^^-afnd 
Rome are revelling in Afiatic Luxury, yqu 
hear them lamenting mpft pat|ietically the 
fubverfion of the ancient regime; th^U: re- 
gime, which would it leaft have had thus 
much of juftice, that it would have retained 
thefe perfonages in the anti-chambers of the 
faloons they now occupy ji to which anti- 
chambers they would, with a counter-revo- 
lution, moft probably return. ; One is obliged 
to offer up, an invocation to patiencej, \yhen 
condemned to liflen to their declamations 
againft that new order of things to which 
folely they owe their elevatiorj. 

There is indeed one clafs of perfons, be- 
fore whofe complaints of the revolution, 
however bitter, the mind humbles itfelf in 
fympathetic forrow. The poor rentier^ 
while he fips his Spartan black-broth, 
which he is forced to procure by parting, in 
fad gradation, with all the relicks of his 

VOL. I, P former 
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former fplcndor, with watches, rings^ 
furniture, and dothes : he indeed, if he com- 
plains, is to be pitied, and if he forbears 
complaint, is to be revered ! But alas, there 
is fo much oi tragical detail in the pages of 
the great booki a thing which has long 
fihce been called a great evil, that we muft 
give it at Icaft a- whole chapter to itfelf. 

At prcfent I fliall only obferve, that the 
reign of terror has aded upon this country 
like fome mighty peftilence, which not only 
fwceps away devoted millions in its fury, 
but leaves an obnoxious taint upon every 
objeft where it has paffed. The reign of 
terror has given a fatal wound to the ener- 
gies of public fpirit i ordinary minds have 
miftaken the execrable abufes of liberty for 
an efie6t of the generous principle itfelf: 
the vi<5tims of revolutionary government 
have lifted up their complaining voice ; all 

» 

the emotions of fympathy, and all the feel- 

4 ings 
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ings of indignation have been called forth; 
and the partizans of the ancient regime have 
left no art unpradlifed, no fedudlion un- 
tried, to take advantage of thefe difpofitions 
in favour of their own fyftem. 

Thofe who have been too rapidly enrich- 
ed by the revolution have endeavoured to hide 
the obfcurity of their origin, by mimicking 
the tones of thofe who have titles and honors 
to regret, till ariftocracy has defcended fo 
low, that it will foon perhaps be exploded, 
like any other falhion, when taken up by 
the vulgar. Many of the fair wives of 
titled emigrants, or blooniing vi^idoXvs of 
murdered nobles, have made fuch fecond 
marriages, that we well might apoftro- 
phife them in the language of Hamlet: 

<< Such an aa 
^* That blurs the grace ahd blulh of iMdeft/, 
^ Calls virtue hypocrite, 
•* Makes marriage vows 
^ As Me as Dicer's oaths/' 

D 2 Thefe 
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Thefe very ladies, who have taught their 
new-made liege-lords to ape their counter- 
revolutionary follies, will at length be 
aftiamed of their ariftocracy, when they 
find how fuccefsfully they are rivalled in 
thofe fentiments by their milliners and man- 
tua-makers, A writer of a late political 
pamphlet has given an admirable reafon 
why our Parifian belles will foon lay afide 
the tbne of eternal lamentations for the 
overthrow of defpotifm. " Seven years," 
fays he, *' have already elapfed fince the 
epochaof the revolution: feven years is a 
period of fome length in the hiftory of , a 
youthful beauty, and a lady will foon not 
be able to regret the monarchy ^ under the 
penalty of paffing for old." I ,believe every 
perfon who has ffudied the female heart, 

will agree with this writer, that the re- 

.'■ ..' - ♦ 

public has a tolerable chance, upon this prin- 
ciple, of obtaining ere long many fair prb- 

felytes. . . 

The 
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The fans, fparkling with fyzngltd Jleure 
de lys^ will then be broken; the rings, 
bearing the infignia of royalty, will be 
melted down; and the porte-feuilles^ and 
bon-bonnteres^ with their fliding-lids, dif- 
playing the forbidden images of regal great- 
ncfs, will no longer be borne about in a fort 
of triumphal manner, not from a fentin^nt 
of forrow by thofe who, attendant on their 
perfons, and bafking in their fmiles, are 
privileged to difplay more than that' gene- 
ral regret for their unhappy deftiny which 
humanity feels ; but from a ienfation of va- 

« 

nity by thofe, who perhaps never breathed 
the fame atmofphere; never, even at awful 
diftance, gazed upon the originals of thofe 
pidtures which they how afFeift to cherifh 
as the tender memorials of peculiar favour. 
Thefe relicks, we may venture to predift, 
will be offered up in one mighty facrifice 
at the flirine of the republic, the moment 

D3 
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it is well underftooi that to be a republi- 
can, is to be young. 

Public balls, as well as concerts, were 
held laft winter at the theatre Franpisy 
which, after having been long fliut up, was 
repaired, enibellilhed, and baptized by the 
Greek name of the Odeon-, and that no jea- 
loufy might exift between the balls and con- 
certs, on account of this claffical nomencla- 
ture, the balls immediately received^ the ap- 
pellation of Tbiafes. 

But the moft lingular fpecies of amufe-t 
ment which the laft winter produced, were 
fubfcription-balls, entitled des Balls a la Vic-- 
time. Such, and fo powerful was the rage 
for pleafure, that a certain number of its 
votiries, who, during the tyranny of Ro- 
befpierre, had loft their neareft relations on 
the fcafFold, inftituted, not days of fuch 

folemn 
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fokmn, fad commemoration, as is dear to 

the fuperftitipn of tendemcfs, when, ia 

mtlancholy proceffion, clad in fable, and 

wreathed with cyp/efs, they might haveknelt, 

a mourning multitude, around the fpot where 

the mutilated bodies of their murdered pa^ 

rents had been thrown by the executioner:, 

and bathed the fod with thofe bitter tears 

which filial af]&d:ion or agonised love, fhed 

over the broken ties of nature, or of paf- 

fioQ*— no! — ^the commemorative rites which 

diefe mourners offered to the manes of their 

mailacred relations were feftive balls I . To 

thefe flrange, unhallowed orgies, no one 

could be admitted who had not loil a father , 

a mother, a hufband, a wife, a brother, or 

a Mer, on the guillotine ; but any pej-fon, 

with a certificate of their execution in his 

pocket-book, not only obtained admifiionj 

but might dance as long, and as merrily as 

heart could wifh. Had Holbein been pre- 

fent at fiidi a fpedacle, no doubt he would 

have 
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have enriched his death-dance with 
images, and led forward each gay nymph 
by ^^n attendant headlefs fpedlre. Theinr 
dignant cry of public opinion, however, 
was at length heard above themufic of the 
walfe and the cotillion ; and the Bal a la 
ViBime exifts no longer to bear its powerful 
-tcftimony to a depravation, not merely of 
manners, but of the heart. 

'^' If in the winter, conformably to our-Gre- 

* "cian ideas at Paris, concert-rooms became 

'Odeonsj and the Niobis and the Titus* s 

• danced in a thiafcj fummer can boaft of 
more than equal honours ; fince then we 
never tread but on attic ground, ,and never 
fuffer piirfclves to be pleafed bat when plea- 
fure prefents herfelf with a clafiical appel- 
lation* Witnefs ye gardens of Tivoli, ye 

• bowers of Idalia, ye winding, walks of Ely- 
fium, ye grottos of Venu§, ye vales of 

^*Tempe, -'ye groves of Theffaly I witnefs 

• *^ 3 with 
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ivith what fond alacrity the lovers of anti- 
tjuity fly in multitudes to your enchanting 
receflfes, where the arching trees are hung 
with innumerable lamps of varying colours, 
where the ear is exhilarated with the founds 
of mufic, and the eye is cheared with the 
movements of the dance; and where every 
evening the hour of ten ferves as a general 
lignal, at which the whole city of Paris 
iecms one yaft theatre for the difplay of 
fireworks. A ftranger, who lliould enter 
this city at night by the bridge of Neuilly, 
might fuppofe that he had reached this 
fcene of great events at fome important 
cpocha, which had occafioned a general re- 
joicing. On hi^' right he would difcern 
the lights of Bagatelle^ beaming through 
the Bois jie Boulogne ^ and would pafs clofe 
to the brilliant entrance of Idalia; on his 
left lie would be dazzled by the illumina- 
tions of the Elyfium; while, as he ad- 
vanced, he would difcern, above every 

quarter 
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quarter of the town, the tall flcy-rockcts 
darting their viyid flafh, and would hear in 
all directions tne light expIolSons of eh* 
chanted-^aces, with bright arcades and 
fairy columns; 

** The crackling flames appear on high, 

*' And driving fparkles dance along the fky.*' 

Bagatelle alcwie, the once gay retreat of 
the Comte d*Art6is, is fuffered, by oiir 
Grecian amateurs, Co retain its old appella* 
tion in favour of the regal images which it 
brings to memory. What food for the 
ramblings of the mind along the paths of 
hiftory, when it contrafts the light French 
modem graces of Bagatelle, with the maffy, 
Gothic gloom of Holy rood- Houfe! It 
may be obferved, that the perfons who are 
for ever lamenting the fubverfion of the 
ancient regime, are not prevented by 
their regrets from giving all the encou- 
ragement in their power to thofe who 

con- 
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cxAivert cme palace aftei" another into icenes 
of public amniement ; and that they eagerly 
purchaie, for half a crown, the privilege 
of treading gaily every evening, with the 
plebeian nuiltitude, thofe magnificent gar- 
dens and ibrnptuous hc^els, of which the 
pofleffors have, for the moft part, as in for- 
mer profcriptions, paid for their beautiful 
retreats at Alba, with their lives. But 
while thefc lovers of defpotifm forget their 
regrets in their pleafures, the philofophic 
mind wanders oft^ in mufing mood along 
diefe feftive haunts, where the moft fingu- 
hx combinations croud upon reflei^ion ; and, 
amidft the glowing enthufiafm of liberty, 
mourns thoie partial evils that have clouded 
its brightnefs, and abhors thofe cruel abufes 
^t have fullied its caufe I 

When the multiplied engagements of the 
evening do not offer leifure for an excurfion 
to Tivoli, or a trip to Idalia, the gjy world 

at 
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at leaft find fufficient time in the intcryal be-, 
tween the play and the petit fimptr^ to lounge 
for half an hour at one of the fiifhionable 
glaciers. > A glacier is a fort of cofiee-houfe, 
eftabliftied in the fine hotels of emigrants, 
fplendidly illuminated, opeft to perfons of 
both (exes, and where you pay for your, 
admiffion by eating ices, for which there is 
now fo extraordinary a denmnd in Paris, 
that if the following winter . fhould prove 
mild, the ice-purveyors will perhaps be 
forced to fend to the department of Mcmt 
Blanc, in order to fumiflx thrinfelves Witk 
means of fupplyingthc-enormous wants of 
their cuftomers^ r; • ^ , -r. 



<^^ 



' But let me recall the inxages, moftidear to. 
my imagination, by leaving for awhile ther 
glaciers of Paris, and the fmoking-clubs 
of Ba/il, ar^ wander amidft the,fu|>lime 
kndfcape? of .Switzerland. How , delighu 
^^i l^d, adifu tp : cvery^daj, o§cur,reriC6a, 

occupa- 



^ « 
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occupations, cares, and pleafures, for the 
contemplation of thofe fcenes of folemn 
grandeur, which form fuch a contrail to 
the littlenefs of ordinary life ! Let me turn 
my fteps towards the firft auguft objed: 
which ftruck my eye in Switzerland, the 
cataract of the Rhine, at Schaffhaufen, to 
which place I was obliged to travel by ^ 
long circuitous route to Zurich, fince with 
French pafljports the Auftrian territory was 
forbidden ground. A Balois told me be- 
fore my departure, that the catarad: of the 
Rhine was fcarcely worth fo much trouble ; 
fince, " after all,'* faid he, " it is but a fall 
of water ! " 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Road from Baftlinto the Canton ofSoleure.^^wifs Tiajfe 
in Gardening. — Vifit to a Farm-houfe^^'^Rural Ct'^ 
remonies, — Traditionary Story of the DeJiriUiion of a 
Tyrant. — Baden. — Zurich. — RefleSiions on the View 
over the Lake to the Alpi. — Fall of the Rhine at Lauf- 
fen^ — Bridge at S chaff haufen. 

JL HROUGH what a delicious country we 
pafled in travelling along the Canton of 
Bafil to that of Soleure ! What beautiful, 
what various combinations of rock, pine- 
clad hills thrown together in noble mafles, 
and richly covered with their dark-tinted 
verdure; above which a bare peak fome- 
times lifts its fharp fpiral head, as if to 
give eflfedt to the landfcape. 

What grateful founds to my ear were the 
murmurs of thofe foothing cafcades, and 
dear rills which had more of beauty than 

fublimity, 
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lublimity, but which filled my heart with 
emotion, while I confidered thpm as the 
prelude of fcenes^ where the water-fall fwells 
into a torrent, and where, inftead of rapid 
brooks, and fmall ftreams, the broad lake 
fpreads its majeftic expanfe of waters. 

I was yet only in the veftibule of Swit- 
zerland, and nature appeared to me as if 
lifting up gradually the veil which con- 
cealed thofe mighty objefts of overwhelm- 
ing grandeur, which my imagination fprung 
forward to meet with enthufiaftic l^pture* 
We paflcd by feveral country houfes, with 
pleafure^grounds, covered with verdant feats, 
bowers, and arbours, prophanely cut into all 
the mifliapen forms of Gothic fury, and 
where literally. 



" Grove nods at grove, each alley has a brother, 
*' And half the platform juft refle<as the other." 



One 
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One might forgive a Dutchman for cllp- 
ing his trees, and fquarin^ his walks by 
the fame rule with which he cuts his ca- 
nals, and digs his ditches; but here,, in the 
very temple of nature, where the inhabitant 
has but to caft his eye around him in order, 
to learn all that (he can teach of grace and 
majefly, it feems difficult to avoid feeling 
thatjets-d^eaux are but ludicrous mimickry 
in the neighbourhood of cataradls; that 
bouquets of yew, and pillars of fir, lofe 
much of their effedt when placed beneath 
hanging woods of pines, and columns of 
cliffs ; and that the romantic hills above are 
an eternal fatire on the trim walks below. 



In our way to Schaffhaufen, we fpent 
fome agreeable days with a fmall party, at 
a farm-houfe in the Canton of Bafil, fituated 
in the nook of a mountain. High hills 
rife floping round this little white dwell- 
ing, covered with fine pafturage, and Mat- 
tered 
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tcred over with trees, woody copfes, and 
fwift rivulets flowing down their green 
fides. An Irifh gentleman, who had hired 
apartments ia this habitation for the fum- 
mei*, and whom we went to vifit, had cut 
winding paths along the fteep hills with his 
own hands, direded the frcfh fprings to 
flow into cool baths, and placed Italian, 
Latin, and French infcriptions upon the 
trees, m the charming recefles of the hang- 
ing woods. 

When our good farmer bought his 
ground, its appendages of woods, cliffs, 
and rills, had probably only entered into his 
fpeculations, fo far as they were the means 
or the impediments of culture; but an 
EngU(h nobleman would have purchafed 
them with half his fortune. During out 
ftay in this beautiful retreat, we lived with 
the farmer and his family, cat of their 
* VOL. I. E bread. 
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bread, drank of their cap, and found per- 
fe(ft neatnefs, as well as plentiful hofpita- 
lity at their table. 

The farmer, a plain, honeft, fenfible 
Swifs, was proud of his country, and, above 
all, proud of his privileges, as he happened 
to-be a burgher of Bafil. He produced a 
kind of placard, which had been in his fa- 
mily, he faid, for ages; and we obferved 
that the date was in the middle of the 
fifteenth century. On this large placard 
was not ill engraven all the memorable hif- 
torical events of Switzerland, fince it began 
its ftruggles for freedom, with poetry below, 
explaining more fully the atchievements 
which thev painting related above.^ Our far- 
mer felt his foul animated, and himfelf 
half a warrior, while he gazed on thefe 
glorious triumphs of his anceflors. I was, 
perhaps, the more flruck with his enthu- 

liafm. 
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fiafm, becaufe it was the firft time I had 
obferved any fuch fentiment lince my arri- 
val in Switzerland* 



In the commercial parts of that country, 
this feeling of pride in the feats of their 
progenitors is as completely extindt as thp 
heroic race itfelf, which is long fince gone 
to the family- vault of all the Capulets ; but 
in the little or ancient cantons, which were 
the cradle of Swifs liberty, this generous 
fentiment is ftill cherifhed. The peafants 
teach their children the oral tale of other 
times, and they early imbibe, with the love 
of their own country, an inveterate hatred 
againft Auftria. The memory of thofe va- 
lorous deeds is alfo imprefled on the mind 
by coarfe paintings, which cover the walls 
of the peafants* houfes, and are fometimes 
fo large as narrowly to efcape the fate of 
the Vicar of Wakefield's family pidlure. 

E 2 The 
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The farmer alfo recounted to me fome 
of the ruftic fplemnities which are prad:ifed 
in the canton of Bafil, where the peafants 
crown with heaps of flowers the hive 
^yhich produces the firft fwarm of bees; 
and when the cows firft go to grafs in the 
fpring, and leave it in the autumn, a long 
proceffion is formed of two cows abreaft, 
\yhofe horns are gayly decorated for the 
gala, and who are led on by two white 
cows, moft profufely covered with wreaths, 
and ribbands of various colours. This 
cuftom, I am told, is as ancient as the days 
of Theocritus, who talks of adorning bis 
favourite cow with chaplets. 

Many a traditionary tale gives a moral in- 
tpreft to the pidlurefque fcenes of this en- 
chanting country. In one of our airings 
on horfeback, during our ftay at the farm- 
houfe, we pafTed through a defile, above 
which rpfe piles of cliffs five hundred feet 

high. 
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high, and on the brow of one of thofc tower- 
ing craggs we difcemed the ruins of a Go- 
thic cafUc, two windows of which ftill re- 
main, ** There/* faid our guide, point- 
ing to the frowning fummit of the rock, 
** fpme ages paft lived a tyrant : he de- 
lighted in defolation and death, and when- , 
ever any of his vaflals offended him, he or- 
dered them to appear before him, and then 
caufed the unhappy vidlims to be thrown 
, headlong from yonder horrible precipice 
into this gulph beloiv, I'hree centuries 
fince his vaffals had their revenge ; they 
armed themfelves, climbed up at night by 
almoft inacceffible paths to the caille, which 
they furprized, and fet on fire, and the 
tyrant perifhed in the flames/* 

^We left, with regret, the farmer's white 
dwelling, and, crofling a part of the chain 
of Jura, proceeded on our journey to Ba- 
den, which is the Bath of Switzerland, 

E3 celebrated 
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« 

celebrated for the virtues of its hot fprings, 
and is much frequented in fummerj but 
there are no public meetings, and the con>- 
pany affociate little together. The town is 
furrpunded by lofty green hills ; and the 
Limat flows at their feet with an impetu- 
ous rapidity, which feems to realize the 
poetical idea of living waters. We walked 
along a narrow path, by the edge of the 
river, to a limpid fountain, where the 
country girls, drefled in the pidlurefque 
coflume of the female? Swifs peafantry^ 
came to draw water> and ga,ve a more 
paftoral air to, the fcene. Bidding farewel 
to Baden, where we had been received ;by 
Mr. Barthelemy, the French Ambjtflador, 
with elegant hofpitality, we purfued our 
courfe to Zuric, 

This neat and chearful town, is divided 

into two parts by the Limat, and delight, 

fully fituated on the northern extremity of 

its 



-. \ • 
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its noble lake, which fpreads, far as the 
eye can reach, its mafs of limpid waters, 
bounded by vine-covered hills, whofe flopes 
are thick-ftudded with houfes and villages, 
while beyond this fcene of pidlurefque 
beauty, the Alps, covered with their eter- 
nal fnows, rife in the diftant perfpedlive, 
ftrctching towards the fouth-weft, and 
mingling their fummits with the clouds. 
It was not without the moft powerful emo- 
tion that, for, the firft time, I caft my eyes 
on that folemn, that majeftic viiion, the 
Alps !■ — how often had the idea of thofe 
flupendous mountains filled my heart with 
enthuiiaftic awe ! — fo long, fo eagerly, had 
I defired to contemplate that fcene of won- 
ders, that I was unable to trace when firft 
the wifli was awakened in my bofom— it 
feemed from childhood to have made a part 
of my exiftence — I longed to bid adieu to 
the gayly-peopled landfcapes of Zuric, and 

wander amidft thofe regions of myfterious 

fubli-? 
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fublimity, the folitudes of nature, where her 
eternal laws feem at all feafons to forbid 
more than the temporary vifits of man, and 
where, fometimes, the dangerous pailes to 
her frozen fummits are inflexibly barred 
agaihft mortal footfteps. The pleafure arif^ 
ing from the varying form^ of fmiling beauty 
with which we were fur rounded, became ^ 
cold fenfation, while expectation hung upon 
thofe vail gigantic fhapes— that half-feen 
chaos — ^which excited the ftronger feelings of 
wonder, mingled with admiration. But I was 
obliged, with whatever regret, to relinquifh 
for the prefent a nearer view of thofe tre- 
mendous objed, fince private affairs left' 
me only fufficient leifure to vifit the cataracSt 

of the Rhine before I returned to Bafil: 

■ ^ ... 

whence, however, I foothed myfelf with 
the hope of being foon able to depart 
in fearch of the terrific fcenes of the Alps, 
and the ricKluxuriant graces of the Italiaq 

vallies of Switzerland. In the mean time 

•'•'»' - . . . . . ^. ■ , 

we 
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we paffed haftily through Zuric, in our way 
to Schaff haufen, for although I had been 
jiffured that the^cataradt of the Rhine was 
^* but a fall of water," it had excited fo 
tormenting a curiofity, that I found I fhould 
be incapable of feeing any thing elfe with 
pleafure or advantage, till I had once gazed 
upon that objed* 

When we reached the fummit of the hill 

■ 

which leads > to the fall of the Rhine, we 
alighted from the carriage, and walked 

•s. 

down the fteep bank, whence I faw the 
river rolling turbulently over its bed of • 
rocks, and heard the noife of the torrent, to- 
wards which we Were defcending, incrcaf- 
ing as we drew near. My heart fwelled 
with expeiftation— our path, as if formed 
to give the fcene its full efFed, concealed for 
fome time the river from our view ; till we 
reached ^ wooden balcony, projedling on 
^he edge of the water, and whence, juft 

Iheltered 
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(hellcred from the torrent, it burfts in all 
its overwhelming wonders on the afto- 
nifhed fight. That fhipendous catarad:, 
rufhing with wild impetuofity over thofe 
broken, unequal rocks, which, lifting up 
their fharp points amidft its fea of foam, 
difturb its headlong courfe, multiply its 
falls, and make the afflidted waters roar — 
that cadence of tumultuous found, which 
had never till now ftruck upon my ear — 
thofe long feathery furges, giving the ele- 
ment a ne\y afpedl — that fpray rifing into 
clouds of vapour, and reflefting the pirif- 
matic colours, while it ^ifperfes itfelf over 
the hills — ^never, never can I forget the fen- 
fations of that moment ! when with a fort 
of annihilation of felf, with every pail im- 
preffion erafed from my memory, I felt as 
if my heart were burfting with emotions 
too ftrong to be fuftained. — Oh, majeftic 
torrent h which haft conveyed a new image 
of nature to my foul, the moments I have 

pafled 
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paffed in contemplating thy fublimity will 
form an epocha in my fliort fpan ! — 'thy 
Gourfe is coeval with time, and thou wilt 
juflt down thy. rocky walls when this bo- 
fom, which throbs with admiration of thy 
greatnefs, Ihall beat np longer 1 

What an effort does it require to leave, 
.after a tranfient glimpfe, a fcene, on which, , 
while we meditate, we can take no account 
qf time \ its narrow limits feem too confined 
for the expanded fpirit; fuchobjedts appear 
to belong to immortality ; they call the 
mufing mind fropi aU its little cares and 
vanities, to higher deftinies, ai}d region^ 
more congenial than this world to the fecU 
ings they excite. I had been often fum« 
mpne4 by xny fpUow travellers to depart, 
had often repeated * * but one moment 
piore,'* and many " moments more" had 
flapfed, before I could refolve to tear mj'^ 
felf from the balcony. 

We 
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We croffed the river, below the fall, in a 
boat, and had leifure to obferve the fur- 
rounding fcenery. The cataradt, however, 
had for me a fort of fafcinating powef, 
which, if I withdrew my eyes for a mo- 
ment, again faftened them on its impetuous 
waters. In the back ground of the torrent 
a bare mountain lifts its head encircled with 
its blue vapours; on the right rifes a (keep 
cliff of an enormous height, covered with 
wood, and upon its fummit ftands the 
caftle of lyaufFen, with its frowning towers, 
and encircled with its crannied wall; on 
the left human induftry has feized upon a 
flender thread of this mighty torrent in its 
fall, and made it fubfervient to the purpofes 
erf commerce. Founderies, mills, and 
wheels are ere<3:ed on the edge of the 
river, and a portion of the vaft bafon into 
which the catarad: falls is confined by a 
dyke, which preferves the warehoufes and 
the neighbouring huts from its inundations. 

4 Sheltered 
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Sheltered within this little nook, and ac- 
cuftomed to the neighbourhood of the tor- 
rent, the boatman unloads, his merchandize, 
and the artifan purfues his toil, regardlefs 
of the falling river, and inattentive to thofe 
thundering founds which feem calculated to 
fufpend all human activity in folemn and 
awful aftonifliment; while the imagina- 
tion of the fpedtator is ftruck with the com- 
parative littlenefs of fleeting man, bufy 
with his trivial occupations, contrafted with 
the view of nature in all her vafl, eternal^ 

uncontrolable grandeur*. 

We 

♦ Mr. Cox eftlmates the height of the citaraft of 
the Rhine at only fifty feet ; Monf. Ramond, his ele- . 
gant French tranflator, adds the following note to this 
obfervation :— *' The quantity of water, which varies 
according to the feafon, has fome influence upon the 
height, and a confiderable efFe£l upon the afpefts ot 
this falL Thofe who have feen it at the period when 
the fnows diflblve, will admit that defcription to be 
^xaA which Mr. Cox thinks exaggerated, and only 

trM 
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We walked over the. celebrated wooden 
bridge at SchafFhaufen, of which the bold 
and fimple conftrudlion is coniidered as an 
extraordinary effort of genius in the archi- 
ted. Being altogether unqualified to judge 
of, or to defcribe its merit, I fhall only ob- 
ferve, that nature feems to have given the 
Swifs, together with their rapid rivers, and 

their 

trtie of remote times. I have been aflured that the 
hfeight of the cataraft, in thefe circumftances,. is not 
lefs than eighty feet. A ftranger can fcarcely, with- 
out temerity, judge from his fimple obfervation, and 
if he does fo, he will be fure to be below the truth. 
I have afcertained, and Mr. Cox himfelf makes the 
fame remark, that it requires the eye of a Swifs to 
judge of certain dimenfions, which, exceeding all" we 
have before feen, find no model of proportion in the 
mind. Thofe who have travelled for the firfi: time in 
Switzerland, have often found, to their great furprife, 
that inftead of exaggerating the heights and the dif^ 
tances, they have diminiflied them one-half, or two- 
V thirds, till long habit taught them to expand their 
ideas, by jlirniihing them with fit objects of compa* 
rifon." 
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their torrent ftreams, an extraordinary ge- 
nius for eredting bridges, of fuch daring 
defign, hung upon the cliff, and fufpended 
over the gulph, that we are not furprifed 
to find fuperftition has fometimes attributed 
them to fupematural agency, 

i 

Part of our company being furnifhed 
only with French paflports, we left Schaff- 
haufen and returned to Zuric, without hav- 
ing vifited the Lake of Conftance, or its 
renowned and ancient city, which, at that 
period, was peopled by multitudes who 
had left France without pafTports, 



CHAP. 
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CHAP.. V. 



Lcvdter. — Fall of hfideViUy a^d Triumph of the Religion 
$f our Fathers* — f r.Jhlonable Devotees*-^ La Harpe 
^-Le£iur€s on Religion at IlaHa.^^Defertion. of the 
Projely Us. — Theophilanthropifm. 

W E ftaid long enough at Zuric- to vifit 
its firft literary ornament, Lavater. It be- 
ing known that he is willing to receive 
ftrangers, no traveller of any lettered curio- 
fity pafles through the town, without pay- 
ing him the homage of a vifit. 

He received us in his library, which was 
hung thick with portraits and engravings, 
of which he has a confiderable colled:ion, 
forming a complete ftudy of the ever vary- 
ing exprelTion of the human face divine, 
fome very wife men, who admit of no 
fcope to that faculty of the mind called 
imagination, and are for ever bringing 

every 
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tvery theory to the fquare and the comi. 
pafs, confider his fyftem of phyfiognomy as 
the fantaftic vifion of an heated brain ; but 
though' it may be difficult, it is furely ingc 
nious and intcrefting to attempt reducing to 
rules a fcience, which feems to be founded 
in nature. It is furely curiouS to analyze 
what it is fo eafy to feel, the charm of that 
cxpreffion, which is the emanation of mo- 
ral qualities ; that undefinable grace which 
is not beauty, but fomething more ; with- 
out which its enchantments lofe their power 
of fafcination, and which can fhed an ani- 
mated glow, a fpark of divinity over the 
features of deformity : 

^ Mind, mind alone, bear witnefs earth, and heaven, 
^^ The living fountain in itfelf contains 
" Of beauteous and fublime/* 

Lavater is a venerable looking old man, 
with a (harp long face, high features, and 
a wrinkled brow: he is tall, thin, and 

F interefting 
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interefting in his figure ; when ferious he 
has a look of melancholy, almoft pf in^ 
quietude; but when he fmiles, his coun- 
tenance becomes lighted up with an ex- 
^preflton of fweetnefs and intelligence. 

There is a fimple eloquence in his con- 
verfation, an efFufion of the heart extremely 
attra<3:ive: he fpeaks French, with fome 
difficulty, and whenever he is at a lofs for 
an expreffion has recourfe to Germari, which 
I in vain begged a Swifs gentleman, who 
was of our, party, to tranflate for mc: he 
told me, that for the moft part, the German 
words Lavater employed were^ compound- 
epithets of his own framing, which had pe- 

'■■■••. 
culiar energy aS he ufed them, but which 

would be quite vapid and fpiritlefs in tranf- 

lation. 



- The ereat rule of moral conduft. Lava* 
: ter faid; in his opinion was, next tp God^ to 
• :. K refpedt 
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iefpedt time. Timci-heconfidereid as themofl: 
valuable of human treafures, and any waftc 
of it as in the higheft degree immoral. He 
rife^^ every iriormng' at«the hour of five; and 
though it would be agreeable to him to 
breakfaft immediately after rifing, makes it 
an invariable rule to- earn that repaft by 
fome previous labour >' fo that if by acci- 
dent the reft of the day is fpQit to no ufe- 
ful •f)urpofe j (bme portion of it may at 
leaft be fecured ibeyond the interruptions of 
chance. . 



Lavater gave us a moft pleafing account 
of- morals, in Zuric. He had been a 
preacher, of the: gofpel, hefaid, in that town 
thiirty years; and -fo incapable were the 
citizens of any fpdcies of corruption, that he 
.ihould have, rendered himfelf ridiculous had 
.he ever, during that long period, preached 
a fermon againft it^ fince it was a vice 
^unknowji. .* * At. what a diftance/' thought 

I:...^i Fa I, 
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I, *'* am I arrived from London and 
Paris." 



When we took our leave of Lavater, he 
begged wc would write our names and 
place of abode in a book^ which he appro- 
priates to the ufc of infcribing the long lift 
of his foreign vifitors. Ati hour after my 
return from his houfe he came to pay me a 
vifit, which I was taught to confider as an 
unufual compliment, fince it is his general 
rule not to return the vifits of ftrangefs. 
Religion was the theme of his difcourfe, 
and he talked of its pleafurcs, its confbla- 
tions, and its hopes, /with. a. folemn fort of 
enthufiaftic fervor, which, ihewed how 
much his heart was interefted m the fub- 
jedt, and how warmly his ienfibility wa« 
awake to devotional feelings. j\lthougli 
his zeal was not without .knowledge, yet it 
was fomewhat difficult to difbover what was 
his fyftem of belief: whfiSther he wa& of 

. ; • Paul 
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Taul or ApoUos, a follower of Calvin, ac- 
cording to the eftablifhed creed of the ^wifs 
Church, or whether he w^s not in fome fort 
the framer of a new dodrine himfelf. 



^Oni5 of my fellow-travellers, who was 
anxious to wreft from the venerable paftor 
his confeflion of faith, brought in review 
before him the various opinions of the fa- 
thers, orthodox and heretic; from Juftin 
Martyr and Origin, down to the Bifhop of 
St. David's and Dr, Prieftley. But Lar- 
vater did not appear to have made polemics 
his ftudy; he feemed to think right and 
wrong, in hiftorical fad, of far lefs im- 
portance than right and wrong \n religious 
fentiment j and above all, in human aftion. 
Th^rc was more of feeling than of logic in 
his condufions; and he appeared to have 
taken lefs pains to examine religion, than 
to apply its precepts to the regulation of 
thofe frailties and paffions of the human 

F 3 heart. 
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heart, the traces of which, hidden from 
others, he had marked with fuch admira- 
ble accuracy in th^ charader and expreflion 
of outward forms. For myfdf, I own the 
Tolemn, meek, affe(5lionate expreffion of 
Lavater's pious fehtiments, were peculiarly 
foothing to my feelings, after having been 
fo long ftunned with the cavils of French 
philofophers, or rather the impertinent 
comments of their difciples, who are fo 
proud of their fcepticifm, that they are for 
ever obtruding itMn converfation. The 
number of thofc . difciples -is augmented 
fince the revolution, which has fpread fax 
and wide the writings of Roufleau and 
Voltaire; and every Frenchman, after hav-^ ^ 
ing read thofe authors, though he may nei- 

* 

ther have tafte enough to admire the charrps 
of their genius, or virtue to feel the phi- 
lanthropy of their fentiments, has, at leajft,, 
acquired fufficient knowledge to affume the 
appellation of philofopher, and prove his 

claim 
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claim to that title by enlifting ^himfelf under 
the banner of infidelity, without knowing 
the ufe of his arms. 



This irreverence for religion, however, 
which Mr. Burke confidered as one of the 
primary caufes of the French Revolution, 
is not, as heretofore, the ton amongft per- 
fons of former rank and fafhion j infidelity 
has been in difgrace with that clafs, ever 
fince it was prophaned by the vulgar Jacobia^ 
touch j and the only diftinguiftied trophies 
that fyftem can now boaft, are a few Anti- 
Newtonian flights, with refped: to final 
caufes, . from aftronomic infidels.. The 
ariftocracy were no fooner convinced that 
the Catholic eilablifhment, and, above all, 
the non-juring priefts, were their beft auxi- 
liaries, than all the elegant women of Paris 
became immediately devotees, and nothing 
was heard of in fafliionable faloons but 
profcifions of attachnuent andrefpe(^ ''pour 

F 4 . la 
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la religion de nos peres ; by which it was 
'well underftood that ** more was meant 
than met the ear/* and that thefe fentiments 
included the government, as well as the 
creed of their fathers. 

The great diredor of the confciences of 
thefe fair converts, dreft h la Pfyche^ was 
Monf. de la Harpe, a literary man of con-^ 
fiderable infidel reputation under the old 
regime ; the difciple and friend of Vol- 
taire, d*Alembert, Diderot, and other emi- 
nent encyclopedifts, and in fomq fort a 
leader of the fedl after their deceafe, or, ac- 

^ 

cording to their own^ creed, after their an- 
nihilation. The Gamaliel of Monf. La 
Harpe, was Madame C— — T— — ; it 
was at her feet, in the gloom of a prifon, 
during the terrific tyranny of the Jacobins, 
that this philofopher was brought to the 
knowledge and belief of Chriftianity. I 
have before obferved,. that the nobleft ex- 

3, ' amplea 
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amples of fortitude and refignation under 
fufferings were, during revolutionary go- 
vernment, difplayed by women. It was, 
no doubt, in the calmnefs and imperturba- 
bility of Madame C T *s mind, 

under the certain expectation of the fcaffold, 
that Monf. La Harpe was firft led to ad- 
mire the efFedls of a *pcrfuafion, which her 
eloquence and his own convidtion made 
him afterwards adopt ; and of which he be- 
came, in defiance of all his former 6pi- 

nioiis, the zealous and fafliionable advo- 
cate. 



The cruel perfecutipn which the Catholic 
religion had fuftained from the intolerant 
Jacobins, had produced the ufual effedt of 
perlecution, that of rekindling the pious 
;5eal of a great portion of the people of 
France. They returned to the religion of 
their fathers, hot from the fame motives as 
thofe which influenced the fine ladies and 

gentlemen 
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gentlemen of Paris, becaufe it was con- 
nected with regal government; but becaufe, 
wearied with revolutionary calamities, they, 
flood in need of the foothing confolations 
of devotion; and the churches, became • 
crouded places of refort. 

It was not, however, in thofe religious 
temples that the illuftrious convert to the 
Catholic faith, Monf. La Harpe, became 
a preacher of its doctrines. Like the hero 
of Mr. Greave«'s novel, Monf. La I larpc, 
took courage to attack the devil in his 
ilrongeft holds. Being a perfon of high 
literary merit, he had been chofen to fill 
the rhetorical chajr in the Lyceum. . From 
that place, where, a few moons before, he 
had defcanted on the glorious conquefls of 
philofophy over fuperflition, and of liberty 
and the rights of man over dcfpotifm and 
flavery ; he now poured forth the recanta- 
tion of his errors in fo eloc[uent and touch- 
ing 
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irig a ftrairi^ that the neighbouring fquarc 
^rid ftreets re-echoed the long and tumul- 
tuous applaufes of his fair auditory, for the 
majority were always ladies* 

Thekdturer, not fatisfied with the vic- 
tory gained ovej infidelity in this feat of 
fcience, of which it had been fo long in 
pofleflion, purfued that pernicious fyftern 
into another of its fortreffes, the regions of 
pleafure. Monf. La Harpe, becoming a 
Catholic, was too fingular an event not to 
attract general ' notice ^ and as Catholicifin 
happened to be in fafhion, the proprietors 
of various places of amufement thought a 
few lectures from Monf. La Harpe, on 
••* the religion of our fathers,** would be 
no unprofitable fpeculation. Accordingly, 
the fplendid walks and fairy bowers of 
Idalia, which, till then, had only re-echoed 
the founds of gaiety and pleafure, now re- 
bounded with the vehement imprecations of 

La 
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La Harpe againfl: that vile revolutionary 
philofophy of the Rights of Man, which 
had overthrown the religion of our fathers • 
Monf. La Harpe continued to be the rage 
in Paris, till he was fucceeded by another 
, ' fafhionable novelty, which happened to be 
Abraham Eflferidi, the Turkiflx Ambafla* 
dor. Upon Abraham EfFendi's arrival, the 
fafhionable and butterjfly-tribe forfook once 
more ** the religion of their fathers,** a fa- 
bric long fince imder mined, and now haf- 
tening to decay, after gilding for a moment 
its venerable ruins with their glittering 
wings. 

But another fedt was now arifing, which 
threatened more formidable danger to the 
Roman Catholic religion than all the edidls 
of Jacobin ferocity. Some ferious and well- 
intentioned men, who were fenfible that the 
human mind, without religion, feels a void, 
which fomething better muft be found to 

fill 
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£11 up than the dodrine of atoms, or the 
worihip of reafon, have become the founders 
of a new fyftem, which, fetting afide the 
dogmas of the Roman Catholic creed, con- 
ne^ed, they aflert, with igiK>rance and fupcr^ 
fijtian, reils only on thofe points in which 
mea ^all religions are agreed, the moral 
govetnitieht of the world by the Supreme 
Being, and the immo;'tality of the foul. 
This fed:, diftinguifhed by the name of 
^beiiphildnthropifisy the frietids of God and 
man, had formed various little focieties in 
Paris before' thdir opinions were publicly 
known/ The fimplicity of their worfljip^ 
fomewhat lefembling.that of the Diflenters 
in England, gained the attention of a few 
iette}^ then, and. the benevolence of their 
doiSltints becami the public themf^ of parwj- 
gyric of tf ihmabcr of the Diredory , Lare- 
Vefiliere Lepaux, who publiflied a pamphlet, 
theobjeSfe ^f Which was to raife thefe doc- 
teinei . into r^^te,. by fliewing the incon- 
• -^ fiftency 
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fiftertcy of the Roman Catholic religion yith 
liheity: This pamphlet t<^s anfwer6d bjr 
Gregoire, the learned and patriotic Bifkc^ 
of Blois, with much warmth, as a caluixiny 
againft the nation :. fince the great majority^ 
he af^rted, were both Catholics and Repub- 
licans, and the moft democratic goverhnients 
in Europe, the fmaller cantons of Switzer- 
land, were ftedfaft iti that belief. . . :. / 



'■>..* 



V ' • 



Lareveilliere Lepauk- obtained tht title bf 
Kgh-prieft of the new ledl, which', thus 
raiied into notice, became the objed of vari- 
ous calumnies. Some aflerted it to be a 
neft of terrorifts, - who^ under thd.xmalk of 
religion,- and the liberty allowciL to every 
kind of worfliip7^'»lnet-anly jta Jfrattne. the 
mieans of bringing round :a^io ,tJi$ij:,Jat9 
fyftem^ Others were oafluj-fsd. thaJ:'ti^i§TQ<3: 
was nothing but ;i band qf Alhfcji^s^and 
PhilofopherS,. whoi.AffQnjblod SS^^o ..prOr 
pagate prinqiplea.whicJi, :dAft)elieyiflg jhetiv 

felves. 



' • • * • « 



'STATE OF SWITZERLAND. St 

felves, they intended to make inflruments 
of rooting out the Gatljolic feith. 



/ • .1 •- > 



Atheifts and Jacobins perhaps mingle in 
thefe congregations; but the mafs appears 
.to'be.tpmpofed of people of decent charac- 
ters and manners, who, diicontented with 
.their former creeds, have embraced this 
.worfhip till they are provided with a 
fbetter. 



y In their prayers they invoke the SuprerxK 

Being as the author and governor of the 

,miverfe'; they, fing hymns of grateful ac- 

. knoA^ledgement for his bounties, and fill up 

.the hours of their, worfhip with a difcayrie 

on fpme moral fubjed:, in which the obliga- 

tipns to naaintain liberty, and^keep inviolsite 

. the laws of the Republic are; pever for- 

.gotten.- The better iijfprmedi among the 

Theophilanthropes are believers in Chriflia- 

.^nity, while others afFed to talk with dif- 

dain 



t 1 
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dain of what they call the Chriftian fe^ : 
unwilling to admit, or probably ignorant 
that Chriflianity is the fole foundation on 
which refts their own fcanty beliefs 

This new religious fociety has the (l^ 
port of governnaent in every way in whidbi 
its influence can be directed, without inv 
fringing that impartiality in religious mat- 
ters which the law requires. The modcft 
chambers, in which the founders of this 
fed: fir ft affenJbled, are now changed for 
the fpadous churches, which can fcarcely 
hold the crowds who refort to their meet- 
ings. The hour of the myfterious adora- 
tion of the hoft is no fooncr palled, than the 
affembly of the Theophilanthropes begin 
their fimple rites ; md as the places of both 
worfhips are in common, tfic worfliippers 
of both opinions often mingle togethw, attd 
Jeam at kaft the divine kffoft of federation. 
How far the dodtrines of this fociety may 

contribute 



L . . 
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contribute to add to the flock of virtue in 
France it is difficult to determine; but this 

» 

is certain, that the greateft revolutionary 
finners, the Jacobiijs, have laid afide their 
worfhip of reafon, and become the mofl 
fledfaft adherents to this creed; and fince 
the belief of immortality is the mofl: power- 
ful motive to virtue, he who is convinced 
of the exifl:ence of the Supreme Being, and 
offers up once a week his thankfgivings to 
the Giver of every good, for his loving- 
kindnefs and tender mercies, will be lefs 
inclined to facrifice again at the altar of 
Moloch, and dye his hands in human 
blood. 



The focieties celebrate their worfhip both 
on Sundays and Decadies, in order to include 
the partifans of the old and new divifions of 
time. Their encreafing numbers have com- 
pelled them to diffeminate themfelves in va- 
rious quarters of the town, and they are 

VOL. I. G about 
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about to apply for the equal ufe of all the 
churches of Paris, including that of Notre 
Dame. The people diftinguifh the two 
worfhips by the names of the mafs and 
morality ; and the new convert, inftead of 
going as formerly a la tnejfe^ tells you, if 
you meet him on the way, that he is going 
a la morale^ 



CHAP< 
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CHAP. VI. 



Gcuntry from Bajil to Zuric. — Bremgarton. — Baljlal. — 
Ornamented Graves. — French Burials. — Solemnity of 
Sunday in Switzerland. — Obfervations on Cruelty to 
Animals at Paris. — Geographical Religion of Siiit' 
%erland. 



IN our route toSchafFhaufen we had paffed 
the Haverftein, a mountain which ferves 
as a continuafion of Mount Jura, and di- 
vides the canton of Bafil from that of So- 
leure. On the top of this mountain, which 
is of difficult afccnt, w^e found a mihtary 
poft, where our permiflions for traveling 
in Switzerland were examined and enregif- 
tered. This pafs is one of the keys of the 
country, and appears, from its fituation, to 
be capable of being well defended againft 
very fuperior numbers; while the canton 

G 2 of 
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of Bafil, which lies at its bafe, has no na- 
tural feCurity whatever againft invafion. 

The defcent from this mountain, through 
a paffage cut in the rock on its fummit, pre- 
fents many points of perfpedlive which we 
then thought fublime, for we had not yet 
gazed on thofe ftupendous monuments, be- 
fore which all other objecfls link into little- 
nefs. 

: From the town of Olten, belonging to 
the canton of Soleure, and fituated at the 
diftanceof half a league from the mountain, 
in a fine cultivated valley, through which 
flows the Aar j we proceeded along that river 
to Arau, in the canton of Berne. A few 
miles beyond we crofled a river called the 
Da, at Lentzburg, a fmall neat town in the 
fame canton; at Millingen we pafled the 
Reufs; this river, as well as the Limat, 
falls into the Aar, which, thus enriched by 

the 



STATE OF SWITZERLAND. 87 

the principal rivers of Switzerland, fwells 
to a mighty volume the waters of the 
Rhine, 

The country from Olten to SchafFhaufen, 
though full of thofe beautiful landfcapes 
with which Switzerland abounds, prefents 
few fcenes except the noble views over the 
Lake of Zuric, which leave lafting traces 
on the memory. 

On our return from Zuric we croffed a 
chain of hills on our left, anddefcended into 
the rich vale of Bremgarten. Inftead of 
repaffing the Haverftein, we dired:ed our 
courfe along the foot of Mount Jura, to 
meet the road that leads from Soleure over 
this ridge of mountains, which continues 
to feparate the two cantons. At Balftal, a 
little village fituated at the foot of thofe 
mountains, we went to fee ^ catarad:, of 
which we had heard a magnificent defer ip- 

G 3 ticn. 
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tion. The rocky channel was bold and ro- 
mantic, but the heat had dried up its wa- 
ters. Our path lay through the church- " 
ya^-d of the village, and we were particu- 
larly ftruck with the pious homage paid to 
the memory of the dead, not only in the 
gilded tomb-ftones and painted crolTes, 
which were ftuck thick over the ground; 
but in the humble afFedlion which had 
given the grave itfelf . an air of animation, 
by planting the pink, the violet, and other 
fweet-fcen ted herbs, on the green mounds, 
beneath which repofed the mouldering duft.. 
Inftead of the murky atmofphere, and re- 
pullive gloom of a receptacle of the dead, 
the church-yard, placed amidft wooded 
rocks and paJlioral hills, and emitting the 
fweet fragrance of newly- fpririging flowers, 
and the frefli garlands which were hung 
around the tombs, excited plealing images 
of hope to the mind, and led to foothing 
meditation. I recoUedcd the wifh of Of- 

fian. 
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Han, *• O, lay me, yc that fee the light, 
near fome rcfck of my hills ; let the thick 
hazels be around, let the ruftling oak ht 
near. Green be the place of my reft; and 
let the found of the diftant torrent b$ 
heard^** 

How remote from thefe tender cares, of 
mourning humanity is the treatment obferv- 
cd in France towards the dead; and which 
might feem a relapfe to barbarifm, if we did 
not find^ even ainong the moft favage na* 
tions, fome civilized marks of human re- 
verence, fome decent ceremonial paid to the 
relicks of our mortal nature ! It might, per- 
haps, be neceflary to reftrain the difplay of 
that vanity which, before the revolution, 
decked its mockery of woe with idle pomp 
and pageantry; but ftern indeed muft: be 
the reformer, who admires that cold-blood- 
ed philofbphy which configns thofe to 
whom we were bound by the holieft ties of 

G 4 humanity. 
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Jiumanity, or the deareft feelings of the 
heart, without regret, to the unhallowed 
proces-verbal of a municipal officer, who 
llrides away with indecent hafte before the 
yet unflifFened corpfe, and, like death, the 
common leveller, hurls it into the common 
pit, among undiftinguiftied heaps of dead. 

During the epocha of the worfhip of rea- 
fon, a tacit approbation of this annihilation 
of vulgar prejudices might have been wrung 
from fear; lince at that time, amongft the 
well-fed monfters in the republic, death, 
and the grave — 



« Upturn'd 



" Their noftrils wide into the murky air, 
'* Sagacious of their quarry*—" 

and revelled on the dead, as their pioneers, 
terror,, and Jacobin-government, riotted on 
the living. 

♦Milton; 

But 
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But when public or private fafety are no 
longer endangered by the indulgence of 
tender afFecftions, even though equality 
fhould be fometimes wounded by the little 
diftind:ions which they might love to con- 
fer on the mouldering clay^ it is fuiiely 
tyranny over the moft amiable weaknefles 
of our nature to tear thus rudely from the 
fond furvivor that form which, a few 
hoiirs before, was folded to the heart in the 
laft agonies of feparation, and to which it 
ftill clings with the bitternefs of unavailing ' 
regret! 

We returned to Bafil on a Sunday morn- 
ing, time enough to join a throng of wor- 
ihippers at the French Proteftant church, 
whofe refpecSful demeanour and devout 
attention formed a iingular and foothing 
contraft to the coarfe impiety we had fo 
lately witnefTed at Paris ; where we had fc^n 

altars 
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altars overthrown, the furplice* and the 
mitre transformed into caparifons for horfes; 
had heard tt^ commiflaries of revolutionary 
committees boaft, that at their Bacchanalian 
orgies their grofs hbations had been poured 
from facrameptal cups, and had obferved 
that no political blafphemy was fo ftriking 
to thefe reformers as the flighteft mark of 
refpedt for religion. The pracftice of Shut- 
ting up the gates of the Swifs towns, dur- 
ing divine fervice, to prevent the rolling of 
carriages, though attended with inconveni- 
ence to travellers, is fo far pleafing; as it 
confecrates one day in feven to relaxation, 
and repofe. The ftridl obfervance of this 
day of reft in Switzerland forms an agree- 
able contraft to the bufy, as well as dif- 
fipated manner in which both Sunday and 
Decadi are paffed in France ; which fefti- 
vals, being ever at war with each other » 
neither are celebrated with refpccS:. 



Not 
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Not only are the ftated returns of inter^ 
vals of reft neceflary for man, but the voice 
of nuercy calls aloud on the Fraich legifla- 
ture to interpofe between the reftleTs adti- 
vity or avarice of the mafter, and the beaft. 
Nothing is more pleafing than to obferve 
throughout Switzerland the care, and even 
tendernefs, which is (hewn to the animal 
creation ; while in France they feel the pri- 
mary curie of labour inflided in all its fe- 
verity. Sunday and Decadi, alike the load- 
ed horfe drags on his heavy burden ; alike 
the mercilefs laih for ever refounds along 

■ 

the ftreets, and thofe whofe nerves are not 
fteeled againft every pain but their own, 
are denied the relief of knowing, that an 
appointed refpite from toil is the privilege 
of that miferable race. 



Among the moral diverfities of Switzer- 
land, none are marked with more precifion 

than 



9+ A VIEW OF THE PRESENT 

than their territorial belief. In a ride of 
two or three hours from the canton of 
Bafil into that of Soleure, and over a branch 
of the canton of Berne into that of Lucerne, 
we found ourfelves alternately on Catholic 
and Proteftant ground. In whatever caufe 
originated thefe whimfical boundaries of 
ifaeir geographical religion, which hereto- 
fore lighted up fo often the flames of civil 
diflention, it is foothing to obferve, that 
fince the beginning of the prefent century, 
the Swifs have difcovered that the fword is 
not the moft perfuafive weapon of religious 
controverfy. Two religions, that of the 
Roman church, and the alTemblage of dog- 
mas of the fifteenth century, called the 
Helvetic confeflion, are the exclufive reli-. 
gions of the Helvetic confederacy, Hume 
has fomewhere obferved, that the hatred of 
Polemics is moft inveterate, where the points 
in difpute are the leaft remote ; it is not 

therefore 
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therefore fiirprifing that civil diflentions in 
Switzerland fhould have been carried to 
fuch excefs, fince the faith, for which both 
parties contended, is conceived in the fame 
fpirit of intolerance, and buried in the fame 
labyrinth of incomprehenfibilitj. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIL 

Canton of BaJiL — Rights of the Burghers of Baftl^r-^ 
Degraded State of the other Clajfes* — Peafants.''--^ 
Serfs. — Comparative View of French and Smfs Pca^ 
fantry before the Revolution»'^~State of French Pea^ 
fantry fmce the Revolution. — ManufcSfures in the 
canton of Bajil — Singular ReftriSlions on the Laha^ 
rious Clajfes, — Jews. — Citizens in France. — Tolera^ 
flon. — Defence of the Jews by a French Catholic 
Bijhop."^ Religious Toleration in Turkey. — Whimft^ 
eal Perfecution of the Jews at BaftU^^RefleHions and 
Jpoflrophe of a Jew. 

Of the forty thoufand inhabitants, which 
compofe. the population of the city and 
canton of Bafil, the burghers forming the 
fifth part of that number alone enjoy, or 
fancy they enjoy the rights of equality. 
The people of Bafil are divided into two 
diftindt clafles, that of the burghers, confift- 
ing of eight thoufand perfons, and that of 
the other inhabitants; which laft clafs in- 

^ creafes 
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creafes in the fame proportion that the firfl: 
diminiflies from year to year, and now 
amounts to about feven thoufand perfbns-. 
This latter clafs is in a ftate of complete de- 
gradatioiXy excluded from all political rights^ 
can cxercife no trade, and the individuals of 
which it is formed are confidered merely 
as ftrangers, to whom the privilege is grants 
ed of living in the town, placed, for the 
moft part, under the immediate refponfibi* 
lity of the manufacturer or artizan by whom 
they are employed, and who is bound to 
take fuch meafures refpefting them, as fhall 
prevent their becoming burdenfome to the 
ftate. 

When perfons of this clafs are bom in 
Baiil, when even their parents have been 
natives of the city for feveral fucceffive ge- 
nerations, they acquire not one further pre- 
rogative from thefe circumftances ; and the 
admiffion of a few of thefe individuals to 

the 
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the right of burghers, is always attended 
with fo many obftacles^ that the inftances 
in which it takes place are extremely rare. 
Few of this clafs attain coniiderable wealth, 
yet the increafe of their number, their per- 
feverance in remaining in this humiliating* 
condition, while they are forced to fupport 
the load of heavy taixes from which the 
burghers are exempted, and receive no other 
benefit from the government than perfonal 
protedlion and fafety, prove, however, 
that they at leaft enjoy fome advantages of 
which they were not before poffeffed, and 
give a ftrong idea of the wretchednefs of 
their fituation in the countries which they 
have forfaken. 



What is remarkable enough in this cele- 
brated land of freedom, where the poet tells; 
us, that' 

•* Even the pea(ant boafts his rights to fcan, 
" And learns to venerate hitnfelf as ihan :" 

AU 
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All the peafantry in the canton of Bafil, 
with only the exception of the little town 
of Lieftal, which enjoys a few municipal 
pcWUcges, are literally ferfs, and annexed 
to the foil. In the feudal times, thefe peo- 
ple, who belcMiged to their refpedive chiefs, 
were fucceflivdy fold, with the pdTeffions 
on which they were found, to the city of 
Bafil, then an imperial dtj. Thefe Gothic 
prerogatives, however, liave long fince been 
firudently thrown into the badk-ground, 
and are now lefs likely than ever to be re- 
vived, at the diftance of half a mile from 
the fhouts of equality, fraternity, and the 
rights of man. 

r 

A ftranger who travels through France 
irito Switzerland, carinot fail to obferve the 
different aj^iearance of the habitations of 
the peafantry of eath country. The abjed 
condition of this clafs in France, previous 

H to 
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to the revolution, was one of the moft pro- 
minent features of the wretchednefs of the 
government; and fufficient time has not yet 
dapfed to change the external marks of 
mifery. The commanding chateau ilill 
frowns in gloomy magnificence over the 
mud- walled but, though the inhabitants arc 
now pofleflfed of equal rights. In Switzer- 
land, the peafant*s habitation, however 
poor, has the air of comfort and convenience, 
every wooden cottage has its garden, or 
orchard, and the limpid brook running be- 
fore the door of the thatch, gives the whole 
an air of frefhnt^fs. 

The peafants of the canton of Bafil arc, 
like the generality of peafants in Switzer- 
land, well clothed and fed, have the liberty, 
which is no fmall prerogative, of judging, 
in the iirft inflance, their own difputes, 
without the intervention of the BailifF. 

whofc 
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-tvhofe treafury is too often Avelled by the 
fines of contention ; and have alfo the pri- 
vilege of bearing arms. 

Their neighbours, the French peafantry, 
need no longer look upon thefe advantages 
with the glance of envy or the figh of rct- 
gret; fince for the French hulbandman, 
above every other clafs of Frenchmen, the 
revolution hitherto has been made. While 
the nobility, the clergy, the penfioners of 
the ftatc, have been ruined; while com* 
merce, for a while annihilated amidft the 
overwhelming Ihock of political convuU 
fions, is now but flowly awakening once 
more to life, the hulbandman, emancipated 
from every feudal claim, exonerated from 
every fpecies of perfonal fervitude, difbur- 
thened of every tax, and relieved from every 
oppreflion, has, above all others, had caufe 
to blefs the dawn of liberty. Even the 
horrible tempeft of revolutionary terror 

H 2 paflcd 



iC^ A VIEW OF THE PRESENT 

paflfed harmlefs over his headj and while 
the jKikce was devaftated, and the chateau 
levelled to the ground, his cottage ftood 
cre6t ; amidft the violation of all other pof- 
feflions, his property, with the exception 
iofa few revolutionary requifitions, was re- 
"fpedted; and, amidft hofts of executioners, 
his perfon was fafe. During the long 
courfe and vaft depreciation of paper-money, 
the farmer paid, with the labour of a week, 
the rents of the year; and was enabled, noi 
only to augment his ftock, but often be- 
came himfelf a purchafer of land. Suffi- 
ciently an egotift to take every poffible ad- 
vantage of circuniftances, at the fame time 
.that he difburfed his rent in paper, he fold 
his com only for money ; while the ftarv- 
ing proprictpr of land was compelled, like 
Belvjdera, to '* part with the ancient orna- 
jhents lof mafly plate,** to buy the wheat 
.which grew on his own ground for the 
-fiip.port of himfelf and his family. With the 

return 
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return of money the landlord ,1 indeed, Jj\as 
been j^efcued from poverty, . by receiving his 
revenue in fqlid coin; which the farn>?rs, 
iinmenfely enriched by the reign of paper, 
are well enabled to pay. They af prffe^t 
foma a bold, independent df^fs. qJ yeqm^ry , 
a claf& till now unknown . in this eoyrvt^py, 
and their once bare^legged wives ap<l 
daughters proiKlly difplay their white 
ftockings, richJafed caps, fhining pei)r 
dants, and golden croffes, which, in th^ 
country, ft ill continue to be worn, as a ha4g« 
of their faith, as well as a decoration of 
their perfons. 

The population of the canton of Bafil 
being very far beyond the proportion o£ itjs 
extent of territory, great nun^ibers are em- 
ployed in manufadures, particularly that of 
cottons and ribbons, which are brought to 
great; perffediion; Over the manufadures 
of , thefe articles, the gioverriojs find it ad- 

H 3^ vanta* 
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vantagcous to manifeft fome pdrtion of their 
right of fovcreigntjr ; for in vain the father 
of a family niay cultivate his field of flax; 
and prepare it for ufe ; in vain his wife may 
fpin, his infants turn the wheel which, 
winds the thread, and he himfelf weave the 
woof; the web when woven is not at his 
difpofition — ^he has no right over the pro- 
duce of his labour, no power to difpofe of 
what he has acquired by the fweat of his 
brow and the toil of his hands ; he muft 
carry his little ftock to the capital of his 
Canton, and there, and only there, is per- 
mitted to fell it ; while the burgher of the 
town, who is the purchafer, has previoully 
arranged the price at which it fhall be fold. 
A more vexatious law than this is, I be- 
lieve, fcarcely to be found in the whole code 
of defpotifm# 

If fuch be the paternal care of the politi- 
cal fathers of Bafil over their children, it 

would 
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would be fuperfluous to expeil from* them 
i any marks of tender r^;ard for thofe, who, 
as ilrangers, have no claim to their protec* 
tion. But againfl none of the family of 
the human race is this ; republican choler fo 
vehemently difplayed, a$ agdinft that mifer^ . 
able viiflim of Chriftian wrath and con- 
tempt ^ the foUpwer of ^ the religion, of 
Mtjfes. In djcfpite of his imputed crimes, 
a dreadful legacy, inherited from his anceA 
try, the Jew, who has found in many • 
countries of Euyppe ?ui ;afylum, in France- 
has found a country. This defpifed wan- 

dener caii- here cling faft to hi? home, and 

■' * 

raifed from that ilate of humiliation into 
, which our Anti-Chriftiah ..barbarity had' 
plunged him, for ages the objcdt of its fe^ 
vercft perfecutipn, the Jew, a citizen, be- 
comes the proprietor of the foil, enriches 
himfelf ip peace by the gains of his in- 
duftry, cani lift his front in the fenate, and 
become the higheft officer in the fbte. 

H 4 Divine 
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. Divine^ fpirit of tolcr frtion ! not of that 
toleration that throws the humUiating arm 
of prote<fli(m over the creature of its forbear- 
ance, and, proud of its privileges i grants- as 
a boon what ought tabe conceded as a right; 
but of that toleration whiigh regards as 
children of the faisiie o#ig^hal, and entitled 
to an equal fhare of hid benefkehce, the 
profeflbrs of the primitive feith of the Pa- 
triarchs, the followers of th^ dogmas of the 
Catholic creed, and of Calvin, and the be- 
lievers in the fimjde truths of the gofpef* 
• ■ . • ■ " 

' Againft this innovating princi^te the B^ 
£tians for two centuries paft have ftruggled 
with zealous uniformity. Previous to tha 
French revolution, the ep<Scha of Jcwiih 
liberty, Gregoire, diftinguiflied no lefs fof 
a llriA adherence to his own faith, than for 
that large benevplence of foul which hails a 
brother in every religious creed, became tlie 
avowed advoc^tt of this perfcctited race, 

3 and 
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and prepared their way to. lifcerty, by incd!-. 
eating on the- minds of their perfecutor* 
the heavenly leflbn of toleration. Even the 
pale-faced crefcent, catching fome particles 
of its divine light, has at length refledted its 
favoring beanis on the celebration of Chrit 
tian worfliip. But in the Proteftant cantc» 
of Bafil no Cathciic rites are aHotved, and a 
Jew is an objeft of unceafing abhorrenct. 
Not only is the refidence of thefe elder bre- 
thren of tfeeir faith forbidden by the burgh-, 
ers of Bsafil ; but without the cxprcfs per- 
njiffion of the flipreme magiftrate, or ha- 
zarding the payment of a heavy fine, durft 
any Ifraelitifh wanderer reft within the 
walls for one night his wearied head. No 
adt of commerce can pafe between a Jew 
and a Bafilian, however equal their talents, 
in die arts of trade, without the intervefttion 
of a public officer in aid of the latter; ihd fa 
careful is the prot^ing hand of govern- 
incnt ih favor of the buKgher, that no 

contrail 
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contradt with a Jew, unlefs ratified hj 
the burgo-mafter, is binding on the be- 
liever. 

It has been invidioufly flated, that the 
jealoufy of trade has fuggefted thefe prudent . 
precautions; but the fuperior attainments 
of the inhabitants of Bafil, in the fcience of 
commerce, renders fuch a precaution un- 
neceflaiy. No perfon of difcernment will 
put in competition the fine commercial in- 
telligence of a burgher of Bafil, with the 
rude cunning of the miferable outcaft of his 
profcription; and thi? zeal againflt Judaifm 
mufl be refolved into the abhorrence with 
which Bafil Chriftians confider this impious 
feft, delivered over to final reprobation. The 
Jew, who does not underftand the niceties 
of Bafil belief, might indeed reafonably ex* 
ped: to find in a free ftate the privileges al- 
lowed to his brethren in defpotic countries 
by Catholic inquifitors : he may perhaps be 

allowed 
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allowed to murmur at the detail of in- 
hofpitality with which he is treated at 
Bafil, and exclaim widi the Jew of Ve- 
nice: 

<* O, Father Abraham) what thefe Chriftians are!** 

Shake spEAft* 



CHAP. 



119 A VliSW OP THB PRESEN'C 



CHAP. VIIL 



^t Atinib$rsr of the Council^ and the Profejfors of the 
Univirfity.^^Jndent and Modirn State of LiUn^ 
ture. 

W HEN wc obfcrve in the canton of 
Baiil, which is compofed of forty thoufand 
inhabitants, that more than thirty thou{and 
of that number enjoy no privileges, it will 
be fomc relief to find that liberty has taken 
refuge among the remainder. The adual 
number of burghers does not exceed feven 
thoufand, and of thefe no more than three 
hundred wield the fceptre of government 
for life, under the name of members of the 
great and little councils. 

Although, wheo vacancies take place, the 
members of thefe coimcils are chofen from 
. / . amongft 
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atnongftthe burgliers, they arc not chofen 
by them. The care of the norrrination falls 
to the lot of the taembers of the councils 
themfelves, who, knowkig frotti eaqperience 
the fatig«es md difficidties of governing, 
ai'e fuppofed to be better informied than the 
mafs of the bi^irghers, what heads are befi: 
organized ^r the duties of that important 
ftation. 



Tlte tight ^of cJti2fenfhip is never ac- 
iquired, as in Fi^ce, by refidence : the am^i- 
bitious wight who a%ircs to this dafthtK:* 
tion, aftet obtaimng the pisrmfiion of itbe 
grand cxmncil^ mtift puichafe the privilege 
with a large fura of money > unkfs he be- 
c^orftes ^efi^momred of finie fair daughter of 
a birrgher^ When be is allowed to make a 
compofition for his frtci^m. by paying jone 
half in money, and ^^ a cotapromife .for 
the other, taxing himfelf with a wife. But 
though admitted to be a burgHeri the^ifivi- 

lege 



*s 



tt2 A VIEW OP THE PRESENT 

fcge of being eligible to any office of the 
government belongs only to his pofterity of 
the third or fourth generation* Criminal 
Gonvidtion fufpends all civil rights, and the 
crime of bankruptcy at Bafil, ranked by 
other governments under the clafs of mis- 
fortunes, attaints with the fanae degradation 
even the higheft officers of the fbte. 

Left thirty-nine thoufand feven hundred 
inhabitants of the canton of Bdfil fhoiild 
murmur at being governed by three hundred 
felf-eleded individuals, means have been 
taken to leflen the appearance of this ufur- 
pation in the eyes of the people. With this 
view the eledlions of the vacant feats of go- 
vernment are made by lot ; when a vacancy 
happens fix candidates are chofen by the 
great council, after which thofe candidates 
draw lots for the place. 

■ 

This . mode of eledkion may perhaps be 

pardonable 
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pardonable with refped: to the members of 
the great and little council. Perhaps no 
eminent talents are requifite to fill thofe 
ftations, or to perform the parts of burgo* 
mailers or tribunes ; and indeed the opinion^ 
that it requires little art to govern, appears to 
be fpreading fo generally throughout Europe, 
that in many parts of it men feem difpofed 
to govern themfelves. 

But what is not to be forgiven is having 

adopted this mode of drawing lots to fill up 

the vacant feats at the univerfity. Thofe 

fuperior endowments of mind, which give 

the right of prefiding over the refearches of 

icience, are in all ages and nations difpenfed 

with parfimony, and at Bafii are probably 

for the moft part difpenfed in vain: fince 

no doubt chance often bids duUnefs mount 

the throne, while black-balled genius 

" waftes its talents on.the defart air.'* Of 

this ihere is a remarkable infbnce on the 

records 
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iecords of the tiniverfity, where thofe oint- 
ments of their country, the Hilarious ma* 
thematicians, the Bemouillis, who would 
have been the ornaments of any country^ 
after freq^ient rgedion by black-balls, ob* 
lained at length the chairs of profefTors of 
rhetoric and botany • 

It may indeed be now alledged in jafti- 
fication of this practice, that there is little to * 
leach fince there are few to learn : the col- 
leges are without pupils, and the profeflbr- 
ihips are merely finecures. Yet Balil was 
once -the centre of fcience> the chofen refi- 
dence of the great Erafmus, and poffefled 
<Qfi univerfity, the profefTors of which were 
rompofed o£ the tnoft enlightened men of 
the age, and on which the Eulers and the 
/Boehmens conferred celebrity : and wc are 
told by Mr. Cox, that he found fhop- 
&6cp6rs in this city reading Virgil, Horace, 
and Plutarch; from which -he was, no 

doubt. 
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doubt, WeU audioriz^d to draw his ccmc^lu-. 
fion^ : that there is no country in the World 
where the people areifo happy. But what^ 
ever were the Halcyon days of tafte and 
learning at the period of Mr. Cox's vifit» 
it is a melancholy fa(St/ that this literary 
fpirit has entirely evaporated fince his de«i 
parture. Thefe lettered triumphs, the 
** tales of other tiroes," are buried in ten- 
fold gloom: theSwifs themfelves admit,; 
that Bafil is the Bceotia of their country^ 
and Horace, Virgil, and Plutarch, are now. 
in. general difrepute. - not only among the 
fhopkeepers, but even among the wholefalc 

* 

dealers of this once daffic city. 

Science is in few countries the certain 
road to w:ealth, but the modfern rulers of 
Bafil fcem to haVe determined, that it Ihall 
thore be the fure path to poverty. Since^ 
ftrhile the citizens, whofe knowledge ^Xr 
tends only to the rules of arithmetic, who 

VOL. I. I read 
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read nothing but thtit ledgers^ tod utkler^ 
Aifid ildthiiig but the courfe of exdiange, 
enjoy-all the laviih luxuries of affl[i»»id^ 
tIKc ill-fofed tvi^t whorri die iove of kam-^ 
kig» or the in^ulfe of gomus^i l^ds to the 
pnrfdforftiip of a college, is forced to con- 
tetit himfclf with * that narrow ftipend, 
which, inftead of keeping pace with the 
iiicreafe of wealth, remains, amidft its ilow- 
uig tide, an antique monunient of the fe^W 
and fimple wants of early times. 

■ . ♦ •■ 

But to have annexed poverty to letters 
appears riot to have been thought (kfEcient 
by that portion of the praife- worthy Helve- 
tic body, which prefides over the deftinies 
of Baitl. They haveftamped a mark of 
difgrace on the brow of fcience ; a:nd whilll 
the tayldr, the fiflierman, the fhoe-Wiaker^ 
the boatman, all hien but the rhAn of let^i 
tcrfe, can aflert their claims as burghers ixi 
the public honors and 4igftitie$ of the ftate-, 

• « And 



Pope, 

the profcflbrsof the uiiivctfityare excluded, 
.Genius is treated, like other Grangers in the 
<dty of Baiil, ami rcfu^ all participatioa 
in the rights and immuiuities of its privi* 
kged burgherst 

Even here however we find a chofen few, 
who have not bowed the knee to Baal, and 
who cultivate letters with the ardour of ele* 
gant minds ; but their number is not fuf- 
ficient to fave their city from reproach, and 
thofe accomplifhed exceptions only ferve to 
eftablifh the general rule, as a folitary 
flower on a deiart heath reminds the tra^ 
veller of the fufrounding barreiuiefs. While 
I recall the few men of fuperior intellec- 
tual endowments, which -Bafil ftill can 
boaft^ the image of my venerable friend. 
Colonel Frey , naturally prefents itfelf to 
my mind : that refpedabk veteraa in litera- 

Iz ture 
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ture as well as arms, :whQ.ufiiteB widxthofc 
poliftied manners, acquired during fifty years 
of military fbrvice in France, all the mprfc 
folid attainments of learning ahd fcience : he 
poflcfles a fine library, one of the few cabi- 
nets of natural hiftory-at Bafil, which, rich 
in petrifications, marbles, and minerals, de- 
ferves the attention of ftranjgers, and pafles 
the evening of an adtive life in the placid 
fatisfadions of fhidy. I enjoyed the ad- 
vantage of his protection during my ftay at 
Bafil, and have a fufficiently difcerning fenfe 
of merit to know how to appreciate hh 
friehdfhip. Colonel Frey*s fecond fon is- 
married to M. du F , the romantic' 
hiftory of whofe parents is fketched in my 
ffrft volume of Letters on * France. 






\ ■ > 



\ » 



Mr. Le Grand, member of the great 

* • * 

council, an ardent apdr enlightened friend o£ 
tKe French' Republic, had taught his in- 
fants to lifp the-cherifhed ioHrids of liberty, 
^ - - and 



r • 
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and chaunt its favorite airs with fucfi fond 
cnthufiafm, that his houfe feemed to me a 
chapel worthy^of William Tell. 

Although the number of enlightened 
men in Bafil is very inconfiderable, it is eafy 
to perceive, that in the general refurrec- 
tion to liberty, ^¥hich Switzerland is about 
to experiencci* this canton, to borrow an 
expreilion from Gibbon, • will; froni its 
jnoral and geographical pofition, be the firft 
to call: away the (hroud. 



* f 
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CHAP. IX. 

jCkirhftties cf Bafil. ^Arfinal^Caihi4ral.'^BMu Li* 
brary*'^ Dance of Death.-^Diparture from BaftL'^ 
Simpack^-^Rifie&ims onihi Love of Pr^idonu 

OyRING our ftay J^t Bafa, wcviiit€4, 
^ke other travellers, the ar^al, the orn^ 
ments of wh^ich are compofed of ihieldsi^ 
fwords» and breaft-pktes, which frpm tbdj^ 
enormous iize, would crufli tcBi modern ci^ 
tizens of Bafil, and reminded lis of N^- 
tor's fpecch, where he exclaims — 

<* A god-like race pf heroes once I knew, ^ 
** Such, as no v^oY^ tbefe aged eyes fhaJl view/* 

Pope's Homer. 

We then p^eeded to the cathedral, a 
fine piece of architedlur?^, ' but disfigured 
without by a coating of re4 paint : what is 
moft int^refting within is • the tomb . of 

Erafmus. 
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£Faimus, a frugal (kblet of common mar«» 
ble fluck againft the wall. 

- At the public library we were fhcwn, 
with extreme politencfe, the various an4 
valuable curiofities it contains ; fuch as tho 
colle£tion of manufcripts which is highly 
precious, manufcript letters of JErafmus, 
the origii^ fltetches of mpft of the fine 
pidturei of Hoibein, the Paflion painted in 
the firft %le, of this mdler, and other ad« 
mirabk pieces worthy of the ^u^lic library^ 
and mufeum of Paris. 

We law M. Maihel's fine collcdticHl of 
ingravings, and we alfo vifited the hi4<^u& 
ieries of figures called the Dance of Deatl^ 
painted by Kleber, a pupil of Holbein. 
After* ieeing thefe, and fome oth^r lefs im-^ 
poFtant curiofities, we took leave of our 
friends at £afily in order to enjoy a nearer 
view of thofe fwblime objeds, which we 

I 4 liad 
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h^4 Ivithfrto.fecn onlyat a diiftancc.,Jifiing 
their hoary heads to the heayenfi. 

We crofledi again the Haverftcin, and 
pajQfed -through Pltcn to Arbourg, a foiajl 
town on the oriver Aar, overlooked by a 
caftle^ which is the northern baftik of the 

canton, of Berne: for. ftate-offcnders. From 

■ • 

ZpfGpgeri, a pleafant and populous town 
about two leagyes from Arbourg, we pro- 
ceeded through, a delicious country c{ gently 
fuelling . hills , . ai)d , finely watered : mea- 
dows, to Surfee, a tojvn of.the cdntofixQi 
Lucerne. Half a mile from Surfee is the 
La|&e of Sempach, along ivhich WjC traveled 
nearly, the ,whrfe.of its kpgtb^ and .whicl^ 
takes its naine- from a .^ftfe; toiYAron the 
eaftern ; fidq^, wher^ \yas . fpug^tv ^^t ever^ 
memorable, fb^tjjie ^ which ,gaye liberty ita 
Swit^jerland. With equal coi^t^ippt of tbeir 
ijumber? and difcipline,- Duke Leopold, |tt„ 
^Jie head of a fornsid^lile; phal^y,.and.at- , 
L : - . tended 
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tended by the firft nobility of the empire, 
attacked the little army, confifting of thir* 
teen hundred men of the four confederate 
cantons. Lucerne, Uri, 5chweitz, and Uo* 
daivalden. The Swifs had in vain attempt- 
ed to pierce the enemy's ranks, arid the fate 
of war hung doubtful; when Arnold de 
Wilkenreid, devoting himfelf, like Decius, 
to certain death, after recommending iiis 
wife and children to the care of his country, 
opened the way to vidory, by throwing 
himfelf on the lances of the Auftrians, who, 
feized witfi aftonifhment at this effort pf 
defperate valour, yielded to the impetuous 
torrent for which Wilkenreid had freed a 
paflage, and fled ; leaving Leopold on the 
field with the flower of his army. 

On the ipot where this memorable vic- 
tory was gained* is built a chapel in com- 
memoration of the event; in which arc 
feen the portraits of the Duke of Auflria* 

and 



;nid his ciiief nohilttyt rwliot peHifadd. jvirith 
hirav and whofe bondies were faranfpdited i^ 
hoxisl to fame difbnt abbey, while the afhes^ 
of die Swifs heroes jvet cpnfecrate t)^&dd 
rf bxm where they £o gendroufly poured 
out their lives. Several of theie cfa^pels^ 
the thoouitients of the piety and iralour of 
tjhe.early Swifa> are to be ieea iu this coun- 
try. ' As feftivals and gamps were inftituted 
9indag the Gi:eek8 to kedp alive, the heroi'« 
^^dwds: of their Binceilors, fo the Swifa« 
c«i the anmvetfaiy of great events^ wend 
jUfciJftcHftied to go in f<^emn prbcefllbn^ to 
ihefe <:|iapd^ and offer yp )ifaeir p^flic 
Aafcfc^iviffgs;-' ib' ■// -O: r-..v-- • 

* " ▼ ■ I r r. » » 

This pradice, v^HichiitGtem Ibng difc 
continued in other parts of Switzedand, is 
itill cdiferved >at thisxh^l/-^ Eveiytyoar, 
otk^ 4)inth of Jiilyv 8 foleixmini^fs is per* 
fontitd^ land- an K)rGH:ion>fbit^er^ the oc- 
<»fi<»f is^ ;plrino^^ .ReguHic of 

Lwccrne 
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Lucerne defrays the expcnce, and fome of 
the magiftrates attend the fcm€e. The in- 
habitants of this diUxhSt are pot altpgether 
unconfcious that they live in the neighbour- 
hood of heroes. The perfon who itndertooj^- 
to be our Cicerone, was a imart-laokiog 
boftefsof a village inn. — ** There," faid 
Ihe, ** on tke brow of that hiU we flood, 
drefled in carters* ii:ocks, and the Auilrians 
thought we were a frefh army of foldiers.** 
By "we were meant the women of that day, 
who, according to local tradition, for it does 
not appear to be recorded io^jwny jaift^yi 
made ufe of thjis itr^^gqia Jto. multiply the 
appearance of theipcm^Kiderated'fofaes. Had 
our Cicerone iiveds* that period/ there js 
no doiibt, from the energy with which flie 

iflpputi^djtp J^e^elf tl^ feaf^ Qf }^v wv»ftjy; 
thaf ihe wo^il^ lji^ve;.teen ifva^rppi^ fS^dkii 

yw of this.^#/j^y^r|^rM^. . 

'.J ' ' f 

I of 
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of their ancdftors is chcriiHcd by enflaved 
nations with fond enthufiafm, and even de- 
generated nations attempt to hide their'own 
difgrace beneath the glories of their hiftory. 
When the French armies lately entered* 
Greece, the Patriarch, at the head of the 
proceffion, met the conquerors with the 
books of Homer. Though bowed beneath 
the yoke of European tyranny, 

*• Th' unconqugrablc mind, and freedom'^ holjr 
flame,'* 



Is felt, not only by 



M 



the iavage youth 



^^ Beocath thcjodonms ihade . . : 

. «<OfChUi'sboimdk6foreftslai4V' 

Gray* 

but througliout the immenfe trad of that 
*ich*«nd violated continent, where the Pc-* 
ruviah, ftealing from the'g;lance of his 
tyrant, hies to the native circle, joins in 
the melancholy- danxsc,' -and ■ laments; with 

tears. 
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tears, the departed fplendour of liis c6un- 
try* 

. * or the exigence of this fond enthuiiafm I have 
lately heard much from ibme well informed French* 
men, who had been long refident in that part of the 
globe, and who, under the falfe pretence of their being 
engaged in a confpiracy in favour of liberty, were thrown 
into the dungeons of Mexico, where they remained 
loaded with irons till after the conclufion of the peace 
between France and Spain, when they were ordered 
to leave the country* The Viceroy of Mexico, bro- 
ther of the Prince de Paix, as a reward for his vigilant 
perfecution of thofe French citizens, was decorated by 
his Court with the title of Reconquiftador, and a fe- 
cond Cortez. 

When in my poem on Peru, one of my earlieft pro* 
du£lions, I fondly poured forth the wiih that the na- 
tives of that once happy country might regain their 
freedom, it feemed rather the illufive dream of fancy, 
than founded on any folid bafis of hope. That revo* 
lution had not yet taken place, which appears deflined 
to break the fetters of mankind in whatever region 
they are found, and which transforms what was once 
the vifion of poetic enthufiafm into the fober certaint/ 
«f expe^btion. 

The 
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The luiman mind, froasen uhdtr the fuu 

pcrftition of ages, unfolds itfelf to the gcu 
nial gale of freedom, paffing evra for a 
snoment over its ftiflfened faculties. The 
tranfient revolt of Rhoizi was regarded by 
Petrarch as the return of the golden age of 
Rome; and the fubjedt of the Italian Pon- 
tiflf views, at the prefent day, the light of 
freedom refledled from the rocks of the Cif- 
alpine Republic on the capitol, and hails 
the happy augur. 

Feftivals in favour of liberty, had they 
been habitual in Switzerland, would pro* 
bably have been forbidden by the policy of 
the times. It would have been dangerous 
to have kindled fuel near fo mighty a Con- 
flagration. But where the fpirit of liberty 
is to be prefer ved or excited, as in France, 
perhaps no means is more efFedual than that 
of the periodical commemoration of great 

events^ 



V 



events. What Frenchman* cau hear, un- 
moved, the names of Fleurus, Lodi, Kell, 
Arcole, and the Tagliamento ? — ^but were the 
long lift of French vicflories to be comme- 
morated, the calendar itfelf would fcarcely 
contain the catalogue* 






CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 



Ltiariii.^Voyage down the halt of Lutirne.^-^Ger^ 
fou. — Scbweitz. — Brunmn.^ TiWs CbapiL — Lait 
tfUri, 

JulFTER leaving the lake of Sempach, wc 
afoended the hills that lead to Lucerne. 
From their fummits, we were firft prefent- 
ed with the near view of that grand and 
jnajeftic -fcenery, which we had hitherto 
only beheld at a diftance. Mount Pilate 
lifted high above the rolling clouds its 
ihagged head; of which, at intervals, wc 
caught a glance, while its dark green fides 
contrafted finely with the varied vegetation 
around us. 



The approach to Lucerne is beautifully 
pidurefque. About half a league from the 

town 
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tewn we crofled the Eiranen, near the fpot 
where it mingles its ftreams with the Reufs, 
which pours its fwelling and limpid wa* 
ters of a grafly hue from the lake* Lu- 
cerne is divided by this river, and the lake, 
into unequal portions, but the communica- 
tion is rendered eafy and agreeable by means 
of four bridges 1 one of which, of ordinary 
conilrudtion, ferves for the paflage of car- 
riages, while the other three are calculate^ 
only for foot paffengers. Thefe bridges j 
one of which is fix or feven hundred feet in 
length, and another from three to four 
hundred feet, prefent delightful views over 
the kke to the mountains, and ferve as 
walks to the inhabitants, who are Iheltered 
from the fun and rain, by a roof fupported 
at every ten fteps by pillars of wood : be- 
tween thofe pillars pannels are fixed, paint- 
ed c^ both fides, which reprefent in 
fome places the moft celebrated events of 
their national*' hiftory, and in others fcrip- 
VOL* I. K tore- 
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turc firbjefts, and ferKriful figures of poctrj^ 
and romance, fuch as winged dragons^ 
griffins, dfevils, and centaurs: 

« Monfters and Hydras, and Chimeras dire." 

Milton. 

Some of thcfe paintings arc well exe- 
cuted ; but are unfavourably placed on ac- 
. count of the fhadow of the roof. One of 
Our Lucerne friends pointed out a piece 
which reprefented an execution, the inftru- 
ment of death refembles the machine, of 
which fuch abhorred ufe was made in 
France during the reign of terror, and rob& 
of the merit of the invention a member of 
the fir ft national aflembly, M. Guillotin^ 
whofe name it bears. 

As we wifhed to crofs the Alps without 
delay, we remained but a fhoft time at Lu- 
cerne, intending on our return to take a 
more detailed view of this enchanting 
• > • cbuntiy. 
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tountry. Before our departure wc made a 
vifit to General PfyfFer, whofe plan irt relief 
q{ the little cantons is an interefting monu^ 
ment of topographical genius and laborious 
conftancy-i The General related to us, with 
his ufual affability, all the perils and diffi- 
culties he had encountered in the formation 
of this admirable mimick-creation of filver 
torrents, rnoffy forefts, tin-houfes^ and glafg 
lakes i 

Wc embarked our horfes, and departing 
from Lucerne at an early hour of a fine 
cloudlefs morning, began our voyage dowa 
the lake to Altorf. The hills rifing from 
the fhores near the town, which are but of 
little elevation, are covered for the moft 
part with country-houfes and gardens; 
and here the inhabitants, inftead of warring 
. with nature by ftrait lines and trimmed 
trees, had aided her lovelinefs by their tafte 
in difpofition and forbearance in ornament. 

K 2 At 
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. At the diftance of three miles from Lu- 
cerne the lake opens on both fides, ftretch- 
iilg away on the left to the canton of Zug, 
and on the right to that of Under walden. 
On the one fide Mount Pilatej rifing ab- 
rupt from the waters, difplayed its fublime 
and uncovered head.: on the other the lofty 
but more humble Rigi poured down its nu- 
merous torrents, illuminated by the fun- 
beams, like filvered lines in fwift fuccef- 
fion, at which we gazed with delight, while 
we were pafliDg along tremendous rocks, 
whofe vaft Ihadows fell black upon the 
-clear azure of the waters. Before us fhe 
inoimtains fwelled majeftically, clothed with 
a- luxuriancy of trees ; but as we proceeded 
^he rocks narrowed, and feemed to forbid, 
our progrefs . : 

AtJthis point the breadth of the lake is 

Arery inconfiderable ; but having palled thefe 

ftraights a turn of the rock difcovers ano- 

* I ther 
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ther ample fea, when we difcerned the 
lofty hills of Uri on our right; and to 
the weft a confiderable portion of the re- 
fluent lake that waftied the rC^^of Under- 
walden. 



On the left, beneath the inacceffible and 
encircling craggs of the Rigi, is-iituated the 
independent ftate of Gerfau, where we dif- 
cmbarked. 



This Republic comprehending its re- 
gency, fingle, double, and triple councils, 
treafurer, grand fautier, fecretaries, judges, 
minifters, officers, naval and military force, 
and the governed of all defcriptions, con- 
tains from nine hundred to a thoufand fouls. 
Cavalry makes no part of the ftrength of 
this territory, fince the lofty ramparts of 
rock, by which it is divided from the main 
land, are inacceffible to horfes. It poffisffes, 
however, a numerous fleet of boats, which 

K 3 rode 
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rode at anchor before the port, and pr©» 
venttrd for fome time the entrance of our 
yeffel. Haying cm our landing fauntered 
to one part of the Hate to ta|ce a furvey of 
its edifices, our ears were aflailed by a tUi. 
multuous noife, which proceeded from the 
tuneful throats of a multitude aflembled ii^ 
the church at the other end of the repub-* 
lie, celebrating the praifes of Saints Zeno 
?md Bridget. 

The chief import of this republic is raw 
01k, which is mapufadlurcd for Bafil and 
^urichj its exports are principally fruit and 
filh, in the capture of which the fleet is em- 
ployed which we faw moored in the har- 
bour. 



Gcrfau allied itfelf to the democratic 
cantons in the beginning of the fourteenth 
century, and adopted their form of govern- 
ment. The hiftory of the wars and treaties, 

4 troubles. 
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troubles, domcftic and foreign, of this 
fmall republic, though it make no confi- 
derable figure in the hiftory of the world, 
fills many a page in the records of d\e Lake 
of the four cantons. 



The earlieft warlike atchievcment of Ger- 
{au appears to have been direded againft 
Lucerne, Difcontented with a decifion 
given by the canton of Zug, as arbitrator, 
in favour of the Lucemois, the Gerfovians, 
like Homer's heroes, began hoftilities . by 
ftealing the cattle of their neighbours of 
Wigis, 

« 

.^* When from their ftgy fled the trembling fwains, 
>^ And theirs was all the plunder of the plains ; 
'** Fifty white flocks, full fifty herds of fwine, 
*' As many goats, as many lowing kine." 

Pope's Iliad, Book xi. 

Reprifals were made, and the conteft might 
perhaps have been as bloody as that of the 

K 4 Pylian 
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Pylian Sage with the Epian powers, hrf 
not the allied cantons interfered, and im-f 
pofed a heavy retribution oa the Gerfo-i 
yians. 



This republic, which is faid to be the 
leaft in Switzerland, and perhaps in Eu-. 
rope, and is fcarcely known beyond the ken 
of the craggs, and the lake that furround 
it, far from furnifhing us with new themes 
of the^happinefs and fecuri ty of fuch hum- 
ble ftates, bprc ijiany marks of the vices 
and defcifts of ipore exteniive governments. 
A few handfopie manfions, furrounded by 
wretched cabins, and infefted by begga.rs, 
afforded no prefumptive evidence of an 
equal diftribution of power or wealth. The 
republic df Gerfau, however, has fome- 
tim?s had the honour of holding the ba- 
tgince of Swifs power, and is faid at the 
famous battle of Cappel, in which Zuin- 
|;lius fell, to have turned the fcale in favoujc 

of 
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of the caufe for which they fought, and to 
have been one of the principal inflxuments 
in the prefervation of the Catholic religion 
in Switzerland, 



After having vifital whatever was wor- 
thy of notice at Gerfau, we reiriibarked and 
proceeded on our voyage. The canton of 
Schweitz lay in the di red: ion we were fail- 
ing, prefenting us with a fine perfped:ive 
of woody and romantic country* rifing from 
Hoping hills, on the fide of which the towft 
of Schweitz is built, into lofty forefts of 
pines, which are crowned by two toweting 
mountains with fliarp pointed peaks. The 
town of Brunen is the port of this , n-t 
ton, and the road from thence to Schewitz; 
about two miles dillance, is an agreeable 
walk, which is ufually taken by every tra- 
veller who fails up this lake ; fince fjpW re- 
fufc to turn a little out of their way in drdfit 

to 
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to tread upon the fpot wKich gives its name 
to Switzerland, 



The fliores of the Lake of the four can- 
tons have witneffed moll of the great anions 
thswt have been performed in Switzerland; 
as thofe of the Mediterranean have been the 
icenes of whatever has moft dignified the hif- 
tory of the world. At Brunen, in 13 15, 
the, treaty was confirmed between the conn-* 
tries of Uri, Schewit?:, and Underwalden, 
wjiich aflerted their independence. At 
iSgrutlen, a village at the foot of the Seeleif. 
jburgy oa th^ o^ofijt^ fide of the lake, was 
held the^ ccHif^era(y where the generous 
^fign was plai^ned by the ^hrpe herpes ioif 
the doliv^r^Gp pf their ^x>imtry. The 
chi^^ pf Willianj Tell, a§ we .advance, 
p«5fent3 itfkl^ m the righi(p .perched among 
the rp^s^ in con^n^enjorjition pf hi§ efcapp 
frpro the hailiflf C5eifler, \>y leaping .from 

the 
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* 

the host iji xk)S^ midft of a tempeft. raifcd bjr 
fubterraneoiis win4s, which often fc^deir 
this n^vig^tion dangerous. 

Nq place cquld furejy be fowid more 
correfpondent to a great and generous pur** 
pofe, more worthy of an heroical and lUb- 
lime action, than the auguft and folemn 
fcenery around us. The Lake which wc 
had traverfed nearly from weft to eaft, 
turns dired from the point oppofite Brunen 
tp the fputh, and is faid to be in this part 
£x or fevcn hundred feet deep. This 
branch is called the Lake of Uri. Near its 
entrance infulated pointed rocks of iingular 
form and conftrucition rife boldly from the 
water. Having paffcd thofe precipices, we 
entered into a gulph, of which the boun* 
(daries were awfully terrific. On. each fide 
of the profound abyfs, the dark lowering 
rocks rofe fometimes abrupt and barren, 
fpmetimes prefenting tufts of pine and 

beech 
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beech between its Ihiaggy mafles, and occa- 
fionalty bejrond thcfe favage limits of the 
lake, the eye caught a glimpfe of moun- 
tains in the lofty perfpeftive, clothed mid- 

• ■ - • . 

way with forefts, and rifing into peaks of 
alternate pafturage and craggs. 

Beneath their inacceflibfe ramparts, whofe 
enormous height gives an appearance of 
narrownefe to the lake, we iailed, gazing 

with that kind of wrapt aftonifhment which 

► • . . . , 

fears to difturb, or be difturbtd' by the mu- 
tual commuriioition of thought. The ap- 
proach of night fpread new forms of flia* 
dowy greatnefs over the fcene. We had 
loitered many hours on our paflage, forget- 
ting' *hat the laft part of our voyage was 
the nioft perilous. But the unruffled ftill- 
nefs <>f the water, the delicious ferenity of 
the evening j and the long refleded rays of 
the moon frofn the whitened fummits of the 
cppofijte mountains, of which we fometimes 

caught; 
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caught a glimpfe, difSjfeited every . idea of 
danger. The only founds that broke the 
awful filence were the gentle motion of the 
oars of our wearied boatmen, and the toll- 
ing of the diftant bell from Altorf, borne 
down the lake, and 



** Swinging flow with fuUen roar." 

'- Milt OK, 

We had pafTed through aU the foft grada- 
tions of twilight, and had enjoyed the 
brown6ft horrors of evening in all their 
deepening gloom, before the moon had 
fcaled the lofty fummits which concealed 
her from our view. At length fhe burft 
upon us in her fulleft radiancy, illumining 
the dufky fides of the cragged rocks, and 
the dark foliage of the piny woods;, bur- 
nifhing with her filver rays the fmooth 
and limpid waters ; (hooting her fliadowy 
beams along the lake to the diftant perfpec^ 

tive 



144 A^^fBW 0# *«E fKtSt^if 

five of thd moUnflfds 1;re bad kft behind i 
tnd lighting up the whole majeftic fccaierjr 
with glorious ^d diaftened Itiftre* 

We reached almoft \^ith regret Fliiellen, 
the port whither we were boiind, zmi 
mounting our horfes proceeded to Altorf, 
which lies at the diftante of two miles^ 



» . 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 

Aburf.^ William TeU.-r^jffient to St. Gothard.^ 
Wajfen, — Valley of Schellinen. — DeviFs Bridge.--^ 
Vali of Vrfenen. 

Notwithstanding our impa- 
tience to climb St. Gothard, it wcaild have 
been unpardonable not to have palled a few 
hours in contemplating the moft remarkable 
objecfts at Altorf, the capital of Uri, and 
the laurelled cradle of the Helvetic confede- 
ration^ 



Two hundred years fince, the tree yet 
ftood eredt in the market-place, to whkh 
the fon of William Tell was bound. On 
this facred fpot is built a kind of painted 
tower, and at fome little diftance, where it 
is faid the father ftood, when he fliot the 
apple from his fon's head, a public foun- 
tain 
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^n is creded, called Tell's' fountain 3 oil 
which is placed the froWning ftatue of this 
generous deliverer- of his country* There 
muft furely be fome defedt in the hearty 
which feels no enthufiaftic glow, While we 
tread over the fpots where thofe heroes have 
trod, who have ftruggled for the liber- 
ties of mankind, or bled for their rights* 
Yet one of that everlafting race of doubters > 
who wage an eternal war with all thofe 
fublime traditions, thofe heroical facrifices, 
and thofe deeds of greatnefs, which it is 
delightful to believe, has deftroyed with a 
touch of his fterile pen all the bright im- 
ages with which imagination peoples this 
fcene of marvels, by aflerting in a treatife, 
p\j[blifhed thirty years fince at Berne, that 
all the romantic feats of William Tell were 
in far remoter times performed by Toko, a 
Dane, againft Harold, a king of Denmark, 
in the tenth century* This cold enquirer 
V(i$ probably not aware of all the difagree- 

abk 
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able fen fatibns, which would be felt by en^ 
thufiaftic travellers, who had been worfhip- 
ping the ftatue of Tell, when they were in- 
formed that their hoihage ftiould be ad- 
dreffed to Toko. It is indeed pretended that 
there is an unfortunate co-incidence of cir- 
cumftances in the narration of the Danifti 
hiftorian, with refpedl to the fliooting at 
the apple, and the fpeech made to the 
tyrant. The fovereigh council of Beme, 
however, ordered the book to be burnt, and 
I feel much inclined to excufe this coercive 
meafure of thofe puiflant Lords, fince I 
cannot but fhare their refentment. Tell is 
in England, as well as Switzerland, the 
hero of our infancy ; the marvellous tale of 
the apple is one of our earlieft leffons , and 
. who can endure to give to Toko thofe tro- 
phies, which he has been taught from child- 
hood were the rights of Tell ! The only 
circumftance in the Saxon's favor, or rather 
that of the author who cites him, is the mo- 
VOL. I. L defty 
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defty with which he delivers his doubts : 
had he lived in our days, he would, per- 
haps, have allegorized William Tell and 
■Toko himfelf, with as little ceremony as 
M. Dupuis, and his lefs learned pupils in 
infidelity, have allegorized the moft facred 
charadlcrs of antiquity. The fantaftic fpe- 
xulations of thefe later Pyrrhonifts have in- 
deed been treated with more feverity than 
the fable of the Hiftorian. The political in- 
fallibility of a fovereign council may per- 
haps be arraigned, and Roufleau fuggefts, 
** that burning is not anfwering;*' but who 
fhall raife up the whimfical tribe of AUe- 
gorifts, cruflicd beneath the logical wit of 
the philofophical believer ? 

After leaving Altorf, we journeyed along 
a valley of three leagues, through which the 
Rcufs flows with the ordinary rapidity of a 
Swifs river^ 



About 
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About fix miles from Altorf, we pafled 
by a chapel in a meadow ; the fa9ade of 
which was decorated with a highly co- 
loured painting reprefenting a ftag-hunt, 
which appeared to be a Angular ornament 
for a place of religious worfhip. We found 
upon inquiry, that this meadow was one 
of the places of general affembly, that 
it was called the Jag-Matt, or hunting mea- 
dow ; and that on the day of St. Mark the 
whole country march to this chapel in pro- 
ceflion. 

The rocks, clothed at intervals with trees 
of various forts, rofe high and fteep on each 
fide of the valley, which wore a fertile and 
fmiling appearance till we came to the vil- 
lage of Stag; above which the Alps firll: 
lift their majeftic heads. Here we began to 
afcend that mafs of mountains, which is ra- 
ther the bafe than the mountain itfelf of St* 
Gothard. The road fuddenly becomes fo 

L 2 ileep, 
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fttep, that it required at firft fome addrcfs 
to keep a feat on hor feback. The river, 
ivhich glided gently through the valley on 
its expfanded bed, being now hemnied in by 
rocks, begfns to ftruggle for its paffage at a 
jiroiSnmd depth. The pine-clad hills rofe 
oh each iide to our fartheft ken, down 
^hich torrent ftreams- were n^tihing, and 
troffed bur way to mingte themfelves with 
the Reufe, which continually prefented new 
fceries^ of wonder. The mountains feemed 
to clofe upon us as A^e advanced, fometimes 
but juft fpao^ enough was left to admit the 
pafJage of the river foaming through the 
^rocks, which feem obftihately tb oppofe its 
^aflkgfe* The road lay for a confiderablc 
liength on the left fide of the precipices, from 
^ which we beheld the ftruggles of the wa- 
fers, and the tremendous fucceffioft of caf- 
cades which they formed^— art abrupt pre- 
cipice, forbidding the continuance of the 
road on this 0de. Abridge of hardy conftruc- 
. ^ . . tion 
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tion led to the oppofite mountain, which is 
afcendcd, till meeting with a fimilar ob- 
ftruftion, \\c crofTed the ftream again to 
the left. 



On one of thefe bridges, wx halted to 
gaze upon the fcene around us, and the 
yawning gulph below. The depth is fo 
tremendous, that the firft emotion, in look- 
ing over the bridge, is that of terror, left the 
fide fhould fall away and plunge you into 
the dark abyfs ; and ft requires fome reflec- 
tion to calm the painful turbulence of fur- 
prize, and leave the mind the full indulg- 
ence of the fenfations of folcmn enthufiaftic 
delight which fwell the heart, while we 
contemplate fuch ftupendous objcdts. 

The name of this bridge, in the language 
of the country, is the Prieft's leap ; whether 
the holy man leapt over the gulph, or into 
it, is not remembered, but it is difficult to 

L 3 h6ar 
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hear the ftory on the fpot without an invo- 
luntary fhudder, or fancy yourfelf in per- 
fedl fecurity. 

«^ The very place puts toys of dcfperation, 
** Without more motive, into every brain, 
** That looks fo many fathoms to the gulph, 
" And hears it roar beneath." , 

Shakespear. 



The ;road up to the village of Waflen is 
highly romantic : here the induftry of men 
has tamed fomc of thofe wild torrents, of 
which fuch numbers run idly to wafte ; and 
fawing mills and other machinery owe 
their impulfe to thofe fwiftly defccnding 
volumes. In this village we halted to re- 
pofe from our fatigues, and began to feel 
fome of the mountain breezes which con- 
trafted very agreeably with the concentrated 
heat that had fubdued us in the valley be- 
neath. It was Sunday, the day was fine, 
and the village was crouded with the moun- 
taineers 
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taineers who had come in to keep the fcfti- 
val, and pradife, as they do every week in 
fome village of the Canton, the art of 
(hooting at a mark, which, independent of 

■ 

the amufement, is a duty impofed on every 
citizen, who, under the infpedlion of a ma- 
giftrate, is obliged in the courfe of the year 
to fire a certain number of rounds, that he 
may keep his arms in order, and not forget 
the means of defending his country in cafe 
of invafion. We could yet fee no traces of 
fnow, except in the numerous torrents which 
rolled down the enormous mountains, the 
ftreams of which were confiderably in- 
creafed from a caufe that in lefs mountain- 
ous countries would have produced an oppo- 
fite dFedt, the exceffive heat and drynefs of 
the weather, which melted the fnows of the 
Glaciers. 



The views around Waflen are aftonifh- 
ing for their variety as well as beauty. You 

L 4 perceive. 
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perceive, however, after paffing the village, 
that you are advancing into a country where 
man is obliged to be continually at war 
with nature. On one .fide the mountain 
was ftripped of its piny cloathing to fome 
wctent, difcovering, inftead of dark green 
foliage, a bare rocky and gravelly wafte, in- 
terfperfed with wrecks of trees. This, we 
were told, was the ravage of an avalanche. 
When whole forefts of majeftic height are 

« 

fwept away with irrefiftible fury, what 
means of defence can human force oppofe 
to fuch mighty deftmftion ?. Men, how- 
ever, live tranquilly amidft the danger, and 
build their houfes in fuch pofitions, and af- 
ter fuch a conftrudlion, that the enemy, 
even if he chances to take the diredlion of 
their habitations, may pafs over them un- 
hurt. 



Rocks,' fqj" £he moft part, are made their 
allies againft thefe invafions from the fnowy * 

moun- 
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mountains; but even rocks, coeval w^ith . 
time, often yield to the terrible devaftation. 
As we advanced, the country, which had 
hitherto prefented fcenes of blended grace 
and majefty, began to afliime an afpedl of 
favage wildnefs and terror. A few habita- 
tions and green fpots amidft thefe deferts, 
gave ftill fome relief to the piece ; but after 
• paffing the little village of Geftinen, and 
the torrent of the Meyn which croffes the 
road to increafe the waters of the Reufs, all 
is tremendous and awful. Here no pines 
wave their lofty heads, no mountain fhrubs 
difplay their fimple flowrets, nor does evei^ 
a blade of weed betray the poffibility of ex- 
iftence to any thing that breathes. 

It was now the moft luxuriant part of 
fummer ; we had left the glowing harvefts 
beneath ripe for the fickle, and the fruits at 
two or three leagues diftance hung in la- 
viflji clufters upon the bough; but in this 

region 
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region it not only was winter, but a winter 
that feemed here to have fixed its eternal 
abode; for not only were there no traces of 
renovation to infpire hope, but the impoffi- 
bility of change was every where obdurately 
marked. Immenfe piles of naked rock, 
not lefs lofty than the mountains along 
which we paffed, rofe fometimes perpendi- 
cularly above our heads, and fometimes fall- 
ing back, left between the road and their 
horrid tops immenfe mafles that feemed 
ihivered from their fides, forming vafl: fields 
of rock. 



This paffage, which in fummer is fuffi- 
dently terrific, becomes dangerous in win- 
ter, by the frequent ava lanches that rufli 
from thofe tremendous heights; and fo de- 
licately are thefe meflengers of deftrudtion 
hung on the fummits, that the guides and 
mule-drivers tye up the beUs of their cattle 
to' prevent the gingling, and forbid a word 

to 
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to be fpoken by the paffengers, that the ava- 
lanche, which waits on the mountain to 
overwhelm them, may not hear them ap- 
proach. Little croffes placed by the road 
fide where travellers have perifhed, are me- 
lancholy mementos of fuch mortal accidents, 
againft which, however, precautions arc 
taken, by firing mulkets to Ihake the air 
and precipitate the impending avalanche. 
Huge fragments of rocjc fometimes prefent 
theraifelves as if they threatened to obftrua 
the way; and we remarked one enormous 
piece of beautiful granite that (kirted the 
road, and is called the devil's ftonie, which, 
on account of fome mifunderftanding with 
the people of the country, he brought down 
from the mountain, to deftroy fome of the 
works he had himfelf formerly con- 
ftrudted. 



If any fuperftition is pardonable, it is 
that of the inhabitants of this mountain, 

and 
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tnd had the epic poets from Homer, down 
to our fublime Milton, feea this valley of 
Schellinen before they defcribed their Tar- 
tarus or Pandemonium, they would have 
caught fome new images of the favage and 
terrificj and their hells would have been ha- 
bitations lefs defirahle. 



The devil of this country, however, 
cannot, iii the eftimation of the rude moun- 
lameers,. be the fame malignant mifchievous 
fiend which the inhabitants of plains and ci- 
vilized countries make him, fince, if he has 
chofen this chaos of nature for his habita- 
ticMi, he has not fliut up his palace, like 
other ftately monarchs, from the vulgar eye, 
hut, on the ccaitrary, has unfolded the re- 
ccfles of hia dwjslling by opening ways, 
and building bridges, which the moun- 
taineers believe none but himfelf could have 
conftradbed, and by which he has certainly 
•• deferved well of the country/* 

Nothing 
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Nothing can be imagined more bold and 
daring than the road that leads through the 
valley of Schellinen to the mountain of St* 
Gothard ; the difficulties appear almoft in- 
furmountable ; fometimes the road feems 
fo narrow between frightful precipices on 
each fide, that great blocks of granite are 
placed on the edges as fafeguards to the 
paflengers; and where the mountain forbids 
all poifibility of paflage, oflfering an impe- 
netrable rampart by its vertical abruptnefs, 
the path juts out from the fide fupported 
foy arches and pillars, which are built up 
from fome falient points of the mafs be- 
neath, and feems " a ridge of pendant 
■rock over the vexed abyfs/* 

This road, the breadth of which differs 
according to the facility of conflruftion, is 
in fome places from twelve to fifteen feet 
wide, and in others only ten, leaving in 
general fpacc enough for loaded mules to 

:pa{s 
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pafs each other; it is paved the greatefl: 
part of the way with granite, and is com- 
pared, by Mr. Raymond, to ^ ribband 
thrown negh'gently over the mountains. 

After winding for fome time among 
thefe awful fcenes, of which no pointing 
can give an adequate defcription, and of 
which aa imagination the moft pregnant in 
fublime horrors could form but a very im- 
perfed: idea, we came within the found of 
thefe cataradls of the Reufs which an- 
nounced our approach towards another ope- 
ration of Satanic power, called the Devil's 
Bridge. We were more flruck with the 
auguil drapery of this fupernatural work, 
than with the work iifelf. It feemed lefs 
marvellous than expectation had pidtured it, 
and we were perhaps the more difappoint- 
cd, as we remembered that * ' the wonder- 
ous art pontificur* was a part of archited:urc 
with which his infernal majelty was per- 

fedly 
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fed:ly well acquainted; and the rocks of 
the valley of Schellinen were certainly as 
folid foundations for bridge-building a.s 
** the aggregated foil, folid or flimy," 
which was coUedled amidft the wafte of 
chaos, and crouded drove ** from each fide 
Ihoaling towards the mouth of hell*.'^ 

On this fpot we loitered for fome time to 
contemplate the ftupendous and terrific fee- 
nery. The mountainous rocks lifted their 
heads abrupt, and appeared to fix the limits 
of our pjogrefs at this point, unlefs wc 
could climb the mighty torrent which was 
ftruggling impetuoufly for pafTage under 
our feet, after precipitating its afHidled wa- 
ters with tremendous roar in fucceffive caf- 
cades over the disjointed rocks, and filling 
the atmofphere with its foam. 

Sepaxating ourfelves with reludlance from 

♦ ParadifeLoft, Bookx. 

thefe 



' , 
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ihefe objedls of overwhelming greatnefs. 
We . turned arv angle of the mountain at 
the end of the bridge, and proceeded along 
a way of difficult afcent, which led to a 
rock, that feemed inflexibly to bar our paf- 
fage. A bridge faflened to this rock, by 
iron work, and fufpended over the torrent, 
was formerly the only means of pafling, 
but numerous accidents led the government 
to feek another outlet . , The * rock being 'too 
high to climb, and too weighty to remove, 
the engineer took the middle way, and 
bored a hole in the folid nmafs tvfo hundred 
feet long, and about ten or twelve feet 
broad and high, through which he carried 
the road. The entrance into this fubterra- 
neous paflage is almoft dark, and the little 
light that penetrates through a crevice in 
the rock, ferves only to make its obfcurity 
more vifible. Filled with powerful images 
of the terrible and fublime, from the enor- 
^lous objeifts which I had been contemplate 

4 ing 
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kig fof fome hours paft, objeds, the formf 
of which were new to my imagination, it 
vfBS not without a feeling of reluctance tha< 
1 plunged into this fcene of night, whofb 
thick gloom heightened every fenfation of 
tcrror# 

After paffing through this cavern, tho 
view which fuddenly unfolded itfelf ap* 
peared rather a gay illufion of the fancy 
than real nature* No magical wand was 
ever fabled to fhift more inftantaneoufly the 
feene, or call up forms of more ftriking 
contrail to thofe on which we had gazed. 
On the other fide of the cavern we feemed 
ftmidft the chaos or the overthrow of nature j 
on this we beheld her dreft in all the love- 
linefs of infancy or renovation, with every 
charm of foft and tranquil beauty. The 
ftigged 9nd flony interflices between the 
tirx>untain and the road were here changed 
into fmooth and verdant paths; the abrupt 

M precis 
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precipice. and fhaggcd rock were metamor- 
phofed into gently flopiog declivities; tbe 
barren and monotonous deiart was tran&r 
fixmed into a fertile and fmiling plain. The 
long rcfbunding catara<%, ftruggling through 
the huge maffes of granite, here be- 
came a calm and limped current, gliding 
over fine beds of land with gentle mur- 
murs » as if reluctant to leave that enchant- 
ing abode. 

Near the middle of this delicious valley^ 
called the Vale of Urferen, is the village of 
In-der-Malt^ which appeared to have been 
lately built : behind it was a fmall foreft of 
pine trees^ which are preferved with fa 
much care as a rampart againft the 'ava- 
lanches, that the facred wood was not held 
more inviolate; and we were told, that the 
profanation of the axe on this palladium 
would be followed with the death of tlie 
facrilegious offender. . . 

One 
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One of my fellow travellers obferved, 
that this valley, which is. three miles in 
length, and two in breadth, had, according 
to every appearance, been originally a lake; 
for which he adduced many niineralogical 
reafons ; and that the drying up of the lake 
was occafioned by' fome violent fraction at 
the bottom of the valley, which drained the 
water off from the land, leaving it in its 
prefent form. Every part of the valley bore 
marks of high cultivation, if that term can 
be applied to the culture of meadow lands, 
where we faw herds of cattle grazing. One 
produdlion indeed, eflaitially neceffary for a 
country fo elevated, was wanting; although 
the day had been uncon;Miionly beautiful and 
ferene, and the fun fhed its foftefl rays 
where we entered this valley, yet the fnows 
on the higher mountains, and our feelings, 
when at the clofe of the evening we reached 
the village of the Hofpital, at the oppofite 
fide of the valley, reminded us that the 
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moft acceptable offering our hoft amid 
make us was, one of thofe bundles of wodA 
which the villagers are obliged to bring up 
with great labour and cxpcncc . from the 
mountains beneath* 



According to popular tradition, this val^ 
ley was not always £d unprovided with this 
article of" firft neceffity : the mountaineer* 
aie perfuaded that their hills were once co- 
vered with forefts, but that fome magician 
who dwelt higher up the mountain, or in 
ibme other place, kfs a paradife than their 
own, not only burnt their woods ^ but fa 
bound the foil with potent fpelis, that it has 
ever fince been incapable of producing trees* 
The magician could not have exhibited a 
more mifchievQUS ipecimen of his art to 
the inhabitants of this valley. Time might 
indeed have repaired the conflagration, but 
what exorcifm fhaJl reftore fertility to the 
enchanted foit^l- -Some writers coojfedure 
'• -^ .. ^ that 
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that the wood in this valley was eonfumed 
by accident; and that trees grew no 
more on the fpot, becaufe the winds which: 
fweep irrefiftibly over the heights tear up 
the young plants before they can take root, 
being unfheltered by old trees. The greater 
part of the vallies of Switzerland, it is ob- 
ferved, wear the fame appearance; the foil 
occafionally gives way; the trees on the 
higher ground lofe their footing and Aide 
down; thofc which grow beneath them 
being no longer fheltered are torn up by 
winds; and fpow which then accumulates 
without oppofition on the heights, where 
thofe forefts ftood, melting at the return of 
fpring, overwhelms the hills with torrents, 
dragging away the vegetable earth, and 
leaving the mountain a fkeleton, unfit for 
pafturage, or precipitating itfelf in the form 
Qf avalanches^ deftroys every thing in its 
(X)urfe» 

]y[ 3 This 
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' This valley is under the protedion, or 
rather fubjcd to the canton of Uri. It forr 
meirly iriade part of the Empire, but the 
Abbot of Difertis, in" the Grifons, poffeffed 
various feignorial rights. The houfe of 
Auftrja difpofed of its prefeflure, in the 
beginning of the fourteenth century, to 
Henri de L'Hofpital, a gentleman of Uri, 
froni whom it was afterwards forcibly 
transferred, as hiftorians tell us, to Conrad 
de Moos, another gentleman of the fame 
country. The paflage through this valley 
had often been the fubjedl of contention. 
At one time the inhabitants, aflifted by the 
Abbot, made war. on their neighbours of 
Uri; at another, aided by their former op^ 
poncnts and two other neighbouring can- 
tons, they croifed St. Gothard to fight with 
their prcfent fdlow . fubjedls, ^ the inha,. 
bitarits of the Lavantine. Various other dif;-. 
putes haying arifen between* the inhabitants 
and the Abbot, which always terminated in 

bloodfhed, 
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bloodfhed, the people who had been indebt- 
ed to their allies ofUri,- for their affiftance 
in the pffefervation of their liberties, fuc- 
ceeded in the beginning of the fift?echth cen- 
tury in a negociation with thie canton, arid 
relieved themfelves for ever of the trouble 
of taking any farther care of their own 
privileges, by putting them under the di- 
rection of their more powerful neighbours; 
with a refcrve, however, of municipal 
rights, fuch as the eledlion of their ma- 
giftrates, and the trial of civil and criminal 

m 

caufes, fubjeft to the revifion of the can- 
t6n of Uri. 

The valley contains two other villages, 
befides thefe already mentioned ; and they 
are the higheft focial habitations in Europe. 
The ecdeliaftical affairs of the valley are 
under the direction of the Bifliop of Coire, 
nor has the late revolution interrupted this 
fpiritu^l intercourfe. Formerly the inhabi- 

M 4 tants 
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tants chofe their priefts fubjed: to the con-* 
linnation of the bilhop, and the Abbot 
of Difentis, but of late the adminiftratof 
jn holy things is a Capuchin of the can« 
ton. 






CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIL 



Tope/ St. Gothard.'-^Airoh^ 

We paffed the night at the village of Hot 
pital, and the next morning purfued our 
journey, beginning from hence to aicend 
what is properly the mountain of St. <5o* 
thard. The fcene no longer exhibited the 
favage horrors c^ the chaos we had traverfcd 
the preceding day; the road was neither 
extremely rapid or dangerous ; every where 
we beheld vegetation, and the mountain 
myrtle, the white helebore, and other 
Ihrubs, indigenous to high regions, were in 
their bloom. The Reufs had now funk 
into a rivulet, being no longer fed, as bdiowr, 
by the numerous ftreams that aiTemUe their 
waters from the hills on each fide Urfcrch ; 
foraetimes it prefented a fuccefSori of fanci- 
ful 



, 17^ A VIEW or THE PRESENT 

ful cafcades, acrofs which one might leap 

without apprcheniion, even if the foot 

(hould flip in the enterprife. We had been 

much afieded during the night with cold, 

and concluded that we had more to fuffer 

, before we gained the fummit; but exercife 

aiid xht enlivening furl-beams banifhed a 

fcnfation fo new, after having the preceding 

day felt the heats of July in the valley of 

Altorf, ' 

' , ■ • . (. 

~ .J 

We hithetto found that we had in^ 
dulged a vain ?xp?6tation of enjoying, from 
thofe Iqfty . heights, vail and pi<^urefque 
views of tl>e: countries beneath; lince: we 
' had nearly attained what is called the top of 
St. Gothard, and had yet feen no objedl that 
was mor6 ranotc than the diftance of twa 
leagues. If W9 lopjced forwq[rd, there ap- 
peai^ed npthii^g but the mountain which wc 
had to cKmb, and which, having afcended, 
was fuc^ceded by anq^her, WJien w? looked 

bacH, 
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back, the mountain we had left was the 
only objedt which prefented itfelf, and on 
either fide our view was confined by thoie 
wooded precipices, through which, the pr^- 
ceding morning, we had winded our way^ 
Between Urferen and the fummit of St, Go- 
thard, amidft piles of rocks which feemed 
to forbid all ken beyond, we were, how- 
ever, gratified with one of thofe burfls 
through an opening to the north, which 
difplayed in rich fucceflion the fummits of 
all the mountains we had paffed, and others 
at an immenfe diftance, fome gilded by fun- 
fhine, and fome enveloped by clouds rolling 
like a troubled ocean far beneath. 

Although the fun poured its noon-tide 
rays, we perceived that we were afcending 
into regions of froft, from the appearance^ 
or rather the abfence, of vegetation. Tlic 
luxuriant pafture of the valley was fucceed- 
^ by a coa^fe fpiral grafs, whi^h now gave 

way 
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way to mdfs, or the bare rock, and a foli- 
tfoy and ilunted ihrub fometimes protrud* 
ipg iti^If, fe^mcd to mark, not fo much 
the baitcnftefs of the foil, ?s, the piJofcrip* 
tjon of vegetable life. 

We at Ic^igth aiftainied the fqmmit of St, 
Gothardji and wejfe f^lu^d on our arf ival at 
the convent by a cpvirteous monk, who 
Qlcn$ out. to welcome, and irivite us to take 
fefrefliffieiits^ During t^iree q^ four months 
411 the yeaiT thefe Qapwchin[s fpend thdr 
time agreeably enough, and probably there 
k no fpot half {o far put of the reach of th^ 
habitable globe, where fo mue^i variety of 
?imufement is to be found. Every fuccef-. 
£ve gueft has much to inquire or impart,^ 
V^ hece above ^he world thefe hermits have 
inanj opportuaiti^ of witneifing the whini* 
fiesr and foUief with which i|t ajx>unds. 
They infoi^med us, that the day before our 
arrival a numerous retinue of horfes, oxen. 
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mules^ and other cattle, had paficd in the 
fuitc of a great man, whofe carriage they had 
dragged, by his order, from the bottom of 
the mountain, that he might have the fame 
of crofling St. Gothard in a vehicle with 
wheels. As our countrymen are known ta 
be the only travelling philofophers, who 
make experiments of this kind, the Monks 
had no difEcuIty^ in conjefturrng on the ap- 
proach of this long proceffion, that if it 
was not the Emperor, or the Burgo-mafter 
of Beme, the twogreateft perfonages they had 
heard of, it muft be an Engfilh Lord ; and 
they were not miftaken in their conjcdhire j 
it proved to be an Englifli Lord, who, for 
the reafons above-mentioned, had run the 
ri(k of breaking his neck in his mountain 
gig, over precipices, which he might have 
traverfed without danger on horfeback, or 
if he could not ride, in a litter. A tragical 
cflfefl: of this fort of temerity had happened 
fome time before ta another yoimg^ Englifli 
' ' *• nobleman. 
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nobleman, who, although repeatedly warned 
by his tutors, that if he attempted to fwim 
down the cataradts of the Rhine, near Rhin- 
felden, he would inevitably be dalhed to 
pieces, made the fatal experiment, and 
periftied with his companion on the rocks. 

In the winter the intercourfe of thefc 
fathers is confined chiefly to the muleteers, 
who, at allfeafons, traverfe thefe mountains 
in fpite of fnows and avalanches. Here the 
poor traveller, beaten by the tempefts, finds 
repofe and nourifliment ; nor do the Monks 
demand, even of the wealthy paflenger, any 
recompence for the courtefies they beftow. 
Every thing that their houfe affords is fct 
before- him with cheerfulnefs ; and he 
ufually returns the hofpitality, by leaving 
on his departure a piece of money under his 
plate, in order to provide for the relief of 
travellers, lefs fortunate than hiinfelf. But 
thefe pious fathers chiefly maintain this be- 
nevolent 



• - • 
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nevolcnt eftablifliment, by begging once a 
year through Switzerland for its fupport, 
and well would monaftic orders have de- 
ferved of mankind, and a flronger force 
than the French revolution would it have 
required to deftroy them, had they conft- 
crated their lives and labors to works of 
fimilar ufefulnefs, and thus become the 
benefadors inftead of the burdens of fo- 
ciety. 

The name of Gothard was given to this 
mountain, according to hiftorians, before 

■ 

the eftablifliment of Chriftianity, from the 
Deity worfliipped there, who was ftiled, as 
the name imports, the God of the fummit, 
or God over all : the canonization of the 
mountain did not take place till the twelfth 
century, when Pope Innocent the fecond 
made the mountain a faint, and, with Ro- 
man policy, chained the god of the van- 
quiflicd faith to the car of Chriftian tri- 
umphs. 
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timphs. Loftjr itaountains ^re in fcriptur<} 
called the Mountains of (5ocl ; and although 
worfliip in high*placcs has been ftigfliiti^ec! 
as idolatry, yd furcly, if the temple, which 
bcft delights the Supreme Being, be a tem^ 
pfe not made with hands, that which next 
to the pure and innocent heart is moft 
worthy of his fitblimify are the fummits of 
thofe everlafting mountains, the faint bu« 
neareft refemblance on earth of his un- 
changeablenefs and eternity. 

On the top of St. Gothard, one of the 
moflf elevated mountains of Europe, we had 
once imagined the view into Italy on one 
fide, and over Switzerland on the other, 
would reward all cur toil ; but this plat- 
form fo raifed above the level of the earth, 
is only a deep vzlley, when compared With 
the lateral mountains, and fkirting-'piks- of 
rock that bound the view to this defarf^ 
diverfified only by the habitation of th« 

Capuchins^ 
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JGfipuchins, and the adjoining lak^cs. Had 
we even been able to reach any of tho£b 
rocky fummits, which lie on either fide, 
wc fliould have perceived only a chaos of 
rocks and mountains beneath, with cloud? 
£oating at their bafes, concealing tl^e reft 
from our view, and cliflfs above covered 
with untrodden fnows; for we were not 
yet in the region of Glaciers j the eternal ice 
impended far beyond; and we were told 
that the miperalogifts, or thofe who go in 
fe^ch of cryftal, which is found in Coti^ 
fiderable quantities in thofe mountains, ar^ 
the only perfons who expofe themfelves to 
the danger of dimbing thefe tremepdous 
precipices. At a little diftance from the 
Hofpice, we pafled three or four lakes, each 
^hout a quarter oif a mile long, a^d of great 
depth # Thefe lakes are the foiirces'of the 
Reufs and the Teffino ; one of thofe rivera 
joins the Po, and flows into the Adriatic^ 
the other makes one of the hundred ftreams 

N that 
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that fwell the Rhine in its progrefs to the 
German ocean. 

In our rambles near the convent, we faw 

the temairi^ of a mighty avalanche, which 

had fb fallen as to form a magnificent 

'■ • ■ 
bridge'over the' tbf rent of the Teffino, the 

waters having htolfciwed it below in ftrug- 

r ■ • 

gling for a paflage; but its furface had yet 
refilled -all the attacks of the fummer fun 
beams, and feemed as if pleafcd with its 
new habitation, it had there fixed its abode 
For even We walked over ^{his icy bridge 
to the other fiae of the torrent, and fome 
of my'fellovi^ travellers amufed themfelves 
with a diverfion hot very common in the 
middle of July, that of throwing fnow- 
balls at each other. The temperature of this 
mountain, the inonk told us, was at times 
various, even in the fame day; but more 
conftant in general than in the region be- 
neath. Sometimes the Italian zephyr came 

over 



in.. 
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over them with its genial influence, and 
conveyed a tranfient fenfation of fumnmer : 
fometimes they enjoyed clear fun-fhine on 
the fummit, when travellers arrived from 
below drenched in rain; but it appeared 
from the good man's narrative, that we 
mufl: make a winter's fojourn with him to 
form any adequate idea of the pelting of 
the pitilefs ftorm during fix or feven 
months of the year. 

We bade adieu to this courteous monk, 

• * 

promifing ourfclves the fatisfaftion of 

fpending a day with him on our . return, 

' and began to dcfcend the mountain ori the 

* 

Italian fide, which, though almoft verti- 
cally fteep, is rendered pracfticable by a 
well paved road, formed along the fide of 
the mountain, and which, by its frequent 
returns, brings the traveller without much 
inconvenience to the bafe. Although the 
road was good, the declivity was too great 

N 2 to 
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to admit of our trufting ourfelves cm horfc^ 
back, efpecially as our horfeshad not been 
accuftomed to travel through fuch moun- 
tainous countries. As we loitered down tb? 
fteep, the mules we had left behind at the 
convent overtook us, and we admired the 
firmnefs with which they trod under their 
heavy burdens. Mean while a numerqu^ 
caravan coming from Italy had begun to 
afcend the fame precipice; and nothing 
could be more pidlurefque than the waving 
pi^ure they prefented, as they moved a):OBg 
thie w;inding path. 

I felt fome apprehenfion, that the meet- 
ing of fuch a number of mules, with their 
fides, diftended by paniers or wine-caflfes, in 
fp narjcp^y a road, muft be fataj at leaft to, 
o^e divifion, which I expefted tp fee tumb.- 
ling down the precipice from the (hock of 
the other; but thefc aninials, as if confcioijs 
of ^e dfuiger, creep to the utmoft verge of 

the 
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iYtt road on either fide, and pafs each other 
in long. fucceffioA without the flighfeft toueh; 

^« 

After defcendjng a confiderable way^ we 
turned to look back on the precipices , we 
fead pafled. High in air, at a reniotedilteince, 
tve beheld the TeflinO on the fummit of the 
fnountain, ruftiing as fr6m the (ky over thd 
perpendicular [rock. The €ye, after lofing 
it for a rirtoment, again catches its daring 
tbrtent, rolling over a fecond precipicej jm"^ 
interrupted in its fall by jutting fragftients,- 
notv ftriiggling down a declivity of de- 
tached mafles, broken into various channels .^ 
Awhile it viniflies behind the angles of the 
neighbouring mountains, then forcing its 
paffirge through a narrow confine of flu- 
pendous granite beneath, dilates and throws 
jtfelf in one broad foaming fheet over the 
hqijTibler rocks. Again loft, you feci 
it ti6 (nbre, till it paffes iilently neaf 
the fpot \trhence you gaze, in foft di- 

N 3 vidcd 
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vided ftreams, that at length,, uniting, roll 
down in a long fucceffion of regular 
cafcadcs, but little elevated one ibove the 
other. 



The country around, though barren from 
its height, wears all the fmile of vegetation.; - 
the mountains are lofty and romantic, but 
lefs terrific as we defcend; and fo little 
dangerous are the precipices, that while we 
were winding along the road, fome of our 
company amufed themfelves by climbing 
upon the fumrhits that fkirted it , and joined 
us at a bridge with' various fpecimens of 
l)eautiful ftones which they had picked up 
in their rambles. Thefe mountains are 
rich mines for mineralogifts. We had long 
phyfical difquifitions about quartz, mica, 
and fchorl, which not being perfectly intel- 
ligible to me, 1 continued to gaze, with un- 
tired delight, on the fcene around me, while 
thefe naturalifts marched off to examine 

whether 
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whether an adjoining mountain had moft 
ftrata of white feh-fpar or green granite> 
Without much knowledge, however, in the 
fcience of ftones and rocks, the traveller 
cannot but obferve with admiration the di- 

t 

verfities of thefe inanimate objeds as he 
pafles along the road, which, in fome places, 
is ftrewed with thefe variegated minerals, 
and becomes refplendent fron the fliivers 
of fparkling rock that are waflied down by 
the ftreams from the fummit of the moun- 
tain. 



■ 
Half way between the convent and the 

firft Italian village, is a bridge over the 

Teffino, which is fwelled by a torrent that 

joins it from a neighbouring precipice, 

when the river, which for Ibme time paft 

had flowed tranquilly along,, as if fuddenly 

impelled by its new companion, re-afllimes 

its charadier of wildnefs, and rufties in dif- 

N 4 order 
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prdcr 6ver the rocks, Heife vegefeitioti agiairt 
fhruggles into life; the ittider flirubs lift 
Up their meek heads, th6 tlufted rofe of the 
Alps and thfe ftiountaih-myrtle wafte their 
fweetnefs oft the defart fcene, and dwarf 
larch-trees gracefully fkirt the path. The 
fapid defcent to the bafe of the mountain is 
highly piiStui'dfqae : the Verdant valley be- 
iieath, in which Airolo is placed, fuddenly. 
opened tp us ftrewn with villages, and, 
when compared With the folitudes we had 
left, prefented a large and beautiful pro-» 
fpcQi of human exiftence; while the gloomy 
grandeur of the forefts of dark pines on 
one fidp, and the view acroft the valley of 
lefler mountains, whofe laft fhows were dif- 
folving in the fammer ray on the other, 
form altogether i fcene where fublrmity and 
grace blend in fplemn harmony. 

We entered into the Levantihe Valley at 

4 Airolo^ 



Airolo, whidi is a coftlldefablc village, of 
T^ihet a fimti te*^^^ at the foot of St. Ocf-i 
&Afdy handfomcly built of ftooie, and th* 
thitf erftrepot or wafehftufe for all gobd^ 
that pafs between this part of Switzerland 
and Italy, 

« 

The adventurous fpirit of commerce, 
fi^rlefs of the hanging precipice, the fall- 
ing avalanche, and the yawning gulph, firft 
traced the daring path acrofs this mountain, 
die higheft, after Mont Blanc, in Europe, 
and has thus connedled, by the foft ties of 
civilization, two countries, between which 
nature feemed to have placed an infur- 
mountable barrier. A fmart girl, the 
daughter of the innkeeper at Airolo, . fpokc 
of herfelf as one of the mountain favages, 
with an air fo gracefully coquettifli, and in 
fuch pure Italian, as convinced us that Ihe 
would have been much mortified had we 
afFed;ed to credit her affertion. She re- 
minded 
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minded me of an expreflion I had read in 
one of Roufleau's unpublifhed letters to the 
former Marchionefs de C , " that he 
had quitted Paris to go and civilize himfelf 
in the woods/* 
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CHAP. XIII. 



Valley of Levantine. — Torrents of the TeJfmo.^Har^ 

veji'home. 



XTlFTER leaving Airolo, we journeyed 
for fome hours on a fine level road, which, 
from our late perpendicular travelling, we 
found a very agreeable relief. The Teffino 
partakes alfo of the gentlenefs of the plain, 
and being joined on its entrance into the 
valley by the tdrrents that flow from the 1 
Glaciers on the eaftern fide, which feparate 
this country from the Haut Vallais, rolls 
along an ample river, and is ftill fed in its 
progrefs by tributary ftreams from the lofty 
mountains' that divide the Levantine from 
the Grifons on one fide, and the valleys* of 
Locarno and Maggia on the other. " The 
rufhing of waters on our right as we pafled 

3 along 
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alon^, led us to penetrate through a little 
grove of alder-trees to the river, where wc 
beheld one of tliefe toirrferits paying its ho- 
mage to the Teffino, in a maimer fingularly 
grateful. . SWeHed by the hdat on the ujpper 
mountains beyond its ufual volume, it rol- 
Jed impetuoufly down its narrow channel, 
ted difdaining its acfeuftomcd birfifef of a 
rock, by which divided into twft ftreami 
it flowed on each fide into the river; now 
Tuihiitg y^ith a fuller tide of waters, it 
bounded over the obftade '^hich it could 
not difplace, and iftingled itfelf with the 
Teflino ^t an ample diftance, after defcribw 
ing a lofty and beautifully feathered arch. 
The upper part of this valley is chiefly de- 
voted to pafliuragfe^ but we foimd the pea^ 
fants in fome places drying their corn, 
which operation is performed by fufpend- 
ing the fheafs on long poles arranged hori- 
zontally sjbove each other, and tyed to 
others that arc ftuck in the ground. There 

was 
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^a$ a lightnefs and grs^oe in the niftk i;hovc« 
m?j)t_s of thefe fubje^ It^ns, which theLir 
•Riaftefs on the othef fide of St. Gothard 
kad i?ot yet acquired. A,t ^ d^ace of 
«YPry quarter of a niile^ in the.;nppkiS of 
Bopuntains, and on the edge of precipices, 
tjbe white fpire lifts its ftately. hqi^^ ?uKi. 
gives, you, amidft fcenes.ojf fayag? wildndfs^ 
a gUn^pj^ of ciyilii^atipn. Secluded ainjdil 
thpjfe ftjpine he?ights f^pm tj^ie reft of m%9-, 
}pK>d> rdigion ^ems to b|e the ^]^ ic^llec* 
<aia^ plj^diure of th^ in^bitants of thefe dor 
^ts^ ^uekI the j^Qw ioyni^s of the fr^^ent 
^11 th^t, amidft the defts of thje rocks^ 
kncUs to churchy Is h^rd with a footl;ij^ 
j^fatio^ by the mu£ng trayeller, flinging 
its fyfk yibratioiis oa the mouptaiii ^ho^« 

The ?loftng evening bipught i^s t^ the, 
^oi^ife ^yheuE^ a tqll is reqeiv^d ^o| pafT^e, 
^nd. whicl^ we foiu^d alfo a ve^-y j^liqaf^^^' 
and comfortably ipv 

Having 
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Having accompanied the Teflino fincc 
our departure frorti Airolo, flowing fdme- 
times oil our right, and fonietimes on our 
left, with ia gentle and fteady courfe ; we 
fuppofed that the youthful fpirit with which^ 
it had bounded over its native regions beings 
flow Ibbered^ it would continue to purfue, 
with an even current, " the noifelefs tenor 
of its way." The loud roar of many wa-' 
ters, as we alighted from our horfes at Da- 
zio, led us to catch the laft lingering fhades 
of twilight, and follow thofe powerfuF 
founds. Having advanced a few paces^ we 
perceived that the fpaeioiis valley ^throiigh 
which we. had travelled, was abruptly clofed 
by ftupenddiis^ perpendicular rock's, ^hat left 
no other opening than a narrow chatniel, 

with a fpace gained from it by human in- 

♦ ■ • ■ _ • 

duftry' to form a- rditd between its mafly 

* walls and the ttffrent. The waters which 

had' beg^un* to' fbrUggle for paflkge above 'a. 

bridge which is thrown acrofs' the ftream,- 

were 
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» 

were now tortured into a thoufand forms. 
Here amafs of rock of enqrmous fize in 

f 

the midft of the channel raifed the river at 
once from its bed, pouring it impetuoufly 
into a deep bafon with tremendous roar i 
there a rifted cleft, the only outlet tp .the 
waters, increafed their fury, and dafhing 
igainft the rocks with redoubled force, broke 
the torrent into different currents^ and filled 
the atmofphere with particles of its foam. 
The enormous : maffes of rock fometimes 
Kfted ered: their bold and fa^age fhapes^ and 
fometimes, where they bad been hollowed 
oiit to form the road, towered at an- immenfe 
height over the path, and the torrent with 
fuch threatening afpeft, that I could not 
pafs beneath without feeling an ijwoluntvy 
Ihudder, which was heightened by the ap- 
proaching darknefs. Below the frowning 
brow of the rocks, hanging groves; of pine 
^d fir bend majcftically from the. cliffs, 
while the^aceful larch- tree decorates the 

banks, 



194 A V«W Of tjIE PRifisJlN* 

banks, and the weeping birch bends fW 
over the ilream, and mingle^ its long 
branches with the agitated waters. The 
rapidity of the defqent is conrirtiunicated to 
the river, and a fuqceflion of fweeping qaf- 
cades, that rufli in every iniaginary form 
^own a channel, worn at a fearful depth 
below the level of the road, leads to a 
bridge which feemed hung in air over the 
gulph, but of which we could only catch 
an imperfed glimpfe, iince the lafl ihades 
<^ evening had now fallen on the fcene, and 
we trod back our fteps up the winding 
brink of the torrent, not without the deepeft 
impreffions of awe foftened by admiration. 

€>n our return we found Dazio the refi-i 
dence of mirth and gaiety. It was the 
harveft home of the mafter of the inn, and, 
as we pafied to our apartments, a chorus 
m^ our ear that feemed to burft from fome 
throats more tuneful than thoie of peafants. 

With 
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With the licence allowed to ^travellers, wc 
joined the feftive throng, and were not a 
little amufed with the manner in which this 
harmonious circle was conipofed. The 
chief of the baridi and moft illuftrious of 
the guefts, were half a dozen merry Italian 
priefts, who, it was evident, from, their 
rubicund faces and fparkling looks, had 
been confulting other poets than thofe whofe 
hymns were to be found in their breviaries 
or mafs books. Great allowances muft be 
made for national cuftoms, but the appear- 
ance of fo many holy men thrilling out 
amorous love fongs, and chanting baccha- 
nalian glees, although with voices harmo^ 

.» 

nioufly tuned, and confiderable force of 
execution, did not a little fUrprife us, who 
were accuftomed to the gravity and referve 
of the clerical character in other countries; 
We were, however^ led to fuppofe that 
thcfe priefts had not oyerftepped the bounds 
here allowed to their profeflioni from the 

O delighted 
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delighted and rcfpedful attention with 
which the ruftics around liftened to their 
melody; nor is it probable they would 
have indulged themfelves in this gay de- 
meanor, ' at the rilk of exciting a fentiment 
of irreverence towards their perfons. 

In the morning we went to take another 
view of this region of nature's marvels^ 
day-light had diminilhed fomething of its 
terror^ and we fi&rveyed its favage graces 
with renewed aftonifliment and rapture > 
the rocky fragments now glittered in the 
fan, and the deep blue Italian fky fpread its 
lovely canopy over this fcene of lavifh 
beauty* After ^fling the aerial bridge, of 
which wt had caught a diftant glimpfe 
the preceding evening, we journeyed down 
a ftcep but wcU-conftrudcd road on thd 
edge of the Teflino, which rolled along its 
narrow bed, if not with all the daring bold- 
tiefs of its mountain courle^ at leaft with 

- ■ - fufficient. 
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fufficient turbulence to feize the delighted 
attention, while the unwearied eye alternate- 
ly wandered ' from the rapid waters to the 
pidlurefque drapery of their banks. 

As we proceeded, the valley extended 
itfelf in breadth, and admitted of various 
kinds of cultivation, amongft which we 
remarked that of the purple vines, beneath 
whofe broad leaves and pendant dufters, 
dropping from feftoons arched over our 
hea'ds as we pafled along the road, we found 
telief from the parching heat of the mid- 
day fun, while we looked up to the fnowy 
mountains which bounded this fcene of 
fummeri with a feeling of fomething like 
regret that we were out of the re^ch gf 
their frigid influence. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Government of the Levantine Valley ^ 

The Levantine Valley contains feveral 
well-built villages, and the number of inha- 
bitants, who aire all Italians, is computed at 
about twelve thoufand. They have in ge- 
neral a look of intelligence, and fomething 
of mountain-independence in their manner; 
but are under complete fubjedlion to the 
democracy of the canton of Uri. The 
valley is devided into eight vicinanzc or dif- 
tridlSi about a league each in extent. The 
village of Faido, which is fituated in the 
nydft of the Valley, is the refidenc^ of the 
bailiff or governor, who is eledted to this 
office by the canton of Uri, or who, rather 
agreeably to the eftabliflied mode of election 
in thefe democracies, purchafes the place of 
his fellow citizens, who know too well the 

value 
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value of mon^ not to make a good bargain 
of their rights. Once in four years the in-i 
habitants of this Valley behold the cortege 
of their new fovereign defcending from St. 
Gothkrd, perhaps with fbmewhat of the 
fame fenfations as the defencelefs timid bird 
views the downward flight of the pouncing 
hawk, darting on bis preyV 

Thefe ruftic monardis' of Uri, in coming 

r .... 

to govern a people, of whofe language, 
manners and cuftoms they are ignorant, do 
not appear to be animated by the ambition, 
which led Caefar to wilh^ rather to be the 
firft man in a village than the fecond at 
Rome* They have more folid views than 
thofe of power j that of replenifhing their 
treafury, exhaufted in' rewards' to theithro- 
thcr fovereigns for their free fuffragesj and 
no • fooncf are they inftalled aft Bar at aria ^ 
than finis, exadlions, and rapacities of every 
^irid f<^ow in their train, and every ifefifl> 

Q 7^ ancc 
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ance to lawful authority meets with condign 
punilhment : as the hiftory of each of diefe 
fubjecSt vallies can tell, the Jiearts of whofe 
inhabitapts have fbmetimes fwelled beyond 
endurance at the extortion, of their harpy 

governors, l . . 

. » . . ■ 

, > . . .■ ■ ■ 

The people of the VaUey revolted againft 
their fovereign of Uri in the beginning of 
thi& century, and obtained certain privileges, 
which their defcendants, by another revolt, 
thirty or forty years fince, have imprudently 
forfeited. Stung into difobediepce by fome 
^a of proconfular tyranny, they took up 
arms againft their fovereigii, and put them* 
fdves into a mpft operi and daring infurrec- 
tion* The canton of Schweitz had, on a 
fprmer occafion, undertaken to reduce the 
infurgents, and had fucceeded; but the pre- 
fqat rebellion bore fymptpms fo alarming, 
tl^t the whole of the cantons armed to 
];>rmg the Valley to pbcdieiice. Agreeably 

to 
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to the maxims of moft govemmwtSjt that 
the governors are always in the right, ar>d 
the governed in the wrong, no canton can 
interfere in any difputes between the fove- 
reign and the fubjeds, unlefs to punifli the 
prcfumption of the latter. 

. The whole Helvetic body felt the cauft of 
tlife, Sovereign of Uri to be their own, and. 
. >yith heart and, hand, with an alacrity 
wprthy of the caufe, coalefced together to put; 
a decifive ftop tp fiich heretical and danger- 
ous tpretenfions. Had the rebels only had 
to contend with their mafters of Uri, it is 
poflible they.miight have fhaken their an?- 
tjiority; bwt when the infurgents beheld 
the cohorts of every regular government in 
Switzerland pouring down from the moun- 
tain§ in warlike ^ray* heard the loud blaft 
of their trumpets, . repeated by a thoufand 
echoes amidft theit cliffs and rocks; faw 
terror in the van, and annihilation in the reiar; 

O 4 they 
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they very pradently gave up a conteft, whicl^ 
muft have ended in their utter dcftruc- 
tion. 

The grievances of the infurgents were rc- 
drefled in the mode th^t might rationally be 
^xpedted: their form of government, anc^ 
all their laws were aboliflied, ivnd they were 
deprived of every privilege, municipal, 

■ ■ ■ 

civil, and judicial: the uft of ^rms, tO( 
which every Swifs is acciiftomed, however 
low his rank iri the fcale of focicty , was 
ftriftly forbidden, and this fage precautior^ 
has perpetuated their dominion, by deftroy-. 
ing, not only the means, but the knowledge 
of refiftande, fince he who neyer handles 
arms muft remain ignorant of the cxercife, 

« 

Thus the former fubjeds of the Levan- 
tine Valley became the unrefifting flaves of 
their citizen fovereigns, and the bailiff of 
Uri is nqw tlicir fole adminiftrator, lawr 

' give^, 



.1 » 
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giver and judge, No one indeed can dif, 
pute the right of this ^nton, and its allies, 
to reduce thefe rebels to obedience, fince the 
charter of their fervitudc \s clearly eftablilh- 
pd by every document of hiftory. In an-j 
cient times they were probably, like othef 
mountaineers, wild, and free; but in the 
twelfth century the country belonged to 
bifhops, then to the chapter of Milan; and 
in the fourteenth century Charles the Fourth 
mortgaged his imperial prefedure for a 
trifling fuip to Conrad or John Moos ; thp 
ia'me perfonage, who had before monopo- 
lized the prefedlure of Urferen. The can- 
tons of Milan, to rid themfelves of the fa* 
tigues of government, gave up their eccle- 
fiaftical titles to their duke; by whom they 
were tranftnitted in the middle of the 
iSfteenth century, on what conditions \Ve 
know not, to the canton of Uri, who have 
^er fince prudently kept pofTeflion. It 
therefore clearly appears, that whether go- 
verned 
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verned by bifhops, emperors, chapters, 
canons, John Moos, dukes, or democrats, 
the inhabitants of the Levantine have al- 
ways, fince the twelfth century, been either 
fubjeds or ferfs. 

• ■ 

While the canton of Uri takes care of 
the civil cpncerns of the inhabitants of this 
Valley,^ the archbifhop of Milan adminiftcrs 
to their fpiritual neceffities: being judge in 
all ecclefiaftical.difputes, with the privilege 
of placing his vicar general as redtor in the 
feniinary at Faido. Now, as the Archbifhop 
of Milan, under every political change, pre- 
ferves the fandlity of his charadler, he muft 
no doubt continue archbifhop, whether it be 
as Pontiff under the Emperor of Ger- 
many, or as finriple citizen of the Cifalpine 
Republic. Whatever degree of fraternity, 
therefore, may in future exift between this 
Republic, and that of Uri, it is to be pre- 

fumed, that no flight care will be taken by 

A the 
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the latter to prevent the admiffion of thofc 
principles, which have found their way into 
Lombardy, fince if.eyer thofe principles 
ihould overleap their prefent geographical 
bQundaryj and become points of C9nfcien<:^ 
with the fubjedis of the Valley, the canton 
of Uri will perhaps in vain apply to this re- 
pubKqa^i afchbifhop to anatheniatize tKcif 



lencf^. 
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CHAP. XV. 



Qt^rnwftt ^ the Canton of Uri. '^Origin of Stotji 

lfretdom% 



Having traced tWs Ihort (ketch of the 
manner in whw:h the democratic cantons 
of Switzerland govern their fubjedis, it will 
perhaps be proper to relate, in a few words, 
the manner in which they govern themt. 
felves. 

The government of the cantons of Uri, 
Sdiweitz, and Under walden, is faid to be 
democratic. Thefe ftates were once, like 
""other parts of Switzerland, dependent on 
the empire, and whether they were deemed 
from their fituation not worth the labour of 
conqueft, or were comprehended in that 
pqlicy which engaged the princes of the 

I empire 
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empire to grant fpecial immunities to vari- 
ous cities and diftrids, the inhabitants of 
thefe wild countries enjoyed the privilege 
of chufing their own magiftrates, and be- 
ing governed by their own laws. This li- 
berty, however, was fometimes reftrained 
by the prefence of an emperor's, bailiff, who 
refided amongft them as fupreme judge in 
criminal cafes, and pofTefled other imperial 
prerogatives. From fome negled of thofe 
governors, it happened that the cantons 
were often left to their own adminiflration, 
and in one of thefe intervals we find, from 
hiftory, they united together in the begin- 
ning of the t\yelfth century, in defence of 
their rights, againft the unjuft attacks of 
the monks of the famous Abbey of Einfid- 
len. In vain did civil power come in aid 
of ecclefiaftical thunders. Neither the ban 
of the empire, nor the excommunication of 
the church, could fhake, even in thofe ages 
of darkncfs and fervitude, the intrepid minds 

of 
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of thefe mountaineers ; and their rcfiftancc 
to the monks, the emperor, and the church, 

» 

was, after a flruggle of thirty or forty* 
years, crowned with fuccefs. Their leagues, 
bffenfive or defenfive, with each other, cbuld 
not, however, preferve their independence. 
In fpite of their petitions and remonftrances, 
Rodolphe,' Count of Hapfbourg, was ferit 
in the beginning of the thirteenth century, 
by the Erhperor, Otho the Fourth, as im- 
perial preledt; and it appears, from the 
jgood vmderftanding between thefe cantons, 
and the fuccelTor of the emperor, Frederick 
the -Second, that their chains were not worn 
with an ill grace, nor was their affiftance 
to him in his Italian wars lefs chearfully 
given from his being then under the fen* 
tence of papal cxconttriunication. 

■ ^^ 

The death of this emperor, in the middle 
of the thirteenth century, having thrown 
die empire into long confufioni the inhabit 

tants 
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feftts of thefe cantons, inftead of taking 
advanta^ of the troubles, arid regaining^ 
their late fhort-lived independence, chofe 
for their captain-general, defender, or go^ 
vcmor, another Rodolphe, count of Hapf- 
bourg. It appears, however, that the Count 
performed efletitial fervices to thefe can- 
tons, and when he was named to the pur- 
ple, cQnfirmed or beftowed on them various 
privileges; but during the reign of his 
-ambitious fon, they obtained their indepen- 
dence. Albert had fucceeded in bringing 
feveral adjoining cantons under his domi- 
nion ; the town of Zurich alone riefifted his^ 
. folicitations and menaces, and was defended, 
in 1299, with valour and efFe<St by the 
Abbefs, who was govemefs of the town, 
and'who difdained to fubmit to the Houfe 
of Auftria. Various were the expedients 
made ufe of by the new Emperor to engage 
the inhabitants of the three cantons to fur- 
r^der iheir privileges ,and purchafe their tran-^ 
-• *' ' ' quality 
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quillity by obedience; and many were tlici 
outrages to which they had fubmittcd froni 
proconfular tyrants under the name of bai-^ 
lifFs^ who were fent amongft them with ^s 
little ceremony, and with equal right, as 
their own officers of the fame defcription 
are now deputed to ^-egulate the concerns of 
thfiir Levantine fubjeds* At length the 
three heroes, Slauffach, Furft, and Arnold, 
formed their renowned confpiracy againit 
the tyrant, and on the firft day of the year 
1307, liberated their country, by {Gizing 
and fending out of , their territory all their 
imperial governors. Their liberty was not 
obtained without a ftruggle; the battle of 
Morgarten, in which the Auftrians were 
routed by an inconfiderable number of 
Swifs, brought on the. confederation at 
Brunncn, and laid the foundation for the 
adhefion of the other cantons^ which fuc- 
ceffively joined the alliance, and the fpirit 
of freedom proved a more powerful barriciT 

againfi 
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againft the Houfe of Aullria, than even 
their rocks or their mountains. 



Each canton, on the acquifition of its in- 
dependence, chofe its own form of^ govern- 
ment, and the three cantons who firft freed 
themfelves from the yoke, made choice of 
that in which the fupreme power refides 
effentially in the people. Each individual 
who has attained the age of fourteen years, 
forms a member of the fovereignty, who meet 
every year on the firft of May in a general 
council of the nation, in order to form laws 
5ind eledt magiftrates. The executive power 
is entrufted to a regency, who, under this an- 
nual falutary infpedlion, are no doubt careful 
to adminifter their government in fuch a 
manner, as to meet their reprefentatives the 
cnfuing year without the dread of cenfure. 



The inhabitants of this canton arc 
cfteemed, by early hiftorians,^ for the po- 

P Utenefs 
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litenefs and lincerity of their manners to- 
wards ftrangers; but the accounts given by- 
later writers are very contradictory to this 
obfervation. Madame de Sillery, who, af- 
ter her i)anifhment from France, refided 
fome months in one of thefe democratic 
cantons, afferts, that there is no other 
country in the world where ftrangers are fo 
ill-treated. It is probable, however, that 
travellers in general would meet with more 
kindnefs than fell to the lot of Madame SiJ- 
lery, who had afted too diftinguiflied a part 
in the French Revolution to have any claims 
to a cordial reception in thefe cantons. 
We were ourfelves warned to conceal care- 
fully on our journey that we had any rela- 
tion with Franoew 

The truth is, that the inhabitants of the 
democratic cantons of Switzerland are un- 
der the dominion of a power far more ab- 
folute than that exercifed by the privileged 
4 dafles 
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s of the great cantons. This power 
is fuperftition, and with the aid of this 
mighty engine, which molds the paflions at 
will, the priefts have atchieyed ftill more 
than the ariftocracy, and have reprefented 
the French as apoftates, that war not merely 
with earth, but with heaven. No other part 
of Switzerland is fo unenlightened, and 
, confequently fo hoflile to the fpirit of true 
liberty, as thefe little cantons, where de- 
mocracy and delpotifm march under the 
fame banners ; for although the government 
is democratic, the number of thofe who have 
a right to a feat in the general aflembly is 
incoafiderable, compared with the numbers 
that are excluded. 



It is computed by a late writer, that the 
population of the three cantons of Uri, 
Schweitz, and Under wal den, with the de- 
mocracies of Zug and Claris, amount to no 
more than eighty-three thoufand fouls, and 

P 7, furnifti 
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furnilli only twenty thoufand adlive citi^ 
zens; while the countries over which they 
hold fole or divided authority, contain a 
population of three hundred and thirty- 
feven thoufand. The government, there- 
fore, though democratic with refpedt to 
thofe individuals who make a part of the 
fovereignty, is to the unprivileged inhabitants 
of the cantons, and to its fubjedts in the 
bailiwicks, a confirmed hereditary arifto- 
cracy ; and while in other countries the dif- 
ferent claffes of fociety are feparated from 
each othep by different habitudes, w^hich 
makes the evil of fubordination lefs felt 
here, w^here the reigning and the fubjedt 
clafs are the equal companions of each others 
childhood, the latter muft' perceive with 
peculiar bittemefs, as they approach to 
manhood, that they are deftined to no fhare 
of the boafted liberty of their country ; but 
that if born on the northern fide of the 
mountain of St. Gothard, they are fub- 

jeds, 
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jeds, and if on the fouthern they aro 
ilaves* 



Avarice, as well as fuperftitionj has 
contributed to render the people of the little 
cantons hoftile to the French Revolution, 
an event which has interrupted the inter- 
change of thofe friendly ccurtefies which, 
before that period, palTcd between France 
and thofe cantons. We cannot be much 
furprifed that the ariftocratical cantons « of 
Switzerland felt little fympathy in the efta- 
blifhment of French equality; but we might 
^rhaps have expected more congenial len- 
timents in governments, the exiftence of 
which conveys a tacit approbation at leaft of 
the fovereignty of the people, till we arc 
informed that France, while a monarchy, 
paid a tribute to thefe fovereigns, which 
the great cantons had indignantly rejedled. 
Each male child of the three democratic 
cantons received from the day of its birth 

P3 fix 
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fix livres annually, and the magiftrates were 
paid in proportion. The exchange was 
fair, money for friendfhip. The French 
republicans have broken the treaty, no 
more money is paid, and no more friendfhip 
is returned; and thefe democrats are a& 
much incenfed at this violation of the corn- 
pad:, as if their own fubjedls had broken: 
their allegiance. 

It requires no great penetration to dif* 
cover that the abufes which exifl in thelfe 
Swifs governments will be corredted, not 
fo much perhaps from the ftruggles of the 
oppreiifed, as from the con virion in thofe 
who govern, how much it behoves their in- 
tefefl to loofen the reins of arbitrary power. 
\thfe hiftory of every countiy is full of ex- 
amples how fatal to tyranny is the burft of 
the heart that fwells againft oppreffion. BUt 
W'ithout recurring to claffic llory, the Swifs 
have only to confult their own annals, whea- 

by 
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by the valorous feats of their immortal .an- 
ceftors, 

« Forth from his eyrie rouzed in dread 
" The ravening eagle northward fledi" 

Collins; 

and they will probably refled: that the age ^ 
of heroifm is not paft with that of chivalry; 
but that thofe who march in the fteps of an 
Albert, may find in their path a Verner jde 
Stauffaken, or a William Tell. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Giornico. — Bellinzone. — Mount Cenave. — Lugam*^^ 

Lake of Lugano. 

After leaving the town of Faido, wc 
continued our route along the valley^ ever 
prefenting fome fcene of wild, folemn, ma- 
jellic beauty, over which the eye wandered 
with unwearied delight ; of which the pic- 
ture is indelibly graven on the imagination,, 
and which memory rtcals with foothing 
rapture; but when the pen would trace 
thofe images which glow upon the heart, it 
is found unfaithful to the purpofe ! How 
impoflible to convey an adequate idea of 
thefe varied, thofe coloflal regions, compar- 
ed to which all other fcenery is tame and 
diminutive, all other objedts are ** flat, flale^ 
and unprofitable/' 

Th^ 
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The beautiful little town of Giorrricd; 
which we pafled, is famous for a vidory 
gained by the Swifs, the latter end of the 
fifteenth century, over one of the Sforzas, 
duke of Milan, who, difcontented with the 
eeflion made of this valley by his anceftors, 
came to reconquer the territory. Some of 
the artillery taken in this engagement arc 
here prefer ved as trophies. When we came 
to PoUezio, we were once more on even 
ground. This is the laft diflrid: of the val- 
ley, and compared with the upper part, is 
of confiderable breadth, bearing all the pro- 
dudlions' of flat countries. The Tejffino 
increafed by numerous ftreams, fwelled by 
the torrent flowing from Monte Ucello, and 
no longer •confined between beds of rocks 
that refift its impetuofity, frequently inun* . 
dates the lower part of this valley, called 
Riviera, the Valley of the River, and which 
is marihy, and unwholefome. 

Further 
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Further on, the waters of the Mbeftt^ 
rufhing in a cataract from the mountains of 
the Grifons, pour thcmfelves into the Tef- 
Uno, which now rolls on with gentle courfe, ' 
a broad and ample river, till it forms the 
Lago Maggiore. We croffed the river of the 
Grifjns, and entered on the territory of 
Bellinzone, and after paffing through two 
or three pleafant villages, hid amidft the 
purple feftoons, hanging from the trees ripe 
for the vintage, and which Imd a more 
pidturefque appearance than the huge ftatues 
of St. Chriftopher, with which they were 
decorated by the piety of the inhabitants, we 
-came within fight of the town. 

Bellinzone is fituated near the foot of 
'Mount Cenere, and is alfo bounded by that 
chain of foftencd hills, which, ranged in wild 
diforder, feparate the lower valley of the 
Levantine from the Swifs bailiwicks of 
Maggia and Locarno. Three caflles, eredt- 

ed 
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cd on lofty heights, frown over the walls 
of the city, and are fucceffively the refi- 
dence of the bailiffs of the three democra- 
tic cantons of Uri, Schweitz, and Under- 
walden, to which Bellinzone and its de- 
pendencies are fubjed:. We had now en- 
tirely quitted every thing that was Sv\'ifs^ 
except their dominion, and found a confide- 
rable change, not only in the manners, but 
in the phyfibgnomy of the people. The 
women have here the fine expreffion of the 
Madona countenance; fomething of wWreh 
had firft ftruck us at Lucerne; and in the 

men, we obfcrved the robuft form of the 

■ 

mountaineer foftened by a look of Italian 

civilization. We were alfo reminded of our 

approach to Italy, by a coarfe imitation 

of its tafte in the plaiftered piazza, the gilt 

balcony, and the painted Corinthian pillars, 

with which the houfes were decorated. The 

principal church, a building of fine con- 

ftrudion, rich in ornaments, and a confider- 
' able 
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able number of religious edifices, give an 
air of dignity to the place. After repofing 
ourfelves a lliort time at Bellinzone, we 
haftcned to Lugano, being deiirous to fee 
the ceremony of the inftallation of the go- 
vernor, which was to take place within a 
few days. 

Our road to this town lay acrofs Mount 
Cenere, the laft of that chain of mountains, 
formerly called the Rhetian Alps, which 
diiride the Grifons from the Valtaline, and 
other parts of Italy. Having travelled about 
a league along the valley on the fouth of 
Bellinzone, we began to climb the fteep 
afcent of Mount Cenere; and as we jour- 
neyed in the mid-day fun, fhould have been 
much incommoded by the heat, had not the 
luxuriant branches of the chefnut, which 
grows to a prodigious fize, and in the moft 
lavifli profufion on this mountain, fpread a 

friendly fhelter over our path. 

The 



STATE OF SWITZERLAND, 22^ 

The woods of Mount Cenere, we were 
told, were the haunts of robbers, who find 
a refuge from juftice in their wild recefles, 
and alfo from this mountain being a fron- 
tier, of which the legal jurifdidlion is un- 
certain. Its fouthern promontory ftretch- 
ing to the river, which joins the lakes of 
.Lugano and Locarno, is fo infefted by fer- 
pents, that at this feafon of the year, nei- 
ther men or cattle could approach it with- 
out danger. Half way up this mountain 
foreft, we were prefented with a noble vie^ 
over the Lago Maggiore, the great lake, to 
Locamo, and faw in the back-ground the 
lofty mountains rifing to Glaciers,' which 
feparate the Vallais from Italy. After a ride 
of three hours, having gained the fummit, 
we began to defcend into a lovely paftoral 
country, which opened to our view on the 
oppofite fide. The Alps were here foft- 
ened into hills, which, when not covered 
with hanging woods, wore the appearance 

of 
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of the moft fmiliug cultivation, and dif- 
played in beautiful fucceffion thofe vary- 
ing groupcs of picSurefque objedls with 
which the landfcape painter delights to de- 
corate his fcene. Along this valley, called 
the Valley of Agano, runs a fmall rivulet, 
bearing away the laft fnows from the Ga- 
moghera, which lifts high in the diftancc 
its pyramidal head, and is the central point 
of the frontier mountains, llretching in va- 
rious diredions from the Valteline, the Gri- 
ffons, and the Italian bailiwicks : its fura- 
jonit, we were told, commands a magni- 
ficent view, not only over thofe moun- 
tainous regions, but which, piercing beyond 
them, extends as far as the city of Milan, 
the cathedral of which may be {qqvi from 
that elevated point. 



After a delicious ride through this romaa- 
tic and peopled valley, we came in view of 
the lake and town of Lugano, where we 

foon 
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foon arrived, and were informed that the 
auguft ceremony of tlie inftrilation of the 
governor was to take place on the follow- 
ing day. In the mean time we found, that 
the magnificent and fovereign lords of the 
cantons, who vifit on thefe occafions the 
chief feat of ultra-montaine jurifdid:ion, 
had taken pofieffion of all the great apart- 
ments of the principal inn, where we had 
alighted, and where they were deliberating 
in full affembly on various weighty matters 
of government, and unravelling knotty 
points of civil and contentious concern, to 
the determination of which the ordinary 
knowledge of the municipal authorities of 
their jurifdidlion was confidered as incom- 
petent or unfatisfadlory. As this was not a 
part of the ceremony which appeared the 
moll interefting, we hired a felucca in or- 
der to pafs the remainder of the afternoon 
on the lake, and view its enchanting fcenc- 
ry. The lake, which is extremely irregular, 

forms 
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forms on that part, where the town is 
fituated, a Rmkhaj^ along which, to a con- 
fiderable extent, elegant villas and airy pa- 
villions are profufely fcattered, fupported 
by light arcades, and long fweeps of Corin- 
thian pillars, combining ?dl the graceful 
proportions of Grecian grchitediure, with 
the enchanting drapery of the l^dfcape. 
In the clumfy country- feats, belonging to 
no order whatever, on the Qther fide of the 
Alps, we had feen art at war with nature^ 
land deforming with the heavy manfion, 
and the ftifF parterre, fceneSi where every 
natural objeft bore the print of uncultivated 
beauty; and the only pidturefque edifices 
we had beheld excited a gloomy emotion : 
fuch were the thick- walled Gothic caftles, 

perched higtf • on the tremendqu? cliffs, 

■», •* • ■ 

frowning with fullen afpe<^ over the fulv- 
jed: plain, and recalling the chearlefs ini- 
ages of feudal times. While the polifhed 
ftruduies that decorate the lovely bay of 

Lugana 
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Lugano jMrefent the fair images of Attic 
tafte, together with the idea of that country, 
for ever dear to the lovers of the elegant 
arts, where, after the long night of baN 
barifm', they onCe more revived to embeU 
lifti with perennial flowers the path of life, 
and exalt our nature, while they blefs our 
exiftence. 



Thofe beautiful retreats, which adorn the 
bay, belong chiefly to wealthy and noble 
families of Milan*; many of whom, ci- 
ther preferved their original inheritance, or 
purchafed lands in this bailiwick; and by 

* One of the manfions, in the neighbourhood of 
Lagano, is inhabited hj Madame Beccaria, the 
daughter of the illuftrious Beccaria, who inherits 
from her father an underftanding of the firft clafs, and 
unites with the graces of perfon, and the moft charm-' 
ing flmplicity pf manners, that independence of foul, 
and love of rational liberty, which is the charafler- 
iftic of fuperior minds. 

Q^ acquiring 
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acquiring the right of citizenfliip in thcfe 
privileged, though dependent diftridls, found 
a refuge from the civil diforders of their 
own country. Soine of thefe fummer man- 
iions feem to impend over the lake, while 
others fall back gracefully behind luxuriant 
gardens, that defcend in gentle flopes to the 
level of the waters. Thofe cultivated fpots, 
perfuming the air with the fragrant blof- 
fonis of orange and lemon trees, together 
with the view of the firft chain of hills 
above Lugano, covered with the vine, the 
almond, the fig, and the olive, convey to 
the Engliih traveller the agreeable idea of a 
richer climate, and a more favoured fky^ 
The frequent lleeples lift their pointed heads 
amidft forcfts and hanging woods of va- 
riegated trees J and far in the back-ground 
huge and lofty mountains rifing into Alps, 
part of which were capt with fiiows, feem- 
cd to frown with favage but impotent feve- 

rity 
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Hty on the glowing and fertile landfeape, 
that circled the limpid lake beneath. 

■ On the left of Lugaoo, the lake runs a 
confiderable length beyond the Swifs terri- 
tory, into the dominions of the Emperor> 
and the Valteline, of which we beheld the 
villages fkirting the waters below projed:-^ 
ing rocks* 

Having landed on the fhote ojjpofite Lu^ 
gano, where the mountains rife abrupt from 
the lake, Ihagged with rock and Wood, 
we entered fome of thefe oval retreats^ 
which the inhabitants have formed under 
the fhelter of excavated cliffs, for the pre-* 
fervation of their wines from the fummer 
heats 2 fome of the owners of thofe wines 
were on the fpot, and cordially invited us 
to tafte their delicious flavor and coolnefs. 
The fun fetting over thefe hills, and bur- 
nilhing the lake with its long refleded 

Q^a beams, 
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beams, warned us to return. We defcended 
from the ridge of the mountain, where wc 
had gone to view the flow of a playful tor- 
tent, and joined a mufical fleet of Milsmefe 
ladies and gentlemen, who were failing to 
Lugano to be prefent at the inAallation. 



\ - 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIL 



inJlaUatHn of thi BniRff df tugand.^hariMn Odss.- 
Sail down the Laii.-'^Licamot 



The following day was ufhered in by a 
concert of bells from every jfteeple in the 
town and neighbourhood. The ftreets 
were cfoudiisd with Well-drefled people of 
both fexes, who had come from various 
parts of the country, and beyond the lake, 
to celebrate the gay feftival. After break- 
faft the magnifkent deputies of the laudable 
Hdyctic Body marshalled themfelves in or- 
der, and preceded by their heralds, ftand^ 
ard-bearers, trumpeters, and other attend* 
ant^ marched in procefiion up the hill to 
the great dwarch of St. Lugano, where 
this ibiemn <:ere(noiiy was to take place. 
Tbac we £9und a numerous aSa>blage of 

0^3 ladies 
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ladies and gentlemen drefled with elegance, 
fome of whom had taken poffeffion of the 
pulpit, reading-deflc, and ajtar, and were 
liftening with polite attention to the un- 
couth founds which iffued from the aifle 
below, and which muft have feemed barba- 
rous diflbnance to the delicacy of an Italian 
ear, Thofe inharmonious accents proceeded 
from the lips of the Recorder of the baili- 
wick, or the clerk of the magnificent de- 
putation, whq was reading, in the Swifs 
language, to the new fovereign, the laws, 
cuftoms, and regulations, by which he was 
to govern, during two ye^rs, the noble 
town and diftri(3: of Lugano. For the be- 
nefit of thofe who were to be governed, and 
that no poflTibiility q£ collufion might take 
place, the fame engagement which the new 
governor had taken in German, he took 
afterwards in Italian. No fooner had this 
double a(a been properly adminiftered, and 
the people once.more fecure in the poflejQSon 
4 of 



STATE OP SWITZERLAND. S33 

their governor, than the vaults of the church 
leibunded with the cries of Viva! Viva! 
long live our gracious bailiff, and the moil 
illuftrious deputies of the magnificent can- 
tons of Switzerland ; to which afledionate 
exclamation, in the (ilver founds of Italian, 
German refponfes were poured forth by the 
deputation, of long live the noble city and 
bailiwick of Lugano ! 

That the deputation, with cordial finoe- 
rity, fhould pray for long life and health to 
the noble town of Lugano, was perfectly 
natural; the motives to a reciprocal attach- 
ment, on the part of the bailiwick, are 
ibmewbat lefs evident. 

In the beginning of the fixteenth cen- 
tuT)', Maximilian Sforza, Duke of Milan, 
made a donati<xi of the territory of Lugano 
to the Swifs, for the aid the}- gave him in 
driving the French out of Italy, and which 

0^4 was 
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was confirmed three years after by Fraftcif 

the Firft, when he made peace with the 

cantons, whom he had defeated at the fa*- 

moiis battle of Marignan. As the Swifs 

received the gift unincumbered with any 

conditions, fuchas privileges, rights, or im-* 

munities, in favour of the people, fo they 

have religicoifly handed it down unchanged 

—_ • • * ■ 

to their pofterity. The power of the bailiff 

is almoft unlimited. He is the reprefenta- 

tive and co-fovereign with the cantpns, the 

fountain of all honor, power, and glory, 

fole judge in all civil and criminal matters, 

but affifted in his important fundions by a 

fyndical, a fccretarial, a lieutenant-bailiff, 

and other officers, fo that no compiaiiit 

Ihould exift among the people of a fcarcity 

of perfons to govern them. 

* 

The municipal regulations, however, of 
the towns and villages in the bailijvickg, 
are entrufted to perfons chofen by the inha- 

bitants. 
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bitants, but no laws are €na<fted that are Hot 
in perfe<ft accord with the will of the fore* 
relgo, and fubmitted to hi$ fandtion* 



The Hated reveitue of thefe bailiwicks is 
Unfortunately not very confiderable, and ihe^ 
emoluments of the. bailiffs chiefly arife 
from fpeoilations on the difplay of the 
worft paflions of our nature, fuch as fines 
in criminal caC^. Much cannot be faid of 

■ 

the paternal protection given to that flate, 
where the governors become rich in propor- 
tion as thfeir fubjeds bec^e wicked. Such 
fort of financial fpeculations, we were told, 
^re too frequently to be found ift the hiftory 
of Swife proGonfular adminiflration ; the la- 
titude of power being aknofl unbounded, 
and the love of money being proverbially 
the fin w^hich mofl cafily befets thofe fove- 
reigns, it is not furprifing that the meffit di 
difintereflednefs ihould be uncommon. 



I ' ^* The 
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** The avidity of their governors," we 
arc informed by one of their apologifts, 
*• when it pafles its juji bounds, has been 
very often reprefled by the fyndidlorial de- 
puties, who are fent to regukte the ac- 
PQunts." What are the juJl bounds of ^ 
iSwifs bailifF*s j^vidity is not precifely mark-- 
ed, but there is reafon to believe that it is 
not punifhed by thefe fraternal deputies 
with extreipe feyefity^ 

The f^me author laments that the inhabit 
tants of thefe bailiwick? are much addiftecj 
to chicane, apd t|iat frequent law-fuits dif* 
turb the peace of famijies, X^^is tafte for 
legal contention is the more Angular, as thq 
difputants are deprived of one confiderablq 
pleafure in the controverfy, which is, the 
knowledge of the language in which they 
contend, all civil caufes being tried in GerT 
man. The bailiffs, who in general are 
ignorant of the Italian, arc always attended 

by 
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by interpreters; but who fhall tranflate, for 
the benefit of the Italian client, the wordy 
war of German attornie3 ? 



Whatever grounds of complaint from 
proconfular rapacity might have exifted in 
former times, we were happy to hear, 
amidft univerfal plaudits, of the return of 
the golden age under the adminiftration of 
the nrioft illuftrious Signor Don Francefco 
Saverio Zeltner, counfellor and captain of 
artillery of the moft excellent city and re^ 
public of Soleure, who now terminates his 
moft upright government of captain regent 
of Lugano. The adminiftration of this 
renewed governor was celebrated in odes, 
fonnets, and other poetical records, which 
were diftributed in the church with great 
profufion at the 'clofe of . the ceremonial* 
No Horace or Waller could firing the lyre 
with fonder raptures to the glories of Au-* 
guftus or Crom\VeIl, than that which burft 

from 
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from the poets of Lugano in praife of their 
inunortal bailiff. The names of heroes 
who lived before Agamemnori have perifh- 
cd, wc are told, in unknown night, becaufe 
linfung by the facred bard; but the name 
of Don Zdtner is proudly rcfcued from 
fuch vulgar oblivion. We fhall pafs over 
the eukgium of the tribe of poets by pro- 
fcifion, to whom fidion is allowed as a 
afutter of right, and fhall only flightly men- 
tion the flrains of the ** Signor Abate Don 
Amatore Solari, proregent, profefTor extra- 
ordinary,** and enjoying numerous other 
titles, who had put a new firing to his old 
diicordant harp, 

*^ Da nuovo plettro Tagitata corda, 
" Tutte di Zeltner le virtu ricorda, 



to rjacord the train of Zeltner*s virtues ; we 
fhall not confider too deeply the for rows of 
the ftoble fifcal Signor Don Pietro Frafca, 

dodtor 



■ « 
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doiftor of both laws, who demands 6f his 
mournful mufe, and not inekgantly:— i»why^ 
with difhevelled hair, fliie beats her fnowy 
bofom, and who anfwcrs, by hci; figiif» 
ftriking on her lyic; " fofpiri all* etra— 
Ma aim6^ dx *ei parte"— That Zeltner, the 
great hero is about to depart. N«r fhaE 
' we dwell long on the cverlafting ode of the 
thrice gallant Capuchin P. C, A. Giicoqj, 
wfao> while others are tuning the ibio|^4k> 
the praifes iji the illufbrious Zeltner, i$ 
warbling, with no lefs harmony, the peer* 
lefs aocompliifainents of the mod lovdy 
Signora Donna Orfela Zeltoer^ his wife: 
wA forgetting, in the hurry of his puMk-* 
rics, that the God of War liad erit rafted to 
the huiband^ 

*^ A te fulmiiii et £Uangi 
« Martc affida^,** 

his thunder and phalanxes ; Tor which 
Signor Prelfocchi accounts in: his Anacreon- 
tics, 



■^ 
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tics, by affuring us, that Don Zcltnct is 
not of mortal mould ; / . 



" Dal ciel coftui difcende 



*' No che mortal non e i 






but that he came to Lugano, **Dal Regno de- 
gli Dei,** from the empyrium of the Gods# 






'i l^oor is even praife like this/ when com- 
pared with the poetical tribute, which the 
virtues of Zeltner have wrung from the 
brain of the venerable college of refpedtable 
and worfhipful notaries of Lugano, the 
bankers, truftees, and attomies of every in- 
dividual in the ftate; :who overleaping the 
4ull, precife, plodding forms of law, ** be it 
known to all men," and " by thefe pre- 
fents,'* ftrike the foft chords of poetic eu- 
logy, and in lays appropriate to their pro- 
fcflions,fo far as their profeflions canfym- 
pathifc with lays, pour forth a panegyric 

on 
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on the rare difintereftednefs and exalted 
wonh of Capt. Zdtner. 

• ** When Alexander" ikig thefe tuneful 
notaries, *^ when Alexander returned from 
the vanquifhed Euphrates, loaded with gold 
to his native country, and followed by his 
armed hofts, fighs of forrow broke forth 
from the bottom of his heart; the bones of 
Achilles, which he contemplated on his 
way, awoke the ungrateful recollection of 
the Achean trumpet, and excited frequent 
burfts of envy in the foul of the mighty 
jconqueror. Thou,'* that is, Don Zeltner, 
** loaded not with rapacious fpoils, but bend- 
ing under the weight of honour alone, haft 
to fear no fuch interruption to thy joy, 
fince thou haft already reached the goal to 
which no hero ever yet attained/' 

And left Soleure, in his return, fliould be 
Wanting in grateful plaudits to thi$ mpft il- 

luftrious 
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luftrtous captain, thefe Heliconian attomiej 
kindly communicate a fpark of their cekf« 
rial fire^ and in bold perfonification intro- 
Aice the city herfelf ^rigmg — ** O, how 
art thou come back, invincible fftn, rich is 
lM»lors, and adorned with gulden glory! 
demency and juftice follow in thy train, 
and thefe are the proud trophies which at- 
tend thee on thy return. Never did the 
eaftem Ihores witnefs fo noble a triumph, 
or Athens, or Sparta, or any other city 
around, as I who hail this happy day, 
which gives me back the chief of immortal 
heroes. Thus,** add thefe Bards of Lu- 
gano, •* thus thy country fings, unknow- 
ing, Illuftrious Zeltner, what car of tri- 
umph to prepare, or what choice garlands 
of flowers to weave around thy brow.** 



SONETO 



\ 
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SO NET O I. 



I. 

Quand AlefTandro dal domato Eufrate 
Al patrio fuol carico d'or movea 
In mezzo ai plaufi de le fchiere armate. 
Da bimocor mefti fofpir traea : 

II. 

L'ofTa d'Achille nel cammin mirate 
Deftato avieno de la tromba Achea 
L'ingrato rimembranza, onde plu fiate 
Di bell' invldia il fier Camplone ardea. 

' III, 

Tu non di fpoglie ma d'onor fol carco 
. Alcun non temi d'j^rontar citnentp, 
Che d*ogni JEroe gia fuperafti il vanto. 

IV. 

Quind, 11 Cereflo dolce empiendo incarco 
D'elletti carmi un vivo mooumento, 
A tua virtude ofFre, e confacra intanto. 

VOL. I, R SONETO 
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SON E TO IL 



I. 



Oh qual ritorni, invitto Figlio a' tuoi 
Ricco d'onori, e d*aurea gloria adorno ? 
Siegue Clemenza, e Aftrea il tuo ritorno, 
£ teco porti alti trofei a noi, 

II- 

Non tal vidder trionfo i Lidi Eoi 
Ne Atene, o Sparta, o altra cittade intorno) 
Come or ti veggo in fi felice giorno; 
Andar faftofa tra i piu degni Eroi, 

III. 

Cofi la patria dice : e non fa come 
Ne qual, Zeltner, illuftre, a te prepari, 
Cocchio a trionH tuoi, ferto alle chiomc. 

IV. 

O d'almi Eroi citta feconda, e chiari, 
Onora pur di si gran Figlio il nome ; 
Figlio, chc tanto illuftra i Patri Lari ! 



What 
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What were the diftinguifhed adls of this 
cx-bailifF, which raifed him in the fongs of 
his enthufiaftic admirers above Alexander, 
or what was the triumph he had merited, 
fuch as Athens or Sparta never witnefled, 
we were unable to difcover, Zeltner, we 
underftood from fome of his brother depu- 
ties, was a refpeftable captain of artillery at^ 
Soleure, who, perchance, had never heard 
of the bones of Achilles, or the Achean 
trumpet, the imitative blaft of which was 
now to convey his own name to immorta- 
lity. 

Amidft the crowd of Zeltner's virtues, 
one, however, appeared prominent; the 
burden of the fong, ftript of its finery, was 
to celebrate his return from a rich bailiwick 
with a treafury empty or moderately gar- 
niihcd; and as ' 

" The Mufe forbids the virtuous man to die," 

R a ^ 



4 
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it is to be fincerely hoped that this remark- 
able inflance of felf-denial will not only 
confecrate his own name, but that future 
bailiffs will imitate this bright model, and 
immortalize their governments by affording 
fuch examples of difintereflednefs^ as fhall 
encourage the poetical fpirit among thelc 
tuneful Italians, who, feeling with our im- 
mortal bard, that 



One good deed dying tonguelefe 
Slaughters a thoufand waiting upon that,' 



will in future build the lofty rhyme to every 
fucceffive bailiff, and be prodigal of praife, 
in proportion as their governors are fparing 
of property. 

Having yet feen little more than that 
part of the lake which forms the bay, on 
which the town is fituated, and invited by 
the beautiful profped: from the terrace of 
St. Lawrence, we left the noble company 

at 
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at Lugano, in the full glow of mutual 
compliment and congratulation, to fpend 
the remainder of the day in failing along 
*lie (hores. The lake about half way down 
divides into two branches, one of which 
leads to the village of Porto, and the other 
to the village called Capo di Lago, the Head 
of the Lake, to which we directed our courfe. 
It was the feaft of St. Lawrence, and the 
whole country feemed animated on the oc- 
cafion* After vifiting fome of the villages 
and churches in the neighbourhood, we i^e- 
turned to Capo di Lago, where a repaft was 
prepared for us of fine trout, juft fiflicd 
from the lake by our boatman, who^ g^i^f- ' 
fing that we felt fome admiration of grand 
fcenery, had rempved our table from the 
houfe, and fpread it under the fhadf of a 
birch tree which hung over the edge of the 
waters. We had fcarcely finifhed our fru- » 
gal meal, when diftant choral founds, which 
come from the adjoining woods that ikirted 

R 3 the 
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the" lake, ftrctch upon the car, and we foon 
beheld a long line of priefts defcending in 
their fumptuous robes, preceded by the 
banners of religion, and followed by a pro^ 
ceffion of wellndrefled villagers of every 
age and fex, who were chanting refponfes 
to the facred hymn. 

\ 
^The philofophers are probably right^ 

who declaim againfl the fatal interruptions 

to induftry, from the frequent feilivals in 

Catholic countries ; yet we could not help 

perceiving, in the groupe before us, an air 

of fatisfadlion and happinefs, which is the 

great end of toil and labour. Perhaps we 

were led to lay our philofophy afide, and 

" obferve the homage paid to St. Lawrence, 

with particular complacency, from the gr^-t 

tification afforded us, by the pidurefquc 

appearance of his votaries, winding down 

the mountain with tapers, banners, and cru-s 

cifixes, finging the praifes of their patron, 
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and furnifhing a fpedlacle far more ftrik- 
ing to the imagination, than the ufeful em- 
ployments of the fame dafs of people on 
the other fide of the Alps, bufied in felling 
the noble pine, planting hemp-feed, or hom- 
ing tobaccQ, 

The fetting fun^beams had fallen upon 
the lake before we reimbarked, and wei^ 
refledled in long columns of light upon its 
limpid waters, which were gently agitatej 
by the foft evening breeze. We had failed 
'in the morning down the right fide of the 
lake, and now returned to Lugano in the 
oppofite direction along banks, where the 
dark rock fometimes rofe abrupt, and bare 
from the water ; but the gay larch that had 
ftruck root in its crevices, foftened as it 
floated in the air the glqpm of its fiiaggy 
..brqw: and fometimes the olive, and the 
fig-tree, though not objedls of graceful 

R 4 form^ 
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form, contrafted agreeably the wildnefs of 
the fcene. 

in paffing before the church of a village, 
placed at fome little diftance on the flop? 
rifing from the lake, and embofomed among 
trees, between two fteep mount^tins, we 
were again faluted with facred fong. It was 
Ihe Vefperal hymn, proceeding from female 
voices, flinging its fweet full cadence upon 
the breeze, and dying along the waters^ 

Our boatmen flackened their oars, and 
catching the fond enthufiafm, fung the cho*- 
rus in tones far from inharmonious, and in 
wliich they were joined by paflengers of 
their acquaintance, to whom, with fomc 
confidence in our good nature, they had 
given a place in our boat ; while, at inter- 
vals, a fn :all company, who were feated oh 
the edge of the water to enjoy the even- 

ini 
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ing frefhnefs, caught and prolonged the 
notes. 

Twilight had fpread all its doubtful 
fliapes and mild gradations over the flia- 
4ow5r fcene before we reached Lugano, 
where we found a niwnerous affemblage 
ieated on the terrace, opening to the waters, 
pr fipping lemonade in the caflinos : fome 
were chanting fongs, not in honour of St. 
Lawrence, but of their miftrefles, and others 
forming mufical or dancing parties in the 
jidjoining pavilions; fo that the magnificent 
high and mighty Lords, the Swifs burgefles, 
their fovereigns on the other fide of the 
mountains, could not be more happy, with 
sdl their power and glory, than their Italian 
fubje<Sls of the charming regions around 
the Jake of Lugano, 

The town of Lugano is the feat of bufir 
pef$ as wejl as pleafure, bejng from the na- 

yigation 
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vigation of the lake^ the chief entrepot of" 
the commerce carried on between the nor-p 
thern part of Italy, and the countries beyond 
the Alps. There is alfo a printing efta- 
blifliment in this town, where the proprietor 
of a Gazette, cajled The Lugano Journal, 
has the boldnefs, under the rod of power, 
to record the political events of the times 
with truth ^nd impartiality. 

Having finiflied our excurfions in the m^' 
virons of this beautiful country, we feturn-i 
• ed in a more foutherly direcStipn over Mount 
Cenere, towards the Lago MaggiQre, The 
view from the fummit of the mountain, 
over the extcnfive lake, ftretching to th« 
Boromean Iflands, and the fertile plains of 
Lombardy, is highly magnificent. Thoft 
far-famed iflands, we were obliged, froni 
political confiderations, to leave unvifited, 
not without a figh of regret on my part, 
that fincc Swifs territory extended fo far be- 
yond 
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yond its natural boundary the Alps, it liad 
not repelled the limit of the Emperor's do- 
minions a little farther. At the village of 
Meggedino, lying at the foot of Mount 
Cenere, we took a boat, and in two hours 
were conveyed acrofs the lake to Locarno; 
which town is fituated on its eaftern fide, 
and forms a picfturefque objed: bepeath fteep 
mountains. 



This bailiwick, about fifteen miles in 
length and breadth, abounding in paflurage, 
wines, and fruits, was given like Lugano 
to the Swifs. cantons by the. Puke of 
Milan. 



On our landing, finding the flreets a dc* 
fart, we flrayed through the town in fearch 
of its inhabitants, whom we found affem^ 
bled in and around a churchy preparing 
themfelves for a folemn fervicc, which was 
tQ take place the following day. We ram- 

bkd 
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bled through the town ; parts of which arc 
' pleafant, but it wears upon the whole a dull 
and monaflic appearance. If one may 
judge from the number of churches, priefts, 
and convents, compared with the number of 
houfes and inhabitants, there is no fpot 
among thefe mountains, where a perfon 
may efcape fo entirely from the buftle 
of this world, and find fo many guides 
to conducfl him to another. The inhabi- 
tants, we were told, had lately been 
increafed by a dafs of unfortunate French, 
whofe profpedls were then falling faft into 
the fliade. We faw a number of them 
fauntering idly along the walks ; and as all 
evils are relative, it was impoffible to ob* 
ferve, without fympathy, thofe once gay 
and gallant nobles, wearing out life in the 
liftlefs folitude of Locarno. 



CMAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



^ Storm on the Laie.-^Return to Bellinzone.'^VtJitto a 
Convent.^^In/iallation of the Bailiff of BelUnzone. 

One of the inconveniences of travelling 
in mountainous countries, is the extreme 
capricioufnefs of the weather. Amidfl: 
thofe regions of ftorra, the unfheltered tra- 
veller feels the full blaft as it comes frelh 
from the airy cavern; but no where is its 
violence fo dangerous as on the lakes, 
which, enclofed between lofty mountains, 
receive the ftrong currents of the tempeftu- 
ous winds in their ftruggle through the 
narrow fpaces, and fuddenly raife their 
troubled waters into foaming fury. The 
extreme heat of the weather had long pre- 
faged a thunder ftorm; but although we 
faw clouds at a remote diftance gathering on 

3 ^^^ 
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the fummits, we had little appreherifion on 
embarking, that we fhould feel their dif- 
, diarge before we reached the oppofite 
fliore. 



Our boatmen, more experienced than 
ourfelves, had warned my companions, as 
I was afterwards informed, that the breeze 
was on its way, and offered to return the fol- 
lowing morning ; but among my fellow tra- 
vellers were three Englilhmen, and the newf- 
papers waited for them atBellinzone. Storms, 
when weighed againft newfjpapers, were 
found light in the balance, and the veffel 
was ordered to be got ready. We had nearly 
reached the middle of the lake, before the 
tempeft, which we faw gathering thicker 
on the hills, began to agitate the waters • 
At firft the lightning fialhing in white 
fantaftic ilreaks, and the lofty thunder echo- 
ing along the mountains, were objects of 
pleafing, though awful admiration ; and we 

were 
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were indulging ourfelves with the hope, 
that the ftornm was palling away harmlefs, 
when a burft of wind ftruck on the lake, 
and threw the foaming waters into our 
bark. It was too late to return, lince the 
wind rufliing down the lake, which we 
were croffing, would have rendered retreat 
as difficult as going forward. 

The ftorm increafed every moment, and 
the boatmen attempted to make land at any 
point, but their efforts were ineffed:ual. 
Our progrefs was fo flow in the ftruggle 
with the waves, that we feared night would 
overtake us before we could reach the 
fhore ; and every perfon in the boat becom- 
ing fenfiblc of the danger, feized the oa^ 
and relieved each other by turns. ^ 

After much terror on my part, and much 
labor on that of my fellow travellers, per- 
haps mingled with a wilh, that they had 

left 
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left Europe to its fatfe till the next morn- 
ing, we reached a diftant part of the fhore, 
where fheltered from the tempeft, which 
continued with unabated fury, we coafted 
it back, finding it impradicable to land, 
and arrived at Maggedino towards the clofe 
, of the evening. We were flill nine or ten 
miles diftant from Bellinzone, and were 
harafled and fatigued; but an obftacle pre- 
fented itfelf more infurmountable than the 
Gazettes to our remaining in this village, 
which was the want of every kind of ac- 
commodation, either of food or lodging. 
We recolle<Sled alfo, that we were at the 
foot of Mount Cenere, the haunt of robbers 
and aflaffins ; and there was nothing in the 
looks of thofe we faw around us to infpire 
confidence. While we were deliberating 
what courfe we fhould purfue, undecided be- 
tween the danger of remaining in this infu- 
lated fpot, and the inconveniences welhould 
fufFer in braving the tempeft, the ceafing 

of 
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of the rain decided us to go on to Bel- 
iinzone. 



Unacquainted with the road, and afraid 
to a(k a guide of the furly hoft, we had not 
proceeded far, when it became fo dark, 
-that we could perceive no obje6l, but by 
the frequent flafhes of lightning darting 
from the livid clouds, while fometimes the 
menacing roar of torrents, rufhing frefh 
from the hills acrofs our way, was unheard 
amidft loud burfts of thunder. We were 
almoft in a fituation of as much danger as 
on the lake, lince we knew, that before we 
reached Bellinzone, we had a confiderable 
ftream to crofs, and feared, that fwelled by 
rains from the hills, it might have become 
impaflable. In this perplexity, a friendly 
light appeared at a diftance, which pro- 
ceeded from the window of the Cure of a 
hamlet we were approaching. He invited 
us to enter, but we put his politenefs to no 

VOL.1. S further 
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further teft than requefting his interpofitiort 
with fome of his parifhioners for a guide^ 
which he immediately went to a neigh- 
bouring hut to procure, and under his ^u- 
fpices we reached, after midnight,, Belliil- 
zone and the joufnals. 

Bfellinzone, the joint property of the can- 
tons of Uri, Schwieitz, and Underwalden, 
was originally, like the other Italian baili- 
wicks, part 6f the hereditary pofleffioils of 
the Duke of Milan. In the beginning of 
the fifteendi century the Barons of Mifa^ itt 
the Grifons, who had won this territory 
from the Milanefe, fold it to the cantons 
of Uri and Undfcrwalden, together with the 
diftrit5ls of Bollehy arid Riviera, for two 
thoufand f6ur hundred florins. The Duke 
of Milan, defirous of regaining this part of . 
his hi^reditary dominions, offered to pay the 
Swifs the nAortey they had advanced, but 
feeling that they had made a good bargain 

with 
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with the Barons of Saxe, they were not dif- 
pofed to treat upon the fame terms with the 
Duke of Milan, who, after much firuitlefs 
negocktion for the purchafe, concluded, the 
affair by feizrng on this important key to 
his ftates, which he took by furprifc. All 
the cantons, except Berne, armed to avenge 
the outrage of thus poflefling himdfelf af a 
town which had been bought and paid forj 
but after a fierce ftruggle, the Swifs were 
obliged to relinquifli the conteft, and left, m 
the piles of bones that adorn the chapel of 
St. Paul, near Bellinzone, the fcene of one of 
their moft celebrated battles, a monument^ 
not only of their heroic valour, but perhaps 
alfo of their folly, in paffing their moiin- 
tains to mingle in the quarrels of other 
jftates. After this fevere leffon, the Swifs, 
convinced that no folid advantages could 
refult from the confli6t, however glorioufly 
maintained* concluded a peace with the 
Duke of Milan in 14*6, by which tjhey 

S 2 fur- 
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furrendered all their territory on the Italian 
fide of the AlpSy on condition of being al- 
lowed certain excluiive advantages in their 
commerce with the Milan efe ftatcs, and re- 
ceiving ten times the ium for which they 
had purchafed Bellinzone. In the beginning 
of the fixteenth century, during the frequent 
revolutions in Lombirdy, the inhabitants 
revolted, and placed themfelves under the 
protedlion of the three cantons; Sfor2a, 
Duke of Milan, and Francis the Firft, 
gave up their refpedlive claims, and the 
Swifs have ever fince retained pofTeflion of 
this bailiwick. 



Bellinzone is rich in fine churches dedi- 
cated to St. Peter, St. Stephen, St. Blaife, 
and St. Rock ; here are alfo numerous con- 
vents of Auguftines, Urfulines, and Recol- 
ledls, which we vifited Under 'the aufpices 
of a very intelligent and amiable emigrant 
prieft. There was little to attraiS the no- 
tice 



■m^m*^ 
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tice of travellers in thefe calm retreats of 
ignorance and devotion ; though the good 
monk, who Ihewed us the treafures of his 
convent, fituated beyond the German gate 
of Bellinzone, intreated wt w^ouid confider, 
with attention, a pifture hanging on the 
wall of a chapel, which he aflured us was a 
piece of fingular value, being a true copy of 
the Virgin, executed by one of the apoftles, 
and which, having been loft in Turkey, 
was found ftuck in the walls of a church at 
Rome, without the aid of any vifible agent 
to tranfport it thither. He was proceeding 
with ftedfaft gravity, to give a large detail 
of the hiftory for our edification, when he 
underftood, by the blufli which arofc in the 
countenance of our more fagacious. prieft, 
for the honor of his religion, degraded by 
fuch fables, that the miracle was breathed 
into the ear of heretics. 



We alfo vifited the convent, or rather fc- 

S 3 minar\% 
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miriary, called the Refidence, where w 
were received with the moft cordial polite 
nefs by the fuperior, a man of erudition 
with amiable manners and a much xnor< 
r agreeable countenance and figure than wa 
ncceflary for a monk, !^n this feminar] 
there are profeflbrs of the languages, of mo- 
ral and natural philofophy, and a library, 
which, confidering the fcarcity of literature 
in this country, was very refpedtable. 
Young perfons are boarded and educated for 
about twelve pounds a-year, and the chil- 
dren of the town and neighbourhood receive 
their education without any expence. This 
convent has been lately .founded, for the 
building is fcarcely finifhed, with a part of 
the f uperfluQus wealth of the Abbey of Ein- 
iilden; and happy would it hav^ been if 
monaftic wealth and influence had always 
been employed to fuch ufcful and beneficent 
purpofes^ 

The 



% 
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The fuperior, who has the title qF pie- 
vot, has written a manual of education for 
the democratic cantons, of which he pre- 
fented us with a copy. Admiflioii to thp 
interior of this convent is not allowed to fe- 
males ; and the exception in pny favour was 
a privilege of no little diftindion : fonie of 
the long galleries, at the end of which we 
pafled, were, however, forbidden grounci 
to a female foot, as I perceived, by the pg- 
lite obfervation of the fuperior, that his ju- 
rifdidlion extended only to certain parts of 
the hou(e, one of which, was his own pri- 
vate apartuiQDt, where we found not only 
books in great pjrofufion, but hofpitable re- 
frefliments of every jkind* 

The adminiftration of this province, like 
thofe of Lugano and Locamo, is remitted 
every two years to a new bailiff. As this event 
was about to take place, we remained a few 
days longer, in order to obferve whether the 

S 4 Mufcs 
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Mufes of BelHnzone twined laurels round 
their bailiff's brow with as lavifh profufion 
as thofe of Lugano. The morning of this 
diftinguifhed day was fpent in marfhalling 
fuch of the inhabitants and ofEcerB of ftate 
as were to go out to meet the new bailiff, 
and condiidt him in proceflion to his new 
government. In the evening we beheld the 
auguft train, glittering in long gold-laced 
cloaks, mounted on fiery courfers, and pre- 
ceded by trumpets, winding . along the val- 
ley. On their approach within fight of the 
town, the cannon on the ramparts of the 
three caftles fired alternately a long falute, 
the roar of which, re-echoing amidfl the 
mountains in a vafl variety of fucceflive 
founds, was by far the mofl interefting part 
of the ceremony. 

The next morning, after the celebration 
of mafs, the new bailiff was inflalled 
with nearly the fame folemnity as at Lu- 
gano, 
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gano, with refped to form, but with lefs 
fplendor as to the effed. Few appeared to 
feel any intereft in the confecration, except 
thofe who were immediately concerned in 
the diftribution of the power or the profits 
of this high dignity, the amount of which 
laft, we underftood, was inconfiderable, 
when the compliments were deduced that 
are paid by the new bailiff to his brother 
foverdgns on his nomination. Singular 
anecdotes are related of the frank and un- 
difguifed manner in which thefe matters are 
arranged at the place of election, and which 
difplay the charafter of * * that fierce demo- 
cracy" in no very proud point of view. 

The knowledge of thofe hiflories is not 
lofl on the people, and it is eafy to perceive 
that they begin to regard their bailiffs rather 
as tax-gatherers, legal ifed to plunder them, 
than upright diflributors of juflice, the pre- 
•icrvers of ^eir profperity and peace. 

Of 
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Of the virtues or excellencies of the new 
governor nothing had yet tranfpired, but 
we were left in no uncertainty refpe<Sting 
thofe of the ex-bailifF, Don Francefco 
Aloifco Wirfch, of the illuftrious Republic 
of Underwald, and firft captain of the 
Swifs regiment of Underwald in Spain, in 
whofe praifes we found the bards of BeJ- 
linzone even more fublimely timeful than 
the lyrics of Lugano. The poets laureat of 
Captain Zeltner had only raifed him above 
Alexander, and made him merely equal to 
the gods, comparing the triumphs of So- 
leure to thofe of Athens and Sparta, and 
thus bounding our imagination to the he- 
roes of Greece and Macedonia; but Captain 
Wirfch's poet, raifed into more than Virgi- 
lian rapture, with ** a mafter*s hand and 
prophet's fire,** thus ftrikes the immortal 
firing ; 

Exult, break forth in fangs— O, Under- 

waldcn. 
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walden, for thy great fon returns to his na- 
tive Ihores — what an immortal fplendor 
gracefully plays around him ! alike only to 
himfelf, ** none but himfelf can be his pa- 
rallel." — The Holy Virgin defcending from 
heaven, the objed: of our adoration and 
worlhip, takes him by the hand, and bo- 
ftows on him a profufion of teindcr carefles. 
O, Underwalden, after Wirfch, the objedt 
pf our idolatry, fend us another foul of 
celeftial mold, for fouls of celeftial mold 
are the prolific produce of thy happy foil. 



SONETO. 

EfulU efulta ; alia tua Patria fponda. 
Fa ritorno Ondcrvald il tuo gran Figlio 
Quanta luce immortal r orna, e circondo! 
Solo a k ftreiTo, e a null' altro il fomiglio. 

La Santa Diva, che dal Cielo nacque. 

Cut s' ergano gU idtari^ e i templi anch* ella 

Per mano il jpx^C^ e io baciQ piu yolte. 



Oeh 



VJO A VIEW OP THE PRESENT 

, Dch Ondefvald, dopo Wirfchy che tanto piacquc 
Un altra pur ne manda anima bella 
Mille beir alme hai nel tuo grembo accoltc. 



Such is the flyle of panegyric, with 
which thefe fubtle Italians attempt to foften 
the native hardnefs of their German baiUfFs, 
and feek to wheedle fucceeding governors 
into courteous behaviour, by perfuading Mr. 
Zeltner, that he is equal to the gods, from 
whom ht defcended, and Mr, Wirfch, that 
he is like no one but himfelf, and the favo- 
rite of the Queen of Heaven, Had thefe 
fonnets proceeded from the pen of fome 
comic rhymefter, who chofe to amufe him- 
felf at the expcnce of bailiffs, we fhould 
only fmile at the pleafantry ; but when we 
behold the various corporations of thefe 
provinces, ecclefiaftical -and civil, gravely 
prefenting fuch abjedt and impious flattery, 
vit fcarcely know whether our indignation 
is moft e^^citedby the ipeannefs that de- 
grades 
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grades itfelf to ofRr this vile adulation, or 
the miferable vanity that ftoops to re- 
ceive it. 



The conquered nations of Afia, we are 
told by the hiftorians, were the firft inven- 
tors of this fervile mode of panegyric, and 
the governors of thofe provinces its firft 
objedls. The Roman proconful, who de- 
parted a citizen from the free and equal feat 
of government, became at once a provincial 
divinity, with altars and facrifices. We 
blufh to hear Cicero requefting his brother 
Quintius to conftrudl a temple to his fame, 
or increafe the number of his ftatues. The 
fubjedts of Lugano footh their conquerors 
by cheaper arts, the labors of the fong. The 
principle of Swifs government in thefe bai- 
liwicks, is, no doubt, contrary to every in- 
ftitution of liberty; yet as in fome reli- 
gions the condudt of their profeflbrs is often 
more humane than their creed, fo in thefe 

governors. 
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governors » if we do not find the wifdom 
and virtue of Cicero, or any other of his 
qualities, except his vanity, we are at leaft 
happy in meeting with no imitators of 
Verres or Geifler. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 



Hijlory (fan Emigrant Family i 

Our excurfions, in the neighbourhood of 
Bellinzone, had more than the charms of 
new and fublime fcenery to imprint them 
on my memory : a moral intereft has im- 
prefled them on my heart. There accident 
led me to the dwelling of Madame C ^ 
and I cannot refift indulging myfelf by re- 
lating the incident, to which I owe the few 
fliort, but well-remembered hours, which 
were gilded by the charm of her fociety. I 
will not name the valley, where I found 
her, and by fo doing expofe her cottage to 
the praphane gaze of curiofity : but without 
difcovering her abode, I may fafely defcribe 
its fituation j fince in that romantic country, 

how many cottages are placed, like hers, 

near 
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near the fteep bank of a torrent flream, fur- 
rounded by luxuriant vegetation, veiled by 
feftoons of vines, fheltered above by the 
hanging w^oods of fir and pine, and bounded 
far beyond by the bare rock, and the Ihin- 
ing Glacier. 

In one of our rambles, at fome diftance 
from Bellinzone, we afcended a mountain, 
the fummit of which, we were told, com- 
manded a profpedt that would, repay us for 
the toil. The path, however, we found, 
not merely fteep, but fo rugged, that before 
we had afcended half way, we were obliged 
to alight from our horfes, and the evening 
being too far advanced to admit of our 
reaching the fummit, and returning on foot, 
we agreed to walk down the mountain, and 
take a ride along the valley.. The gentle- 
men, who were with me, led their horfes, 
our guide had charge of mine, and I fol- 
lowed them down the narrow fhadowy 

path. 
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path, fometimes loitering behind to gaze 
upon the wild and romantic character of the 
fcene aroUnd me; fometimes pauiing to 
catch the fhifting lights amidft the rude 
foliage, till I loft fight of my fellow tra- 
vellers, and foon after reached a fpot where 
two paths met. I could not recoiled: by 
which we had mounted, and after fome 
hefitation took the wrong path, haftening 
my pace, though the defcent was difEcult^ 
in hopes of rejoining my fellow travellers. 
After defcending a confiderable time with- 
out meeting any human figure, or perceiv- 
ing any human habitation, I reached at 
length the bafe of the mountain, where I 
found fome fcattered hamlets encircled with 
vineyards, and entered them in fearch of a 
guide. But the cottagers were at their la- 
bours in the valley, and thefe little dwell- 
ings were defer ted of their inhabitants. The 
evening was now advancing, and Bellinzone 
was too diftant to be reached on foot till 
VOL. I. T late 
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late in the night. Nor was the idea of a 
folitary walk in darknefs agreeable, in a 
country often infefted by banditti, who 
find a retreat amidft the wild haunts of 
Mount Cenere* 



About a league from Bellinzonc, we had 
been fhewn the fpot where a travdler Was 
murdered a week before our arrival; and 
we had feen a pidlurefque pronlontory of 
the lovely Lake of Lugano, defcMrmed by 
the hideous fpedade of two men hung in 
gibbets. The charader of the lower order 
of people, amidft thofe mountains, had ap- 
peared to us fomewhat favage; and al- 
though I Ihould have felt myfelf perfeAly 
fafe under the fhelter of a Swifs cottage, on 
the other fide of the Alps, I had here no 
fuch perfuafion of fecurity . After fome ddi-» 
beration, I determined to wait near the cot* 
tages for the return of the labourers; and if 
my fellow travellers, who were doubtlefs in 

fearch 
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fearch of me, did not arrive before that 
time, to hire an horfe and guide to BeUin- 
zone. I fat down on the fragment of a 
. tock j mufing on the fingularity of my fitua- 
tion, when I heard the approach of foot- 
fteps, behind me, arid turning my head, 
faw a lady and gentleman coming along a 
narrow path, which led to the fpot where 
I was feated. I rofe imniediately, and ad- 
vanced towards them, related my adven- 
ture, and aflked their advice and affiftance^ 
I'hc lady, takmg my hand with a fweet 

* 

fmile, and a look of benevolence, told me 
how fortunate fhe confidered herfelf in be^ 
ing able to render me any fervice. After 
making known her name, which denoted 
high nobility, this emigrant lady, for fuch 
(he was, intreated me to allow her to con-s 
du(3; me to her cotfeige, which was within 
d few paces of the fpot where we ftood ; 
but perfuaded that my fellow travellers 
were in fearch of me, I preferred remaining 

Ta . withiot 
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within lijrh: of the road, and was anxious 
r: ]ak nr timf in taking mcafures for re- 



I: Hrts: ^^iwcd, that a peafant of a neigh- 
Nxn.Mt^ cottage, whom the lady told mc 
«K v^^nild fafely recommend, fhould procure 
iix; 4tt horfe, and convey me to Bellinzone ; 
Ahi ^ccntleman regretting that illnefs put it 
vA*c of his power to condud: me himfelf ; 
che truth of which aflertion his pale coun- 
twance and emaciated figure fufficiently 
evinced. While we were arranging thefe 
matters, a little rofy-cheeked boy, of three 
years of age, who had been fporting up and 
down the mountain-path, as lightly as the 
playful chamois, came fpringing to his 
mamma, and announced the approach of 
ftrangers. A few minutes after my fellow 
travellers, who had re-afcended the moun- 
Uin a confiderable way in fearch of me, 
by a different path from that which I had 

taken, 



STATE OF SWITZERLAND. 279 

taken, appeared: the horfes were waiting 
in a little nook, at no great diftance, and I 
haftily took leave of my new acquaintances, 
but not till the lady, who bade me fare- 
well, with kind reludlance, had made me 
promife to return with my friends the next 
morning, to breakfaft at her cottage. 

During our ride home, and the whole of 
the evening, I could think and talk of no- 
thing but the charming countenance of 
Madame de C i. ' ■ ■ : I tried it by all the 
rules of Lavater, and was probably a hcttcr 
phyfiognomift than ufual, having fo lately 
heard the fubjeift defcanted with a mailer's 
art; for it is certain, that on this occafion, 
my judgment was unerring. 






' The next morning we fet out to break- 
fail at the cottage : my fpirits were exhila- 
rated with the thoughts of vifiting my 
new acquaintance, and I enjoyed more than 

* 

T 3 ufually 
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ufually the beauties of the wild romantic 
valley, along which we rode, and which 
was gilded with gay funfhine. A torrent 
ftream rolls noifily over its ftony bed in the 
midft of this woody vale, which is rich 
with pafturage, and bcxinded on each fide 
by lofty rocks and mountains ; while that 
chain of Glaciers, from which the Rhine 
pours its fource, lift their eternal fnows in 
the diftance, and cool the air in the valley.. 

Fragments of rock were ftrewed on the 
edge of our path, and on one fp<^ the 
veftiges of an avalanche appeared in heaps 
of m^fly ftones, mingled with the ruins of 
devaftated cottages, and gave a favage wild- 
nefs to the fcene. Soon after eroding a 
light arched bridge, over-grown, with la- 
vifh folds of ivy, we reached the moimtain, 
at the foot of which was placed the vine^i 
covered cottage of Madame C«i ■ ■■■■ : her 
fweet little boy ftood at the dpor, watching 

for 
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for our arrival.. He danced with delight, 
while we dilmountedj and the tnonaent he 
could reach me, gracefully kiffed my hand, 
which is one of the firft things little French 
boys are taught to do, and then gallopped 
away in fearch of his mamma. 

The cottage, which was perfecSly neat, 
contained a little plain furniture, two frames 
filkd with omamoital work, a table heaped 
witk drawings, and a fmall fhelf, on which 
a few books w^e ranged. Madame^ de 
G » » '> * * received uib^ with animated plea'' 
fusty and- h^'r hufbanii exprefied as much fa^ 
tiifluSlion^a^ th^ latigUor of ill health feemi^ 
te^ admit. Viiftoire, a ftnart brown giri, 
whom en a Swifs mountain, or in any other 
remote yegi^ft, where I had . met her, I 
ihould immediatdy h^ve recognized by a 
gideefuUy familial^ eafe of manner > tempeN 
ci with the mioft proleiind rcfpc^> for a, 
YuiilUkJStii ^ ckgnAre^ prepareet tha break- 

T4 faft 
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faft with a light elaftic ftep, and a look of 
chearful alacrity, 

Madame de C— — *s converfatiorr fhed 
flowers over the repaft; there was fomething 
like enchantment in finding in a rude ham- 
let, at the foot of favage rocks, and untrod- 
den Glaciers, th? jnoft ppliftied graces^ of 
intelledlual culture j and united with a fu- 
perior underftanding, with a tafte for all 
that is elegant in the arts, and an enthufiafm 
for all that is fublime in nature, that cordial, 
warmth of manner, that fafcinating fkank-. 
nefs^, when the foul feems.to hang, upon, the 
lips, and the glowing .expreffion of ife fdi- 
ijhility exerts an irrefiftible influej>oe over. 
the h)eart$ of others • ^ Monf. dp ' Cr- — -,, 
an amiable ^d accomplished man, appeared 
tp be in a ftate of dejedtion, which it coft 
him an effort to conceal, but which. his wife 
was evidently at. pains tp cheer. ,; Afteir 

hxfakfaft, Madame C-r-, — prpppfed a, walk 

amidft 
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amidft fome of the wildeft haunts of that 
romantic r^on, where Ih^ told me fhe fel- . 
dom met any human creature, and therefore 
confidered that porticm of the valley as her 
own territory. 

i • Before we fet oiit, Vi<9:oire, who feemed 

• • • r • • 

tick B/ little anxious to know ** niy opinion 
of things in general'* at Paris, was fo^x- 
tremdy voluble in her inqtiiries, that I 
found it impoffible for my anfwers to keep 
any pace with her queftions. Vidtoire*s mind 
was fertile in fuppofitions, as well as in- 
quiries; Ihe fuppofed the monfters had, by 
this time, fown all the Tuilleries with pota- 
toes, and dug up the houfes as well as the 
cellars for falt-petre, and made all the wo- 
men wear red caps; as if 'it was not bad 
enough to be forced to ftick on a cockade, " 
or be dragged to prifon by thofe horrid 
fans^culottes^ calling themfelves Brutus and 
Ariftides. She fuppofed too they ftill went 

on 
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on with thw faucy tutoiment and citoyenne^ 
to (h^ women — fli« did not know why the 
brutes dared to call her citoyinne^ flic, who 
had lived all her life ^t Verf^Ue^, and wait% 

m 

cd only on court ladies* 

Viftoire proceeded in her obfervation^ till 
I interrupted hey by remarking^ that flie 
oxuft no doubt i^d her£blf very happy }t 
filch a fafe diftance from Paris, among thc^ 
fine mountains ---^** Ah, Madame*" inter- 
wpted Vidtoire, ** h^ppy among the ia^ 
vages h^rcj^ who can?t fpeak one word of 
French l-^Oh» what I would fometjim^s 
give for a walk upon the Boulevards I I ann 
fo tired of rocki^ and foows l--r-if it wa^ 
not foJf the pleafure of ferving my d<fff 
lady, I believe I fliould go baek an4h»ve 
noy head cut pffi*^for Vm too well fcnowft 
in Paris to efc;>pe— and yet, J muft awi> 
the truths. I did ati \ could to niake wxy 
lady cQiK^e away J for eert»ipXy> when ^ 

the 
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the haute noblejfe were gone, my lady, as \ 
told her, was not made to ft ay behind—^ 
and, indeed,'* added Vidtoire, *Vl was 
aftiamed myfelf of being feen in Paris, for 
all \\M&femm(s de jcbambm of my acquaint-^ 
ance had emigrated an age before/* Upon 
the whole I obferved, froni Vi^Stoire*^ con-; 
Y^rfation, that her wrath and indignation 
againft the Jacobins was almoft entiipely 
confined to ^€vt groffiiretii 2^% for theia? 
cruplty, that feemed to come within the 
pale of her forgivenefsj but to put innok 
cent people to deaih, and be maUhomite^ 
en outre ^ Ihe C9nfidei:ed as quitp unpardoa* 
able. 



After a delightful ramble amidft the pic^* 
j^urefque fcenes of that wild country. Ma-* 
dame C— and myfelf feated ourfelves on. 
a fpot of turf, and left the reft of the company 
to extend their walk. Here, laying afide 
the tone of general converfation, Madame 

de 
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de C— ^ — related to me the particulars of 
her fituation, which fhe probably faw I was 
anxious to know, more from a fentiment of 

• • • 

fympathy, than a principle of curiofity. 
Nor fbould it be thought lingular that Ihc 
confided her ftory to a ftranger; €ven an 
fiiglifli woman, in that diftant regicwi, 
furrounded cxily by half-eivilized mbun- 
taineers, would have felt confidence fpring- 
ing irir her bofom towards a perfon who 
could undcrftand and pity her feelings ; but 
it requiml lefs than the folitude of Alpine 
mountain^ to ha\fe kdv Madame C — -;— ' to 
BTifoId her heart. The French arc natu- 
rally communicative; they neither pradtife, 
nor comprehend, that referve which be- 
longs to the Englifh charadten and which 
ibmetinieis has its fource iw delicacy, fomc-. 
times in pride^ 



) . ' 



J Whatever the French feel or fufier, hope 
cm: fear is readily imparted to the whole cir- 
'^ clc 
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cle of their fociety ; even perfonal infirmi- 
ties and mental defedts, of which the pot 
feflbr happens to be confcious, are all made 
known without hefitation; poverty itfelf, 
which in England we are fo careful to con- 
ceal, cofts the French no fuch trouble; nor 
have they any idea of enduring the fmallefl: 
privation, in order to hide their circum- 
flances or make a better appearance to the 
world. 



But to return to Madame . C , who 
was the daughter of a nobleman of high 
rank, and who, at fixteen years of age, had 

married Monf. C , by whom (he was 

paffionately beloved. That Madame C 

was beloved, I could very eafily believe, 
while I difcerned the graces of her mind, 
and beheld the fine expreffion of her coun- 
tenance, from which forrow, not time, for 
(he was now only in her twenty-fourth 
year, had fnatched the firft frefh tints of 

beauty. 
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beauty, but had left an expreflion whicB 
blended a more tender fentiment with ad- 
miration • Monf. C — — , who detefted 
the principles of the revolution as cordially 
as moft men of the fame rank, was only 
prevented from emigrating when firft that 
event took place, by the reprefentations of 
his wife, whofe more enlarged mind exult- 
ed in that change of fyftem which Ihe dared 
not openly applaud : Ihe had often wept over 
the miferies of the opprelTed people, and was 
more difpofed to rejoice in the amelioration 
of folid fubftantial wretchednefs, than to Ia-» 
ment the ideal deprivations of greatnefs^ 
After the niemorable tenth of Auguft, flie 
had no longer power, however, to reftrain 
her hufband from emigrating, and confider- 
ing it as her firft duty to follow his for- 
tunes, and fhare his deftiny, fhe was only 
prevented from going with him by his de- 
fire that flie (hould endeavour to preferve 
their property, by remaining in France till 
4 the 
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the counter-revolution arrived, which he 
was firmly perfuaded was at no great dif- 
tance. After making the tour of Switzer* 
land, he crofled the Alps with a party of 
emigrants; and finding, that although the 
counter-revolution was on its way, its 
march was lefs rapid than he had expeded, 
determined to wait for that event at Bellin- 
2one. Not long after, that ferocious ty* 
ranny with its train of horrors, to whick 
regal defpotifm was mild, and all its abufes 
light, eftablifhed itfelf in France. Madame 
dc C ^s correfpondence became every 
day more difficult and dangerous, and at 
length the friend to whom his letters were 
addreffed declared, that if this epiftolary in- 
tercourfe was continued, it would lead not 
only himfelf, but Madame C— , to the 
fcafK)ld« 



Deprived of all communication with her 
hufbatid, and a melancholy witnefs of 

crimes 
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crimes which fhe execrated, and of mifericd 
which fhe deplored, fhe foon became her- 
felf involved in the general calamity. All 
the property of Monf. C was fequef- 

tered, and the feals were placed upon every 
apartment of his hotel, after a flrid fearch 
had been made for Madame C— — , who 
efcaped imprifonment by having found a 
temporary fhelter for herfelf and her little 
boy, in the houfe of her friend, Thisperfon, 
a man of fenfe and virtue, who, abhorrent 
of the fanguinary meafures which than pre- 
vailed, had, from circumflances of a private 
nature, fome influence with one high in 
power, and was ever r€;^dy to employ that 
influence for the purpofe of doing good, or. 
rather of averting evil, found means to 
fnatch Madame C from danger, by 

obtaining pafTports for her and Vicftoire, as 
the wives of two Swifs traders, who had 
come to Paris upon aflfairs of commerce, 
and were returning to their own country. 

Madame 
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Madame C , after thanking her friend 
for life, fince life was then included in the 
gift of a paffport, fet off in the diligence to 
Bafil, with her little boy in her arms, and 
accompanied by Vidloire, 

During the journey Madame C ■ had 
many alarms on account of the intemperate 
refentments of her waiting- woman, who, 
whenever any incident happened by which 
fhe was offended, was ready fo betray all. 
Viftoire was aftoniftied that nobody found 
out that fhe was thtfemme de chambre of 
the lady of a cordon rouge ^ and was as an- 
gry at what fhe confidcred as difrefpecSt, to 
life the words of Johnfon, as ** the Czar 
of Mufcovy, when he pafTed through Swe- 
den in difguife/* It required many a private 
ledlure, during the route, from Madame 
C— J — , to make Vidtoire preferve the in- 
cognita; fhe longed to burfl upon the im- 
pertinent fellow travellers, who greeted her 

VOL, I. U with 
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with tu toiy citoyenney and egaliti^ with a 
detail of all the former fplendour of her 
lady, a large portion of whidi flie confi- 
dered as rcfleded upon herfelf, ' She owned 
that fhe was dying to tell them, that they 
were not fit company for the anti-chamber, 
and that this was the firft time ihe herfelf 
had ever travelled in a diligence. Madame 
C promifed VicSoire that fhe fhould 

tell all, and ad: the duchefs if fhe pleafed, 
when once they had pafled the frontier, but 
conjured her in the mean time, if fhe valued 
her life, to be filent; this, however, did 
not prevent Vidloire from declaring to an 
inn-keeper, who fhe thought had ufed too 
familiar a tone, that fhe would take care to . 
prevent Monfieur from ever employing his 
houfe again ; upon which fjie was heartily 
abufed as the diligence drove off, aod met 
with the ufual Jacobin reproof for making 
ufc of that appellation, by being told that 
Monfieur was at Coblentz. 

Madame 
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Madame C , in fpite of the impru- 
dent Tallies of her waiting- woman, and 
fome inquiries in the artlefs accents of her 
little boy after his papa's coach and four, 
reached Bafil in fafety, where flie had no 
fooner taken poffeffion of an apartment at 
th^e inn, than Vidtoire endeavoured to com- 
penfate herfelf for the reftraints of the 
journey, by bawling out her miftrefs's ti- 
tles to every waiter in the houfe, and re- 
counting, with e^i^traordinary volubility, the 
indignities they had fuffered on the road. 
Poor VicStoire, however, met with far lefs 
fy mpathy th^n (lie expeded, her miftrefs 
having, unfortunately for the effed: of her 
'harangues, flopped at the Three Kings, 
which is the refort of the French Repub- 
licans, inftead of going to the Stork, which 
is fupported by the French Emigrants, and 
v^diere her tales of plebeian impertinence 
would have produced a becoming horror. 

U 2 After 
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After one night *s repofe, Madame C — ^— 
having written to announce her arrival to 
her hufband, and intreat him to meet her 
at Lucerne, immediately proceeded thither. 
Two days Ihe waited impatiently at Lu- 
cerne without any tidings of Monf. C , 

and fearing that her letter had mifcarried,- 
determined, without further delay, to crofs 
the Alps, and joyfully furprize him by her. 
appearance at Bellinzone. As flie drew 
near that city her heart fwelled with al- 
moft incontrolable emotion— -her hulband 
had, in fome of his firft letters to her, de- 
fcribed the landfcape fo much in detail, 
that every objedl feemed to bring his image 
more vividly to her mind. As fhe.pafled 
over the bridge, about a mile from the 
town, and faw at a little diftance on the 
right the Moefa and the Teffino mingling 
their ftreams together, (he recolleded his 
having told her, that often on the fpot 
where daeir waters met he leant whole 

hours 
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hours in melancholy mufing over their 
blended current^. She gazed eagerly, as fhe 
approached the town, at the three frowning 
caftles that prown the lofty li/Ils, where fuc- 
ceffively refide the fovereign bailiffs of the 
fubjedl valley in which Bellinzbne is 

ipjaced. Monf. C-^ ha^* climbed thefe 

hills, had traced the fcene enclofed between 
their rocky heights, and ftretching beyond 
the romantic valley leading tp the Italian 
part of the Grifon territory. Mad. C- — ^ 
pafled through the gates of BelMnzone, her 
heart throbbing- with thofe overwhelming, 
thofe delicious fenfations, which are felt 
when we expeft, in a few fhort monaents, 
again to behold the objed: of our dearell 
afFe<aions, after a fepar^tion embittered by 
the pangs of cajamity, and the apprehen- 
fions of danger. Thofe delightful emotions 
, fluflied her cheek with the glow of ani- 
mated hope, and bathed her eye? with thpfe 
luxurious te^rs, which are the nttribute of 

U 3 tender 
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tender happinefs. Madame C , with 

her little fuite, rode up to thejnn, where hey 
hufband lived at Bellinzone, and eagerly- 
looked round as fhc difmounted, in hopes 
that her letters had by this time arrived, 
and that the trampling of the horfes feet 
had led him to*lhe door j for her heart tol4 
her how wakefully, had he been expelled, 
Ihe would have liftened to every found 
that could denote his approach, and how 
quickly ihe would have iprung to welconne 
him. - 



•• Where is Monf. C- ?" fhe in^ 

quired, with precipitation, not feeing hini 
appear. Monf. C — — , the people of the 
inn informed her, had left their houfe three 
months fince.- — ** Where, where is he 

gone?** exclaimed Madame C — , her 

heart lickening with difappointment.- — He 
was gone to Conftance ; but this was not 
all — he was gone with Madame — — , 

2 wh®. 
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who found Bellmzone too dull for a longer 
refidence. Madame C , without utter- 
ing another word, followed the inn- keeper 
into the houfe, but before Ihe had reached 
the apartnnient allotted for her fell fenfeleft 
on the ground : fhe was carried into her 
chamber, and laid upon a bed, where, on 
recovering, fhe found Vidoire anxioufly 
watching at her fide. The unfortunate 

Madame C--^ — was only reftored to a dif- 

» 

trading fenfe of mifery; of a fp,ecies of 
mifery, which her feeling heart was leaft 
able to fuftain, that of being forfaken by 
him, whom fhe loved with the moft ten- 
der, the moft inviolable attachment. 

Involved in the <:onfequences of his emi- 
gration, fhe had been forced to bid a final 
adieu to her country; her country, which 
Ihe believed would one day Ihake off the 
horrible tyranny under which it then groan- 
ed, and which flie abandoned for ever with 

U 4 regret j 
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regret; fince fhe felt powerfully that local 
attachment, which a Cold fupercilious phi- 
'lofophy may call prejudice, but of which a 
mind of fenfibility is ever ftrongly fufcepti- 
ble; in confequence of his emigration fhe 
had loft all chance of retaining that ampl^ 
property, which was the fplendid inherit- 
ance of her child ; without fharing the in- 
temperate violence of his political opinions, 
fhe had determined to . Ihare his misfor- 
,tune?, ^nd foften that eternal exile to which 
flie flew with reluctance, but which had 
been his voluntary choice. To be fpxfaken 
by him, forfaken at the very moment when 
mutual confidence, and upfhakpn fidelity 
and attachment, were the dear fole refuge 
left againft the ftorms of fate, was anguifh 
infupport^ble. How keenly did her break- 
ing heart feel the fentiment, which our 4\^ 
vine poet has expreffed-r-T 



^s H^i 
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^* Had it pleafed heaven 
*' To try me with affliftion, had he rain'd 
** All kinds of fores and fliames o^i my bare head, 
** Steep'd me in poverty to the very lips, 
** Given to captivity me and my utmoft hopes, 
^f I could have found in jfomp place of my foul 
" A drop of patience-^ 

** But there, where I have garner'd up my he^rt, 
'' Where either I muft live, or bear no life, 
<< -^ to be difcarded thence!" — 

Madame C — r-^— knew too well the cha- - 
radter of the lady, who was the companion 
of her hulband's flight, to doubt of his in- 

fidelity. Madame de r was a Parifian 

lady of high rank, who had been diftin-f 
guifhed in the ancient regime for the bril- 
liancy of her coteries, and the number of 
her adorers* Exqujfitely ikilted in all 
thofe meretricious arts, which too often 
captivate thefenfes of the Lqr^s of Qrea- 
tion, without leave of their reafon, and even 
in oppofition of all their better feelings, 
Jvl^dame de ^ ■ a had for many years en* 

ch^^ii^ed 
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chained in quick fucceflion more captives 
than flie could count at her triumphal car ; 
had difturbed the peace of a great number 
of families; had broken the heart of many 
a tender female, from whom fhe had 
alienated the affections of a beloved huf- 
band, by thofe fedudtions which fpread an 
alluring drapery over the form of vice, 
and fender the fimple charms of virtuous 
lave infipid to the vitiated fancy. Madame 
de ' was publickly known to be a wo* 
man of galkntry, but this by no means pre- 
vented her being perfe(5tly well received 
in the firft circles of falhion, where (he was 
certain to find many who rivalled her in li- 
centious difpofitions, but none who eclipfed 
her in Circean graces. 

Though her youth was now paft, her 
perfon was ftill attractive, and her gaiety 
and wit were inexhauftible. The revolu-* 
tion diffolved Madame de — ■•^'s coteries, 

difperfed 
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difperfe4 her adorers, transformed Paris 
into a new region, where the altars of plea^ 
fure weire overthrown » where ingenfe was 
pfFered at the fhrine of a new goddefs^ and 
\vhere Madame de ■ i. i^ was ftunned from 
morning till night' with the enthufis^ic ^- 
clamations of the vulgar, whom fhc had 
been accuftomed to confider as only born for 
llavery and filence; and who now, lifting 
pp their hoarfe vdkes, for iever thundered 
in her ear from every quarter the finmds of 
liberty, and the rights qf man^ 

The mornii!>g, after fhe firft Federation, 
^ifgufted with that fpcdiacle of happinefs, 
and fickening at the recollection of thoie 
ihouts of exultation, which arofe in unifort 
from half a million of aflfembfcd people, 
Madame de -- — -► ordered polt*horfes, atid 
fet out for London. Her chief folaee in 
that capital confifted in amufing her former 

^nglifh acquaintances at Paris, by whom 

(he 
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flic was well received, with fpiteful plea- 
fantries upon the new order of things, 
fanciful definitions of hberty, and ludicrous 
Iketches of the raw paiti-colcxired volun- 
t<sers, who, fince Madame de ■ drew 

their pictures, have fcaled (he Alps, sind 
changed the face of E«yope, , 

While that lady was enlivening the vari^. 
ous tea-tables where fhe vifited with well-r 
turned epigrams on democracy, ih6 w^5 
fummoned by her friends to haften inilantly 
to France, in order to fave her property 
frqm confifcation, and herfelf from being 
comprifed in the law, which placed thofe 
perfons pn the fatal lift qf ^migr^nts, whc^ 
did not return within a ftated time, Madame 
de ■ N however, with full confidence in 
her own powers qf extricating herfelf from 
all fcrapes, and overcpming ?11 obftacles, 
loitered in London till the day of girace was 
pa(l. She at length came to Paris, an4 

9pene<4 
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opened her career in that city, by pkyfuUy 
jefting in fociety, even with per Ions in au- 
thority, on the fubjedt of her emigration, 
the events of the revolution, and her own 
patriotic principles. But the bloody arena 
of revolutionary government was at that 
time prepared, the victims were already 
marked, the horrid forms of death were 

about to be let loofc, and Madame de *s 

bons-mots, which were delightful in the 
fiife vicinity of Grofvenor fquare, appeared 
very nearly allied to madnefs in the neigh- 
bourhood of the fquare of the revolution: 
as the flowering foliage of the light fhrub, 
which fports gracefully with the perfumed 
zephyrs in the (heltered valley, affumes a 
terrific character, when it waves over an 
Alpine precipice. Madame de — — find- 
ing, that under the fear of the guillotine, 
people were entirely infenfible to wit; and 
at length being convinced, that all her 
witcheries and enchantments would be loft 

upon 
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upon the fierce demagogues who were about 
tp feize the reins of power, and that fhe was 
even in fome danger of the fcafFold, fet off 
for Switzerland with a falfe paflport, ac* 
companied by a young nobleman, who had 
alfo procured one for the purpofe of join- 
ing the army of Conde. 

Madame de — • had not fuccceded in 
iaving her property from fequeftration, and 
her purfe was but lightly furniflied when 
flie left Paris ; that of her fellow-traveller, 
however, was well filled, and Madame dc 
I was rich . in fpells fo potent, that for 
her 

*^ The royal banner, and all quality-, 

*^ Pride, pomp, and circumftance of glorious war,'* 

Tvcre forgotten, till his purfe became as 
vacant as her own, and fhe then fuffered 
him to leave her at Bellinzone, and haften 
to the army with funds fcarcely fujEcient 

to 
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to pay the expences of his journey. During 
this interregnum in Madame dc — ~'s 
conquefts, Monf. C — — , in evil hour, 
wrived. 



He was filent, dejeded, and melancholy^ 

which little fuited Madame de ^s 

tafte, but he was in poffeffion of a large 
fum of money, a circumftance which was 
not ill adapted to the ftate of her finances* 
Madame de ■ foon transformed herfelf 

into a 

*' Penfive nun, devout and pure, 
** Sober, ftedfeft, and demure*" 

It was a confiderable time before her ^- 
tillery of wiles made any impreflion oa 
Monf. C ■; her pride became piqued, 
as well as her intereft engaged^ in atchievi^jg; 
this new conqueft; and Monf. C- , after 
a fiegc of confiderable length, was added to 

the number of her captives. 

When 



306 A VIEW OF THE PRESENT 

When her dominion was fecurely efta- 
bliflied, Ihe infifted upon leaving the foli- 
tudes of Bellinzone, of which flic had long 
been heartily weary, for the more congenial 
region of Conftance, which, for diflipation 
and pleafure, vied with the Paris of former 
times; and where Monf. de C— — 's pilrfe 
A fumifhed her with all the means of volup- 
tuous luxury. 

In the mean time, the unfortunate Ma- 
dame C ■ " , heedlefs of the remonftrances 
of her faithful Vid:oire, and .indifferent to 
the innocent prattle and fweet carefles of 
her child, paffed fome weeks at Bellinzone 
in that fituation of mind, when every care, 
every affeftion, and every thought, are ab- 
forbed in one deep, powerful, overwhelm- 
ing fentiment of mifery. She was rouzed 
from this inadlive defpondency by finding 

herfelf menaced with an evil which flie had 

« 

often pitied, but once had little chance of 

ever 
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ever feeKng; this evil was poverty; not 
that figurative poverty which pines in arti- 
' ficial want^ but the laft terrible extreme of 
real mifery; mifery which weighs with its 
deepeft preffure on a mother*s heart, wheii 
fhe hears the complaining voice of her* 
child, and has no power to fupply its necef- 
fities. Madame C— *^— had left France 
with a fum of money little more than fuf- 
ficient to defray the expences of her jour- 
ney; l)ut fhe felt no anxiety on this ac- 
count, as (he was going to join her hufband, 
who (he knew was provided, at his depar- 
ture, with funds which muft ftill be more 
than fufEcient to fupply all prefent exigen- 
cies ; and for the future {he looked forward 
to the efforts of their friend in France, to 
refcup fomething from the wreck of their 
property* 

Since her arrival at Bellinzone, fhe had 

thought little on the fubjedl, for amidfl the 

VOL, I. X firfl 
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firft fliarp pangs of wounded affedion, the 
lacerated heart, only awake to one fenfation, 
turns with difguft from all the cares, the 
anxieties, and views of ordinary life; the 
world feems one wide chearlefs defart, and 
all that it contains, except the objed: wc 
have loft, has no power to excite an emo- 
tion of pain or pleafur.e. 

From this lethargy of defpair Madame 
C was awakened, by Vidloire telling 

her that fhe had heard that the inn at which 
they lived was extremely expenfive. She 
immediately fent for her bill, though with- 
out much alarm, fince her repafts bad, , flie 
thought, been too fimple to be coftly. The 
amount of the bill, however, fo far exceed- 
ed her expedtation, that when it was paid, 
a few remaining livres and a few trinkets ; 
were the fole property Ihe poffeffed. Ma- 
dame C — r— looked at her child, and fdt 
tliat flxe had no moments to lolej Ihe de* 

termii>ed 
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termined to leave the inn immediately, and 
Vidoire, after fome refearch, hired a fmall 
, chamber, containing two wretched beds, to 
which fhe retired. Here Madame C— — , 
who had her whole life been nurfed in the 
bofom of affluence, fcarcely allowing her- 
felf the fcanty fuftenance which nature re- 
quires for its prefervation, bathed her child 
with tears of bittemefs, till fometimes the 
infant caught the infedious forrow, and 
wept becaufe he faw her weep. Sometimes- 
he enquired why his mama had no dinner; 
and fometimes afked why, fince he was a 
good boy j fhe gave him no bons^bons now ? 
Vi<5loire chear fully fhared her lady's dry 
cruft, and the only point on which they 
differed was, that fhe occafionally gave vent 
to a fharp refledlion on her mafler, which 
Madame C— — inflantly repreffed; upon 
which Vidloire uflially left the room, and 
indulged her feelings, as well as her loqua- 

X 2 city. 
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city, by relating the ftdry, in terms little 
meafured, to the whole neighbourhood* 

Madame C — — perceived with anguifti^ 
which can be ill defined, that, notwithftand- 
ing all the privations maternal tendemefs 
could devife or pradlife, her litde funds 
Wei'e aliiioift entirely exhaufted; and fhe had 
■^ now recourfe to her Watch and rings, as the 
laft means of averting want from her 
child. Vid:oire was forced to part with 
thefe relicks of former fplendor at a price 
far below their value : alas ! in fuch fort of 
conventions there is ufuaJly an imequal con« 
flidl between rapacity and diftrefsj but at 
that period the fame fad neceffity had forced 
fo many unfortunate fugitives to relinquish, 
like Madame C— f — , the appendages of de- 
parted opulence^ that the quantity of jewds, 
trinkets, and watches ^ offered for fale in 
Switzerland, had naturally dimini'flied their 
worth. 

^ With 
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With a trembling hand Madame C — — . 
received the produce of her laft refources, 
while (he anticipated the moment when 
they \youId altogether fail. The people of 
the town, where fhe had alighted, had be- 
fore her arrival difpatched the letter to 
Monf. C , which fhe had fent him 
from Bafil, but fhe had received no tidings 
of him in return ; it was therefore evident, 
.that he was unaffe6led by her fituation, that [ 
he was carelefs of her fate, that he thought 
of her no more! Amidfl the bitternefs of 
thofe refledlions, how eagerly would fhe 
have welcomed that death tp which he 
abandoned her, but that fhe mufl leave her 
child to perifh. She had not neglected to 
inform her friend in France of her circum- 
flances ; but her letter, which it was death 
to receive, had to travel by a route fo cir- 
cuitous, and to pafs through fo many hands 
before it reached him, that nothing could 
be more uncertain than its arrivaj. 

X 3 With 
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With a frame languid frcm fufFering/ 
and a heart defolate with defpair, Madame 
C was one evening fitting in her 

wretched fhed, loft in gloomy meditation, 
when Vidloire, who had been out in fearch 
of their little daily fupplies, haftily entered 
the room, and told her, that having been to 
pay a vifit to the people of the inn, where 
they had lodged, and where fhe had been 
talking of her Iady*s misfortunes, a perfon 
who was prefent faid, that if Madame 
could embroider waiftcoats, work cra- 
vats, or draw landfcapes, Ihe would un- 
dertake to fell them to the miftrefs of the 
principal inn at Surfee, who made it her 
bufinefs to difpofe of fuch little fort of 
works, which were executed by fome emi- 
grant ladies who lived in th^t town; and 
flie was fure the fame benevolent perfon 
would do as much for Madame, when fhe 
knew her ftory, 

VicSoirc 
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Viftoirc had proceeded thus far, when 
Madame C* — — threw herfelf on her knees, 
and poured forth a fervent thank fgiving : fhe . 
then folded her little boy to her bofom, and 
inftantly difpatched Viftoire to make known 
how thankfully flie accepted this bleflcd 
offer. Early the next morning the neceffary 
materials were purchafed, and Madamfe 
C— — , with eager alacrity, began her talk. 
While fhe contemplated the firft elegant 
performance, which advanced rapidly be- 
neath her creating hand, tears of foothing 
pleafure, tears which it was luxury to fhed, 
gufhed from her eyes. To have the power 
of applying thofe accomplifhrnents, which 
fhe had only cultivated as the amufement of 
a fdlitary hour, to the dear, the precious 
purpofe of fuflaining her child, filled her 
mind with the fweetefl fenfations of mater^ 
nal tendernefs— it was delight, elevated by 
the noble confcioufnefs of duty— it was an 
effort of virtue, which, while it fliielded 

X 4 the 
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the object of her fond iblicitude firam fuf- 
fering, was interwoven with an immodiale 
xecompenie in the foothing efied: it pro- 
duced en her own mind. Since, tsunidft cqa- 
tinual occupation, that gloomy de^pondencj, 
which in ftillnefs and folitude brooded over 
its own turbulent wrttchednefs, was foft- 
cned into milder forrow, and engrofled by 
the unceaiing care of providing for her 
child, the image of its father, which ufed to 
call forth the wild agonies of dilappraited 
pafiicxi, but now awakened a tender melaii* 
choly, which refignacibn tempered. The 
only moments which Madame C- gave 
to leifure, and the indulgence of her feel- 
ings, were thofe of twilight, when^ after 
the unremitting labours of the long fum- 
mer day, Ihe ufually left her little boy to 
the care of Vidoirc, and walking out akme 
omidft thole fcenes of fokmn grandair» in-* 
dulged that mournful mufing, when the 
iniud wanders over its vanifhcd plcafurcs. 
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and tears, which flow without controul, 
embalm the paft ! 

In one of thofe folitary walks, fcated oa 
the fragment of a rock, near the torrent-* 
;fl:ream, the hoarfe noife of whofe mdan-^ 
choly waters were congenial to h^r medita*. 
tions, the chain of penfive thought was fud- 
denly broken by the tread of an approaching 
footftep. She caft up her eyes, and be- 
held Monf. C— , who, pale, and tremb- 
ling with emotion, thr€W himfelf at her feet, 
dafpcd her knees in unutterable agony, and 
^t length told her in broken accents, that he 
came not to folicit her forgivcnefs, but to 
die in her prefence — that feeling he had but 
a fliort time to live, he had ventured to be- 
hold her once more, . not to attempt any ex- 
tenuation of his guilt, or to declare how 
much he abhorred himfelf for the paft, but 
fn^X^ly to explain the appearance of that 

barbarous 



3l6 A VIEW OF THE PRESENT 

barbarous negledt, in which fhe had . been 
left at Bellinzonc; 



Monf. C then, after execrating the 

delufion, by which he had been fo fatally 
xnifled, related, that having taken an excur- 
lion into Germany, at the period, when her 
letter arrived, he had only received it two 
months after it was dated, Rouzed as from 
an hideous dream, feized with the pings 
of remorfe at his own condudt, and feeling 
every fentiment of renewed tendernefs awa* 
kened in his heart by the image of her 
fufferings, he inftantly declared to Madatne 
■ his refolution to haften to Belli nzone. 
No intelligence, he perceived, eould be 
more agreeable to that lady, and not long 
after he difcovered the reafon, by hearing 
that fhe was going to Vienna with a Ger- 
man Count, the owner of a brilliant equi- 
page, with whom fhe became acquainted 

during 
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during their excurfion, and who had fol- 
lowed her to Conftance. Monf. C 
added, that having himfelf fet out on foot 
from that city, being determined not to 
fpend on the indulgence of a carriage the 
few louis he had yet in jelerve, the violent. 
% emotions of his mind, joined to exceflive. 
fatigue of body, by taking journeys too 
rapid, in order to accelerate his arrival, pro- 
duced a dangerous fever. At a little vil- 
lage-inn, where he lay for feveral weeks 
ftretched upon a folitary bed of ficknefs, he 
had perhaps, he faid, in. fome meafure 
atoned for the paft, by the bitternefs of his 
regrets, by that anguifh — he was proceed- 

ing, when Madame C threw hcrfelf 

upon his neck, bathed his bofom with her 
tears, conjured him for ever to forget the 
paft, and declared, that her fufferings had 
aUready vanifhed in the hope of his return- 
ing affedion. 

■ 

When 
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' When Madame C— , with foft per- 
fuafion, had fomewhat reconciled her huf^ 
band to himfelf, and a calm confidential 
Converfation had fucceeded the tumultuous 
emotions of their firft meeting, they bent 
their way to the little apartment which was 
now their fole habitation, and which he had 
not yet entered ; fince having learned from 
the people of the houfe, in Vidloirc*s ab- 
fence, which path Madame C had 

taken for her evening walk, he had inftantly 
haftened to the fpot. They had fcarcely 
reached the chamber, when his little boy 
fprung forward to meet him, clung upon 
bis neck, called him his dear, dear papa, 
and reiterated his carefles tillMonf. C , 
overcome with faintnefs, agitation, and fa- 
tigue, funk fenfelefs on a chair. Madame 
C wept at obferving his emaciated 

figure, and his pale and haggard look; and 
Vittoire, j(he perceived, tried to fqueeze out 
a tear too, but not fucceeding, all flie could 

do 
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do was to wipe her eyes carefully with her 
handkerchief. Vidoi re was probably think- 
ing more of the dry crufts on which (be 
had dined occafionally, and which fort of 
repafts (he attributed to her mailer's con- 
dud, than of his fckly countenance. Ma- 
dame €■ ■ ' found nothing more difficult 
than to reftrain Vidoire's loq[uacity, who 
contrived, whenever fhe had an opportu- 
nity in the courfe of the evening, to relate 
the hardlhips they had fufFered with a fpitc-^ 
ful minutenefs of detail — how Madame 
breakfafted upon cold water inftead of cof- 
fee^ and dined fometimes upon lentil-foup^ 
and fometimes not at all; and how flic 
gained two livres a-day by drawing and em- 
broidery. 

This laft intelligence was more than 

Monf. C ■ could bear; he hid his face 

. with his hands, fprung from his chair, and 
walked in a difordered manner up and 

down 
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down the room. Madame angrily impofed 
filence on Vidtoire, who, taking the hint, 
declared that Ihe was au defefpoir at having 
afflicted Monfieur, for whom fhe felt the 
moft profound refpedt, and then left the 
room, in order, probably, to talk over his 
tranfgreffioris to the whole neighbourhood. 
She ftaid fo long, that Madame C Was 

forced to go in fearch of her, and as flie 
apprbached, heard her faying, " to be fure 
I don't forget that Moniieur is a cordon 
rouge after all, and therefore not made to 
give an account of his adlions to any body; 
but then when I think of my dear lady'*-*- 
here Vidtoire was interrupted in her unfi- 
nifhed fpeech. 

Monfieur had a return of his fever 
which lafted ' fome weeks ; and, at 
length, believing he had fuffered fufE- 
cient penance, Viftoire gracioufly ac- 
corded him her forgivenefs. ' A fhort time 

after 
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after the return of. Monf. C -, a letter 

arrived from their friend in France, with 
tidings that he had fecured for Madame 
C. a fum fufEcient to produce a little 
revenue, which would place her out of the 
reach of want, and which fum was depo- 
fited in the hands of a Swifs banker. Upon, 
receiving this intelligence, they determined 
to leave their wretched apartment, and hav- 
ing in their rambles along the wild valley 
leading . to the Grifons, difcovered a neat 
vacant cottage, they hired it for the fum- 

mer ; there Monf C hoped to recover 

his health amidft the falubrious breezes 
from the hills, and his peace of mind amidft 
the calm and foothing fenfations which the 
fimple beauties of unadorned nature can beft 
excite. 



After repeated vifits to her charming cot- 
tage, I bade Madame C a long, re- 
ludant farewell; and have fince heard, 

with 
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with delight, that fhe continues in the pri- 
vacy of her retreat to enjoy that domeftic 
blifs, which to fenfibility like hers is the 
firft of bleflings; Ihe has a nund capable of 
relinquifhing rank and fplendor without a 
figh, fince (he has found happinefs in ex- 
change. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 



/^/ 10 tbi Grifins.'^DifcuJ/ion $n thi RiV/ktiM^ 

In one of cur rides near Bellinzonc, we 
nude an excurfion along a valley belonging 
to the Grifons. Fatigued with the beams of 
the noon-day fun, we looked around for the 
inn of the village, and accepted the invita- 
tion of a pcrfon, of whom we made the 
inquiry, and over whofc door wc faw an 
infcription that denoted the afylum, of 
which wc were in fearch. The hour of 
dinner was paft in the valley, but a plenti- 
ful collation of fruits, wine, and cakes, 
were fct before us. On our entrance wc 
found three or four perfons in warm poli- 
tical debate; btit the principal difputant^ 
were a gentleman of Turin, who had lately 
paf&d fome time at Paris, and a young to 
VOL, I, Y dciiaftic 
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clefiaftic belonging to anr adjoining village. 
As the fubjed: of difputc was the revolution 
which had juft then taken pl^ce in the Gri- 
fons, wc were led to afk for information 
refpedingit. - . 

The native of. Turin informed us, that 
that event w^s nothing but the tranfitory 
commotion of ^n ignorant and ttimultubiis 
mob, that on, f<>ifte idle jpyfeten^e had: ^f- 
fcnibled together to corred abufes that did 
not exift, had feisjed on the government of 
the country, committed great depredations; 
'on the property of individuals, and were xxt 
the pc^int of being reduced to their primir 
tive' nothingnefs, as the good fenfe of the 
country revolted againft proceedings fo def- 
trudive of peace and order. The ecclefiaftic 
liftened with considerable impatience to the 
end of the harangue, when, tvith an elo- 
' quent volubility, that proved how ear- 
ncftly his b^^rt was engaged in the caufe^ 

he 
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he ran over the long lift of tyrannies exer- 
cife^ on the people by the Ariftocratic go* 
vemments, which had juft been overthrown. 
He attefted that this tumultuous rabble was 
a regular aflembly of the reprefentatives of 
the people deputed from each commune^ 
and who had met as a legal convention to re- 
form in the moft conftitutional manner 
thofc j^ufes. He alTured us, that fo far 
from committing depredations ori property, 
perhaps the only blame to be caft on the 
convention, was the lenity with which they 
had treated thofe offences, which had ne- 
ceflitated the change of government, fines 
all they had done was to order a repayment 
into the public treafury from each defaulter 
of the unaccounted monies; but this was 
exadted in fuch fmall proportions, that the 
fentence feemed rather an invitation to of-* * 
fence than a punifhment for paft depreda- 
tions. 



Y a The 
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The reforms in the future adminiftration^ 
he afferted, were not lefs mild than the 
lenity exercifcd againft the abufes of the 
paft. The people were relieved from the 
burden of taxes that were never applied by 
their former governors to the feryice of the 
ftate, and the feudal rights of the nobility 
were abolifhed ; . that with the exception of 
the flight retributions made to the public 
purfe, arid the lofe of certain privileges, by 
more equality in the regulations of com- 
merce, the nobles had nothing to lament, 
but a degree of influence, which they ought 
never to have poflipfled, and were even per-, 
mitted to retain all the infignia of their an- 
cient dominion, all the decorations of fa- 
mily and title. So far, continued our eccle- 
fiafl:ic, was thi^ aflembly of the people from 
being reduced to what was called primitive 
nothingnefs^, that having only before them 
certain Ample objects of reform, in which 
they were unanimous, they had adjourned 

their 
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their meeting, merely becaufe they had 
finifhed their work; and fo far were they 
from having adled contrary to the wifh of 
their conftituents, that he believed, except 
from thofe who were immediately intereft- 
ed in the continuance of ancient abufes, 
there was but one voice throughout the 
whole country, that of enthufiafm for the 
recovery of their rights, which, if again at- 
tacked, all were ready to defend, or perifti 
in the attempt *• 

The reply of the Piedmontefe to his an- 

* It appears that this young ecclefi^ftic had formed 
too favourable an opinion of his new governors on the. 
other fide of the mountain ; and it is probable, that he 
and the other inhabitants of the Valley of Mifox have 
fince <»hange<i their manner of thinking : fince it is 
faid, that the people of this valley, now the only part 
of the Grifon dominions on the fouthern fide of th^ 
Alps, have folicited their junftion to the Cifalpine re- 
public ; between which two countries are fituated the 
Italian bailiwicks, ' • 

> • Y3 tagonift 



3^8 A VIEW Ot THE PRESENT 

tagonift was witty and farcaftic ; but it was 
cafy tc5 perceive, by the triumph painted in 
the countenances of the by-flanders, that 
the prieft had echoed their own fentiments. 
Our inn-keeper joined in the converfatioa 
with an authority equal to his guefts ; but 
though deeply interefted in the debate, was 
careful to go at certain intervals with ' a 
fpoonful of lemonade to wet the parched 
lips of a feverilh infant, who lay in it3 
cradle in a corner of the room. Its fifter, 4 
girl of fix years of age, dreft in a blue bod» 
dice, an4 fhort red petticoat, with her feet 
and legs bare, and whofe cheek flufhed with 
the cleareft bloom of health, and eye fpark- 
ling with fprightlinefs, formed a ilriking 
contrail to the languid look of the psle 
baby, ftopd patiendy at the fide of its 
cradle^ with ^ large yine-branch in hejr 
hand, which fhe waved b^pkwards and fof^ 
wards tp preyept the nurnerpus flies^ that 
noon brings forth jn that country, from 

3 feizin|; 
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tcizing the fick child. There was fome- 
thing fo attractive in this domeflic .groupe, 
that they often made me forget the Grifon 
jrevokitipn. 



Two hours had glided away before we 

• • 

thought of ordering our horfes, when we 
received a moft cordial invitation from a 
venerable old man of the party, to pafs a 
few days at his dwelling, in our paflage 
over his mountains, having heard that we 
propofed returning through the Cni6i\ 
country. 

We were not a little embarrafled at thi^ 
miftake we had made, when upon enquir- 
ing what expence we had incurred, our 
hoft replied, that the only recompenfe he 
defired was our fpcedy jreturn at an carliei: 
hour to dinner: when we fhould be re-r 
ceived, not as he faw we fupppfed our*- 
ielves at an inn, but at the habitation of 

Y4 a friend, 



/' 
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a friend, who would be thankful for tl« 
favour. Our inn-keeper proved, on in- 
quiry, to be the principal raagiftrate of the 
diftridt, and the infcription, which we had 
taken for a fign, was an ornament over the 
door of his houfe. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXI, 



yd Caknca State of Society. — Journey up St. Sernar" 
dim — Letvanges.-^Orifon HoJ^itality^-^Pq/loral Oc^ 

icttpatiom. 

We did not fail, on leaving the Italian 
vallics, to pafs two days with our hofpita- 
We hoft* the greater part of which were 
fpent in excurfions amongft the mountains', 
particularly thofe of the Val Calenca, which 
is one of the four diftrids of this jurifdic- 
tion, called the high jurifdi€tion of the 
Valley of Mifox. A rapid torrent flowing 
from the Glaciers of the Bird Mountain, 
runs noifily through the 4fi^ley of Valenca; 
and throws itfelf into the Moefa. Wc paf- 
fed through fevcral villages, but flopped to 
repofe ourfelves at Santa Maria, the capital 
of the Valley, where we faw a magnificent 

church 
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church dedicated to the Virgin. The laft 
village in this diftrid, or the neareft to the 
Glaciers, is Val Bella, or the Beautiful Val- 
ley ; but as we were affured that the place 
did not at all correfpond with the name, we 
difcontinued our journey thither. This 
valley, fituated between the mountains* of 
Val Bienna and thofe of the Valley of Mi- 
fox, is extenfive, but for the mod part wild 
and barren ; it is not eafy to find a place in 
the world fo little known to it, as this fe- 
duded and favage nook. The ungrateful 
foil prompts the inhabitants to periodical 
emigrations i the fuminer is fpent in the 
native hut, and the winter is the feafon of 
travel and obfervation, the cxpences of 
which are defrayed by the produce of their 
manufactures, fxmh as baikets^ pitch, grind* 
jng ftones, and other territorial mountain^ 
pus productions, which they fell in Italy. 
Thofe who are not engaged in commerciaj 
projects,, and the wives and children of 

thofe 
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thofe who are, folloV other fpeculations of 
profit, among which are thofe of begging 
and predifting the buona aventura^ or tel- 
ling fortunes. 

. After taking leave of our kind hpft, wc 
proceeded on our journey along the Valley 
of Mifox towards the Bernardin moun- 
tains. This valley is one of the four high 
jurifdidtions below the woods, into which 
the Grifon leasjue is divided. The ancient 
inhabitants are known in hiftory under the 
general term of the Lepqntii, but their de- 
fcendents were fucceffively fubjedl to the 
Bilhop of Como, the Counts of Saxe, and 
the farpily of the Trivulci. In the middle 
of the fixteenth century, the inhabitants 
purghafcd their freedom of this family for 
twenty-five thoufand florins, and joined 
themfelves to the Grifon league, who have 
jnaintained the confederacy, notwithftanding 
the variou§ attempts which h^ve been 

£n«^ 
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fince made to deprive them of tlieir li- 
berty* 

The road for feveral miles is perfecflljr 
level along the Moefa, and the valley fuffi* 
ciently exteniive to admit of * fine cultiva- 
tion, contains a number of handfome vilv 
lagcsj but after pafling the confluence of 
this ftream with the torrent of Calenca, the 
valley becomes fo narrow as to admit little 
more fpace between the mountains than for 
the path and the river. Here we were once 
more among rocks, torrents, and cliflfs load- 
ed with woods, prefenting not only parts of 
the mountain fcenery, to which we were 
now accuftomed; but from the great depth of 
the valley clofed in by furrounding moun- 
tains, caftingakind ofgloomy light over the 
wild landfcape, that ftrongly excited in the 
mind that fenfation of melancholy which 
Pope has charadterifed, 

^^Brcathing a browner ^ horror o'erlhc woods.'* 

Before 
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• Before wc came to the end of this lower- 
valley, where the mountain, dired in front; 
tofty and abrupt, feemed to preclude all 
poflibility of proceeding,, we palled for a 
confiderable way over a road entirely broken 
up, and which difplayed the. roots of 
krijhes, pines, and other mountain trees,^ 
mingled with vaft mounds of gravelly 
ftones and maffes of rock. This defolatioa 
had been caufed by a deluge from the up- 
per mountains, on the fudden melting of: 
the fnows in the . fpring from an inceffant 
rain which lafted feveral days, accompa- 
hied by gufts of warm winds, like. the Si-, 
rocco of Italy. The openings into the 
ravines -of the mountains where "the fnow 
had drifted, and frotn its mafs had refifted 
the influence of the heat which melted the 
thinner layers, ferved as fluice-gates to the 
fea of waters which they ingulphed. The 
increaiing weight of thofe waters from the 
melting of the fiiows above, together with- 

.... the 
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the decreafe in the refifting mafs beneath, 
from the heat and the rain, prepared at 
length the cataftrophe, by the giving way 
of the icy barrier. 

Language can but feebly paint the fub- 
lime and terrific efFed:s of this deluge of the 
mountainous fea. Had our poet, Thomfon, 
beheld this mighty devaftation, his glowing 
imagination would have prefented us with 
far other images than thofe of 

** Herds and flocks, and travellers and fwains, 

" And fometimes whole brigades of marching troops, 

** Or hamlets fleeping In the dead of night i" 

the feeble works of human art and induftry 
hurled beneath the fmothering ruins. He 
would have viewed the lofty pine, the an- 
cient inhabitant of the Alps, whofe roots 
have been riveted forages to the foil, fwept 
away, by the horrible flood, like the chaff; 
the rocks coeval with time, and which 

feemed 
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feenrted fixed on the folid globe till time 
fhall be no longer, torn from their bafe 
with irrefiftible fury , and rolled, in one wild 
cbnvulfive commotion, down the tremend«- 
ous precipices, riving up the affrighted foil, 
in their defcent, and covering the fertile 
pafturage and rich champain with irrepara- 
ble defolation. 

A narrow pafs cut out of a fantaftic 
rock hanging over the Moefa, which forms 
a bay in the plain, brought us to the .foot 
of this perpendicular mountain, down 
whofe dark wooded and ihaggy precipices 
we heard the torrent roaring, but which 
their proje(5ting fides concealed from our 
view. We appeared to be inclofed between 
inacceflSble heights; there was ho paffage 
difcoverable like that of the cavern which 
kads from the devil's bridge into the Valley 
of Urferen, and it would have exercifed the 
imagination, to have built even an ideal road 

by 
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by which the afccnt could be gained. Thd 
mountaineers, however, had ovcrccMne the 
difficulty; on that fide of the mountain 
which was the moft floping, or rather the 
leaft perpendicular, a road was cut in tra* 
verfe diredtions to the end of the flope, 
whence it was returned in an angle, fuffi- 
ciently broad to permit the afcent of cattle, 
and fo continued from one fide to the other 
fupported by beams of wood, either for the 
prefervation of the way, or to keep the tra- 
veller from {tumbling over the precipice, 
till after laborious climbing it brings him 
to the fummit. 



Like the paflage into the Valley of Ur- 
feren, the plain on the top of this moun- 
tain prefented us with fcenes altogether dif- 
ferent from thofe which we had left bcfwath. 
It is generally in the lower valleys, which 
ferve as canals or outlets to the mountains, 
that we find thofe romantic and pidurefque 

objects. 
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« 

objedSi on which we gaze with delight 
and, aftonifhment. In the upper moun- 
tains, nature has caft off the fantaflic and 

, « 

varied garb of rock, and cliff, and torrent, 

for a robe more fimple and majeftic; the 
fcene takes a larger fweep, the foreft is 
more extenfiye, and the hills fwell with a 
more noble grace one above the other. 

So few are the travellers who pafs this 
mountain, the prlhcipal paffages acrofs the 
Alps being thofe of St. Gothard and Splugen, 
tha.t the vifit of ftrangers is an event of 
fome importance. On our approach to a 
village embofomed in trees, forming the 
middle point of an amphitheatre of a beau- 
tiful range of hills, covered with the freflieft 
verdure, we difcovered our venerable friend 
walking haftily towards us, with a pretty 
little mountain nymph, his grand-daughter, 
in one hand, and a large oaken flaff in the 
other, which he fhook at us with a fmile 

vot. I. Z of 
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of reproach, declaring that he had waited 
dinner three hours beyond his ufual time, 
having had news of us early in the morn- 
ing, and that he could not imagine why 

* 

we had loitered fo long on the way. We 
found a plentiful repaft prepared for us, 
confifting of beafts and birds of the foreft, 
and were informed that we Ihould not be 
fufFered to depart till the provifion was ex- 
pended, which the hunting of the two pre- 
ceding days had furnilhed. 

The old man's family confifted of a 
daughter and her two children, the one a 
youth of twenty, and the other the pretty 
little mountaineer of fixteen years of age, 
who had come with her grandfather to meet 
us ; his fon-in-law, who was then gone on 
fome affairs to Chiavenna, was expedled ^ 
home before our departure. We fpcnt the 
remainder of the day in walking among 
thefe romantic and paftoral fcenes, and the 

next 
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next we made a family party up the moun- 
tain, to dine in one of his fhepherd's huts, 
by the fide of a fine cafcade, which, having 
found out tny enthufiafm for fuch objefts, 
he told me he was fure I fhould find worth 
the toil of the vifit. The torrent formed 
part of a beautiful landfcape, and played in 
fucceffive cataradls over rocks that were 
pid:urefque; but we had feen too much of 
the Reufs and the Teflino, to find in thefe 
^ falling waters any new charm, except that 
they were inclofed by green banks inflead 
of fhaggy rocks. 



Thefe hills appeared, from their verdure, 
to be in the higheft ftate of mountainous 
cultivation. The fpot was not fo elevated as 
to be out of the reach of the parching fun- 
beam, and little channels cut along the fide 
of the flopes, drew the water away from the 
idle torrent to fertilize the adjoining. paf- 
tures. On the greater part of thefe hills 

Z 2 the 
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the hay had already been cut. Some yet 
lay on the ground, which, from the moun- 
tain flowers and herbs, fcented the air with 
the moft delicious fragrance. While thefe 
hills are laid up for harveft, the fhepherd 
removes to the Upper Alps, afcending with 
his cattle to crop the herbage of thofe 
higher hills, as they are fuccefiively de- 
prived of their fnows. Here he fpends 
a folitary and cheerlefs life through the 
fhort fummer, and returns in the autumn 
to the huts in the lower vallies, where 
he remains fhut up with his cattle to ccxi- 
fume the provifion which he has prepared 
for winter. The life of the (h^pherd of the 
Alps is very different from that of the fhep- 
herd. of Arcadia ; but from the little inter- 
-courfe which he holds with any fociety 
whatever, except the beafts which he feeds, 
his wants are only thofe of nature^ and con- 
fequently few: the intemperance of the 
Icafon finds him prepared to meet it without 

fhrinking. 
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fkrinking, and the winter llorm flies harm- 
lefs over his head, whofe phyficail feelings 
are hardened to the icy temperature of his 
p[)ountains, ^d who is accuftomed to 

/ • 

^* Breaft the keen air, ^d carol as Hq goes.*' 

Sometimes indeed the patience of the fhep- 
hefd expires before the winter, when he 
perceives, which fometimes happens, that 
his ftock decays fafter th^n the fummer 
llppro2^ches. 

Thefe pafturages are not fufficiently fteep 
for avalanches, but higher up the moun- 
tain, partial mifchiefs are occafioned by 
their defcent; and fprnetimes fhepherds, 
huts, and cattle, are loft for a while under 
' immenfe.dfifts pf ftiow, which the impetu-^ 
pus winds have fer^t in tha.t direi-tion. It 
was difficult for us, the inhabitants pf the 
low^r world, to conceive that the change Qf 

Z 3 (eafons 
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feafons could make fo barren and cheerlefij 
a defart of fo beautiful and fertile a country, 
a§ that which we beheld, feated at our rural 
repaft before the fhepherd -s door ; around 
which the cattle were browzing, or lay 
bafking in the noon-tide fun-beam. That 
the fummer might be pafled agreeably 
amidft thefe mountains, we could eafily be- 
lieve ; for furely there are few fpots on the 
globe, that can boaft a more boundlefs ftore 

*' Of charms, which nature to her vot-ry yields j 

f' The warbling woodland| and the torrent's roar, 

*' The pomp of groveS| and garniture of fields ; 

** All that the genial ray of* morning gilds, 

*^ And all that echoes to the fong of even ; 

*^ All that the mountain's flielt'ring bofom fhieldsj| 

*' And all the dread magnificence pf heaven ;" 

But the winter muft indeed be gloomilj^ 
defolate to thofe, who, above the clafs of 
the peafant, and having no tafte for litera* 
ture, are immured in thefe, infulated regions, 

' Yfhicl^ 
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which. at that feafon become altogether im- 
pftflable, ' 



' 1 



My pretty little companion anfwered my ^ 
queftions, refpddlirig her winter occupa- 
tions; by telling me, that fhe had retUtn^ 
from fchool at ' Bdlinzdne the fummer be- 
fore, arid had employed the laft winter in 
fpinning and making her grandfather a 
large quantity of fhirts, had worked a 
flowered gown for herfelf , and read half of , 
an abridgn^ent of Guicciardini*s Hiftory of 
the Wars of Italy, and two or three 
volumes of Goldoni*s Plays. 

We bade adieu, with reluctance, to our 
patriarchal hoft: I could have loitered 
with plcafure yet a little longer in his 
hofpitable dwelling. How foothing was 
this fccne of tranquil pleafure— how de- 
lightful a tranfition from the crimes of 
ferocious tyranny were the paftoral occupa- 

Z 4 tions 
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tipns and guiltlefs manners of thofe Alpine 
regions ! At a village, a few miles further 
up the mountain, where the whole family 
conducted us, we pailed one more focial 
hour at breakfall, and then finally taking 
leave of them, impreffed with the moll 
agreeable recolledtion of their fimple kind- 
nefs, we began to climb the ftupendous 
fummits of their mountains, the haunts o^ 
eternal winter. 



^m^ 
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CHAP. XXIL 



St. Bemar£n,'^Mfery of the ShepheriPs L^e.-^Bmim 
grapJt Prieji. -^ Summit of St. Bimardin. -^ Firfi 
View of t^bi Siiw. 

jL HE Alps, which we travcrfed in our 
afcent, wear, with little variation, the fame 
fmiling afpe(9: as in the regions below. 
When the mountaineers fpeak of the Alps, 
^y do not mean thofe long chains of icy 
pr barren mountains, to which we give that 
appellation, and which, in our language, 
implies height. In the mountain diale<3: 
that term conveys the idea of fertility; and 
when the inhabitants fedk of the Alps, 
they always mean fpots of mountain paftur- 
age. The Gletfcber, the Horn, the Storkp 
are denominations, by which they diftin* 
guifh d^flferent parts ^ thefe mountains, 

3 and 
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gnd the terms of rocky or ice-covered Alps, 
would to them be unintelligible. 

Having climbed to the village of St. Ber* 
narcjin, and finding our felvcs within .th§ 
:^flyenge of the Glaciers, which, wqfaw 
ftretching far before us, we concluded, that 
we had nearly reached the fummit, but 
kamt :that we had yfct a league of ^ very 
rough afcent to pafs over before we UioulA 
begin to defcend on the other fide. :^We 
ipade a halt at the village of St. BeiFn^din; 
if two or three houfes, one of which is an 
inn, apd a little building, dignified by the 
X^sme of a chapel,, can be called a village 
The country around wears a chearlefs, fdi-i 
tery ^fpedt. We were iicrt got beyond the 
^cach of vegetation ; but it was' a vegetation 
that 'm^de the barennefs of the foif mord 
vifible. Tjie intiahitapt of the Lower Alps 
fliares no property in ' this ftcrile regiori 3 
the wandering fhepherd of: the plains alon? 
J . ; • fteals 
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fteals the winged days of fummer, to lead 
over an unappropriated foil his ragged and 
ill-favoured flock. His miferable hut is 
compofed of pieces of rock, through the craur 
nies of which the wind and the rain pour 
without refiftance. His chief and almoft 
unvaried food is oatmeal and water; for 
the foil would reward no cultivation : bread 
is the produce only of climates far below jf 
he is bereaved even of the mofl: common 
enjoyments of focial life. 

In thefe regions, however, we found 
one inhabitant of polifhed manners, and let- 
tered accomplifhments, A baniftied vicar 
general of one of the principal diocefes of 
France was; dragging qn exiftence amidft 
thefe ir^hofpitable dimes, barred ffom all 
communication with the world during the 
long wij^ter, and fupported by the miferable 
pndownient of the chapel, amounting to fix 
©r (even louis* a year, and the coarfe charity 



350 A VIEW OF THE PRESENT 

of the rude mountaineers, who were hi? 
fole affociates. He told us, that his bre- 
viary, his bible, and his Ovid, were hig 
only folace ; that from the one he endea* 
voured to teach himfelf refignation to the 

will of heaven, and from the^ other to footh 

■ 

his mind, by fympathizing with an exiled 
fellow lufferer, who, banilhed from thq 
delights of a court tp the defarts of Scy-? 
thia, CQuld fcarcely have found them more 
dreary than the fummit of St. Barnardin* 
Here alfo he might haye exclaimed with 
the poet : 

<< Forced from my native feats, and facred hprne^ 
<( Friendlefs, alone, through Scythian wilds to roam i 
^' With trembling kijees o*er unknown hills I go, 
^ StifF with blue ice and heaped with drifted fnow ; 
^' Pale funs there ftrike their feeble rays in vain, 
l^ Which faintly glance againft the marble plain.** 

Mrs. BARBAUL0. 



He 
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He had been vaguely informed of the fall 
of Robefpierre, and the return of a milder 
fyftem;; and he enquired with fuch folici- 
tude if there was no hope of his being 
permitted to revifit his country, that it 
would have been cruel to rob his forrows 
of that fond illufion. We left this unfor- 
tunate ftranger with fincere regret, that we 
had no power to extricate him from a fitua- 
tion which feemed almoft infupportable. 

We now began to fcale the remainder of 
the mountain, and though we felt the icy 
breeze from the neighbouring Glaciers, we 
efcaped any difagreeable fenfations of cold 
by the frequent exercife of walking, the 
road being often tooHeep or too dangerous 
to continue oh horfeback. We dfoenjoyed 
the rays of a cloudlefs fun, more brilliant, 
indeed than genial, from the extreme rare- 
fadion of the atmofphere at this elevation* 
We had been told at BcUinzone that the 

moun* 



352 A VIEW OP tUZ fKtitli't 

tnountain, for two leagues, is always to- 
vered with a ponfiderable quantity of Ihow, 
but without having paffed any, we attained 
the fummit^ 

The top of St. Bernaf din affords nothing 
that is ftriking, except its defolate unifor- 
mity; here are no maffes of enormous rock, 
no tremendous precipices^ no yawning 
chafms; no objed; pid:urefque or awe- 
fuL The ftorms of ages have not only 
ftript it of the means of vegetation, by 
wafliing away every veftige of foil, but 
have humbled the rocks, if any once ftood 
prominent, to a modeft leyel with the waftc. 
The mountain ftill riling on the right, con- 
ceals the Glaciers that feparate the Grifons 
from the Valteline, but on the left the eye 
wanders far over thofe regions of eternal 
froft, which are formed by the eaftern ex- 
tremity of that chain of mountains, known 
to the antients under the name of the Adula. 

Jn 
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In the front the view extends acrofs the 
valley cif the Rhine, to the Glaciers that 
feparate it from the other vallies of the 
Grifons. We feemed within reach of thofc 
Glaciers which we beheld falling, like an 
immenfe veil, down the mountain below 
our prefent elevation, and were eager to 
tread their glofly furface ; but were told 
that a paflage acrofs from St. Bernardin was 
impradicable. 

After repofing ourfelves on the fummit, 
amidfl this chaos of unvivified nature, wc. 
began to defcend on the northern fide. The 
mountains we had juft fcaled were fo 
abruptly thrown back, that we could dif- 
cern no farther in a diredt line before us, 
than the hill which we were immediately 
afcending, and often believed we had at- 
tained the fummit before we had conquered 
half the road. On the other fide we were 
prefented with a majeftic fweep down the 

moun- 
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mountain, and along the lofty hiUs that in- 

clofe the valley of the Rhine, ftretching 

away to the piny forcfls rifing above the 

• ' * 

Vale of Splugen. After -defcending a con- 

fidcrable way almoft perpendicularly, but 

on a firm and well-conftruded road, wc 

camairi view of that celebrated iiver which 

' I' ■ ■ * 

we had lately beheld bearing its thundering 
mafs of waters to the . ocean; but which, 
now juft fpringing from its fource. Heals 
placidly along the quiet .valley, foft as the 
firft fleep of infancy after it has waked to 
new exiftence. 
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